LESSON NUMBER:
24

TASK:
Arab-American Experience and Middle Eastern Culture

STANDARD:
1.  Define Arab-American.



2.  Describe the origins of Arab American. 



3.  Define the different types of immigration.



4.  Arab-American family structure and customs.



5.  Define Islam.



6.  Define Muslim.

1.  The term Arab-American is given to persons who immigrated to the United States from a group of independent nation-states on North Africa and the Middle East.

2.  The population of Arab-Americans is approximately 2.5 to 3 million.  Some have estimated the population at nearly 5 million.

3.  Family structure:


a.  Father.


b.  Mother.


c.  Sons.


d.  Daughters.

4.  Courtesies and customs:


a.  Behave conservatively.



b.  Non-confrontational.


c.  “Save Face” concept.



d.  Privacy.


e.  Greetings.




f.  Admiring possessions.


g.  Dress.

5.  Religion:


a.  Islam.


b.  Allah.

c. Christianity.

6.  Muslims Believe:


a.  In One, __________, Incomparable God. 


b.  In the __________ created by Him.


c.  In the __________ through whom His revelations were brought.


d,  In the Day of Judgment and individual ______________ for actions.


e.  In God’s complete __________ over human destiny and in life after death.


f.  God’s final message to man was revealed to the Prophet Mohammed through Gabriel.


g.  Some Arabs also believe in “Fatalism.”

7.  An individual can become a Muslim by simply saying “there is no god apart from God, and Mohammed is the Messenger of God.”.

8.  Mohammed/The Qur’an/Jesus Christ:

9.  The Islam faith is built upon Five Pillars and they are the framework of the Muslim life.  The Five Pillars are:


a.  ________________. 



b.  ________________.


c.  ________________.



d.  ________________.


e.  ________________.

10.  Women and Marriage:

11.  Contemporary issues:


a.  Arab-Israeli conflict.


b.  American role in the Middle East.


c.  Kuwait.




d.  Discrimination in the US:
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KEY TO ISLAMIC CONCEPTS

In order to understand Islam it is necessary to know the meaning of certain

key terms and the identity of some proper names. Most of them are in the

Arabic language, and there is often no equivalent in English or in other

tongues.

ALLAH

The true name for the creator of the Universe is called Allah. He is merciful, the Beneficent, the Knowledgeable, the Protector, the Mighty, the God, the Provider, the Exalted, the Lord, the All-Knowing, the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, the Magnificent, the Wise, the Loving, the First, the Last, and the Eternal.

The Qur'an mentions 99 beautiful names for Allah through which Muslim do recognize Him, and His responsibilities for the whole Universe.

Many people ask why the term "Allah" is used instead of "God" and assume it's use implies that Muslims worship a separate God. There is only ONE GOD - a belief held by followers of each of the three main world religions : Islam, Christianity and Judaism.

ALLAH is the Supreme Being, the one and only God. Allah is the same God as that worshipped by the Jews and Christians, and Arabic-speaking Christians also use this name when referring to God.

ARAB

Many equate Islam and Muslims to mean Arabs. Muslims may be any nationality. An Arab could be a Muslim, a Christian, a Jew or an atheist.  Arabs constitute only about twenty percent of the Muslim population.

AYAH

The Arabic meaning of Ayah is a miracle and a sign. The Qur'an is considered to be a miracle itself.  Each verse or sentence is called an Ayah or a miracle. The plural of Ayah is called Ayat, which means miracles.

AZAN

The call for the daily prayers are called Azan. The person who calls the Azan is called a Mu'azzin. A Mu'azzin calls the Azan five times a day before Muslims are to perform their daily Salah (Prayer).

BIRTH

Muslim believe that people are born free of sin. It is only after they reach the age of puberty and it is only after they commit sins that they are to be charged for their mistakes. No one is responsible for or can take the responsibility for the sins of others. However, the door of forgiveness through true repentance is always open.

FESTIVITIES

Other than the two general feasts, there are few festivities that Muslims do enjoy. These are related to different activities or functions. Some of these activities are:


-  'Aqiqah: It is a dinner reception to be made after a child is born. Relatives, friends, and neighbors are invited for such an occasion.


-  Walimah: It is a dinner reception to be made after a marriage is consummated. It is offered by the parents and/or by the married couples. Friends, relatives, and neighbors are also invited.

ISLAM

Islam is an Arabic word the root of which is Silm and Salam.  It means among others: peace, greeting, salutation, obedience, loyalty, allegiance, and submission to the will of the Creator of the Universe.  Islam is the last and final religion to all mankind and to all generations irrespective of color, race, nationality, ethnic background, language, or social position.  It is incorrect and objectionable to call Muslims Muhammadans, as Muhammad is not worshipped in the way Christians worship Christ.

JIHAD

It is an Arabic word the root of which is Jahada, which means to strive for a better way of life. The nouns are Juhd, Mujahid, Jihad, and Ijtihad. The other meanings are: endeavor, strain, exertion, effort, diligence, fighting to defend one's life, land, and religion.  This word has been in frequent use in the Western press over the past  several years, explained directly or subtlely, to mean holy war. As a matter of fact the term "holy war" was coined in Europe during the Crusades, meaning the war against Muslims.  It does not have a direct counterpart in Islamic glossary, and Jihad is certainly not its translation.  Jihad is not a war to force the faith on others, as many people think of it. It should never be interpreted as a way of compulsion of the belief on others, since there is an explicit verse in the Qur'an that says: “There is no compulsion in religion" Al-Qur'an: Al-Baqarah (2:256).  Jihad is not a defensive war only, but a war against any unjust regime. If such a regime exists, a war is to be waged against the leaders, but not against the people of that country. People should be freed from the unjust regimes and influences so that they can freely choose to believe in Allah.  Not only in peace but also in war Islam prohibits terrorism, kidnapping, and hijacking, when carried against civilians. Whoever commits such violations is considered a murderer in Islam, and is to be punished by the Islamic state. during wars, Islam prohibits Muslim soldiers from harming civilians, women, children, elderly, and the religious men like priests and rabies. It also prohibits cutting down trees and destroying civilian constructions.  The term may be used for/by Muslims as well as non-Muslims.

MUHAMMAD (s.a.w.)

The last and the final prophet and messenger of Allah to all mankind is called Muhammad (s.a.w.) and at the age of forty he received the message of Islam from Allah through angel Gabriel (Jibril).  He was the last of a line of prophets like Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), and Isa (Jesus).

MUSLIM(S)

(also spelled Moslem) is based on the same Arabic root as Islam (s-l-m) and means one who submits to God, that is, a believer in Islam. Any person who believes in the creed and the teachings of Islam is called a Muslim. More than one billion Muslims are found in different parts of the world. They are not to be confused with Arabs, as the latter may include Christians, agnostics, or other non-Muslims.
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