LESSON NUMBER:
29

TASK:
Black-American Experience

STANDARD:
1.  Definition of Black-American as define by DoD Dir 1350.2.



2.  Describe the Nations of Africa.



3.  Describe the African society.



4.  Explain the Slave Trade Period.



5.  Describe the Slave Culture.  



6.  Define Slavery and the Economy.



7.  Define the Black-American Culture.



8.  Describe Black-Contemporary Issues.

1.  Definition.  Black (not of Hispanic origin) as described in DoD Directive 1350.2 is a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Africa.

2.  The early kingdoms and nations of Africa-Americans included:

a.  Ghana (650 AD- 1200 AD).

b.  The kingdom of Mali overthrew Ghana and became a powerful empire in 1235 AD.

c.  Songhay captured Mali in 1469 AD and became the primary Western African power and trading point.

3.  African Society.  According to author Andrew Billingsley, the traditional African family was composed all of  the following:


a.  All members of the community.


b.  In the extended family, community members were viewed as relatives.


c.  The traditional African family included not only the deceased members, but also unborn members still in the womb.


d.  The family recognized and accepted the belief that their existence depended on all family members living and deceased.


e.  The eldest male family members was the head of the family.


f.  Early Africa was a mixture of tribes.

4.  African women, men and children had definite roles and responsibilities.  Some of these roles included:  

a.  Men.


     b.  Women.
                             c.  Children

5.  African Class System.  The Africans had their own class system.  They had an enlarged family group called the “clan.”  Within this system their were three tiers:


a.  Top tier.




b.  Middle tier.





c.  Bottom tier.

6.  Slavery.  A Dutch war ship brought the first 20 Africans to Virginia or the New World.


a.  Why slavery?



(1)  Blacks were initially viewed by society as savages, animals, different, therefore, being less than human.  Thus, the White-Americans could justify using them as slaves.  



(2)  Blacks had a foreign lifestyle.



(3)  The new nation required a stable labor force.



(4)  It was a world business, isolation, different languages, broke them down to adaptive superiority in order to survive. 


b.  Why slavery worked.  



(1)  Slavery worked because of the lack of knowledge the Africans had of the land, food, and weather.



(2)  The slaves were made powerless, which allowed slavery to work.


c.  Role of the slave family. 



(1)  Marriage:



(2)  Under the slavery system, the head of the household changed.



(3)  Father:



(4)  Mother:

(5) Children:  They were consider “ebony” or “black gold” and profit for the owners in the slave society.


d.  Social status.  During slavery, the social status of Blacks were dependent on the following:



(1)  Free or slave:



(2)  Owner of the slave:



(3)  Field worker, housework, laborer, artisan:



(4)  Male or female:

(5) Complexion (dark vs. light):

A diminished culture:

New names were given:

7.  Music.  Music is and has been an important element of the African American culture.

8.  Language:


a.  Communication with new slaves arriving from Africa was not allowed. 


b.  Slaves were expected to communicate to slave owners and show them respect, regardless of their time in captivity. 


c.  There were over eight hundred different dialects blended together in Africa. 

9.  Religion: 


a.  Early slaves were slow to give up their own religion as they wanted to maintain there own traditions. 


b.  Attending church afforded a brief rest period which brought secondary gains that were more social than religious. 


c.  Initially, church services were given by White preachers.  Black preachers were only allowed to preach in the presence of the White masters.


d.  There were three types of churches during slavery. 



(1)  White churches with Black members.



(2)  Separate Black churches under White leadership.



(3)  Separate Black churches with Black leadership.

10.  Development of the Black Church in America.  Blacks knew as long as they remained in the White churches, conditions would always be the same.

a.  A total lack of self-help programs
b.  Non-participation in church activities.

     for Blacks.







c.  An absence of Blacks in leadership
d.  A doctrine that did not serve the needs 

   roles.




    of Black people. 

11.  Impact of slavery on the economy:


a.  Cheap labor source.


b.  Slavery enhanced the status of the slave owner through profit, prestige, depending on how many slaves were owned.

12.  Myths and stereotypes were used to justify the economic exploitation of Blacks during the slave period.  The following are some stereotypes: 


a.  Ignorant, lazy, incapable of competing, and inferior in intelligence.


b.  “Less than human” status in the eyes of many Whites.


c.  Natural station in life of Blacks was slavery.

          d.  Contrary to popular belief, all Southern Whites did not own plantations and slaves and some did not agree with the slavery system.  These individuals were shone from society.

13.  Slavery and legislation:


a.  Slavery was first recognized in Virginia by a law passed in 1662.


b.  In 1663, Maryland followed Virginia’s model and came out with the declaration that Blacks were to serve “Durante Vita,” or for the duration of their lives.


c.  After 1690 slavery became a system that had stripped Blacks of all their rights.


d.  Blacks, in the latter part of the 17th Century, were treated more and more like property and less like human beings.


e.  Laws were used to reinforce racial attitudes that Blacks were inherently inferior and should be slaves because it was natural.  

14. Revolutionary period 

Declaration of Independence and the Constitution: During the Revolutionary Period in 1776, the colonies, became independent states.  In every state slavery was legal.


a.  “People” would encompass free inhabitants and three-fifths of the slaves in each state.


b.  The Constitution adopted in 1787, incorporated provisions that bore directly upon the status of Black People.  Article 1, Section 2, made Black people three-fifths of a person and two-fifths property.  Article IV, Section 2, helped reinforce the fact that slaves were merely property.


c.  Northern delegates were in favor of slaves being regarded as property, and thus, not deserving of representation.

15.  During the 1700s and early 1800s, slave codes were defined and determined the status of Blacks.  The purpose was to:


a.  Restrict the slaves and protect the Whites.


b.  The slave code varied from state to state.


c.  Codes were strengthened when there was a slave revolt or threat or revolt.  There were actually over 200 slave revolts.


d.  In 1857 in the Dred Scott Case, the highest court in the land affirmed the inequality of Blacks (that slaves were property). 

16.  Emancipation Proclamation.


a.  Did not end the war nor the institution of slavery.  


b.  Black Codes specified conditions of work, property rights, rights to public assembly, and ownership of firearms for Blacks.


c.  At the end of the Civil War all Blacks were free and the following was the impact:



(1)  No longer could members of the family be sold.



(2)  Marriage between Blacks finally legalized and recorded.



(3)  Black men were in charge of their families.



(4)  Extended families began to grow.



(5)  The geographic mobility or northern migration was disruptive to Black family life.  Blacks were leaving their family for a better life.  This also created problems since there was more competition for jobs.

17.  Reconstruction (1870-1877).


a.  Congress passes the Enforcement Act in 1870.


b.  Black institutions of higher learning were built under the Freedmen’s Bureau.  It assisted slaves in transition from slavery to freedom.


c.  Involvement in Politics.


d.  Civil Rights Act of 1866 was the most significant piece of legislation affecting Blacks during Reconstruction.

18.  Amendments to the Constitution produced the following changes to the laws:


a.  The 14th Amendment prohibited states from depriving any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law.


b.  The 15th Amendment (1870) gave Black men the right to vote.


c.  Reconstruction died when President Hayes took office in 1877, and the federal soldiers were removed from the south.

19.  Black -American Culture:


a.  The key condition that encouraged black culture was American racism.


b.  Blacks blocked from full participation in the dominant culture.


c.  Blacks perceive racism is built into the institutions of the society and its cultural values.


d.  For protection, Blacks had to distance themselves from those in the dominant culture who denied them assimilation.


e.  Combating racism requires a group struggle in order to transcend its crippling effects on liberty, life, etc.

20.  Black-American family:  The Black-American family is very important institution within the Black community.  They include:


a.  Nuclear Families.


b.  Extended Families.


c.  Augmented Families.

21.  Three family patterns:


a.  Patriarchal. 


b.  Matriarchal. 


c.  Equalitarian.  

22.  The following are characteristics of the Black families function for development, survivability, and stability:


a.  Strong kinship bonds.


b.  Strong work orientation.


c.  Adaptability of family roles.


d.  High achievement orientation (make your family proud).


e.  Religious orientation.

23.  Customs, and traditions.


a.  Black church services.  


b.  Practice of calling older Black women by their first names.


c.  It is expected in many areas that Blacks will speak to other Blacks that he/she meets, whether they know them or not.

24.  Dynamics of Black-American culture.



a.  Mutual Aid.  Help others in need, especially children.



b.  Compassion.

c.  Adaptability.

   Religion.  The church provides the following:


a.  Sense of recognition and self-worth.


b.  A place where individuals can participate.


c.  Black leadership.


d.  Continued protection against racism.


e.  Primary vehicle for the release of emotional tension accumulated in a racist society.


f.  Center for community life and activity. 

25.  Laws and Black-Americans, 1877 to present.


a.  The segregation era lasted from 1877 until 1954.


b.  Unequal enforcement of the law.


c.  Segregation in schools.


d.  “Jim Crow” segregation system became law.


e.  The “American Dream,” land of freedom and opportunity, for many Blacks was not to be obtained.  Some of the hindrances were:



(1)  Plessy vs. Ferguson 173 U.S. 537 (1896):



(2)  Jim Crow laws:



(3)  Inability to obtain land: 

26.  Several organizations and historical leaders provided the Black philosophy during this time.  They were:  


a.  Booker T. Washington, President of Tuskegee Institute:


b.  W.E.B DuBois and Pan-Africanism:


c.  Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA).


d.  Mary McLeod Bethune:

27.  The following provided new experience and new exposures for Blacks:


a.  The NAACP and the Urban League have been long-standing fighters of racism.


b.  Smith vs. Allwright:  Primaries that denied Blacks the right to vote.


c.  Shelley vs. Kraemen.  Restrictive covenants that kept Blacks from buying homes where they wanted to live. 


d.  Morgan vs. Virginia Supreme Court.  Jim Crow transportation.

28.  Civil Rights Movement:


a.  1954 - Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education:


b.  Civil Rights Act (1957):


c.  In 1960 Congress passed another civil rights act to reinforce the 1957 act.


d.  Between 1960 and 1964 there were executive orders by President Kennedy affecting discrimination in employment and housing.


e.  Executive Order 11063 in 1961:


f.  Executive Order 10925 in 1962:


g.  The moving force behind the passage of most of the civil rights legislation were Black people.


h.  The 1964 Civil Rights Act. 



(1)  Blacks could no longer be excluded from public accommodations.



(2)  The Justice Department was empowered to bring desegregation suits.



(3)  Any program or service which practiced racial discrimination was denied federal aid.



(4)  Racial bias in employment and union membership was prohibited.


i.  1965 Voting Rights Act:



(1)  Banned literacy test and other screening devices.



(2)  Federal examiners were assigned to conduct registration and observe voting.


j.  The Civil Rights Act of 1968:

29.  Contemporary issues:


a.  Education.  






b.  Employment.


c.  Political Power.





d.  Health Care.


e.  Black on Black .







30. Military participation

  a. Colonial Period 



 b. Revolutionary War

  c. Post-Revolutionary War                       d. Civil War

  e. Indian Campaigns 


   f. Spanish-American War

  g. World War I 



   h. World War II

  i. Post world War II



    j. Korean War

  k. The Vietnam Era to Present
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FAMOUS BLACK CONTRIBUTORS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

PUBLIC SERVICE

Frederick Douglass -- Influential Black leader and abolitionist during the 1800’s.

Carter G. Woodson -- Founder of the Journal of Negro History in 1916.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. -- civil rights leader, Nobel Peace Prize recipient, 1964. Coretta Scott King --  Widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and renowned civil rights leader in her own right.

Malcolm X -- Major Black leader of the 1960’s.

W.E.B. Dubois --Sociologist/historian.

Justice Thurgood Marshall -- First Black on the Supreme Court.

Justice Clarence Thomas -- Replace Thurgood Marshall on the Supreme Court in 1992.

Ralph J. Bunche -- Official at United Nations, Nobel Peace Prize recipient, 1950. 

Harriet Tubman -- Established an underground railroad to assist in the escape of slaves to free states and Canada.

Robert C. Weaver -- First Black Cabinet member as Secretary and Urban Development.

Patricia Roberts Harris -- Secretary, U.S. Department  of Health and Human Services; Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development; and U.S. Ambassador to Luxembourg.

Roy Wilkins --Executive director, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Mary McCloud Bethune -- Educator; civic leader; first Black woman to head a Federal office as Director, Division of Negro Affairs of the National Youth Administration, World War II; founder Bethune-Cookman College.

William H. Hastie -- First Black Federal judge and first Black governor of the U.S. Virgin Islands in 1937.

Jane M. Bolin -- First Black female judge.

Baker Motley -- A  Black female attorney who participated in the landmark Brown vs. Board of Education desegregation case and who later became the first Black female federal judge.

General Colin Powell -- Former National Security Advisor and first Black Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Barbara Harris -- First Black woman bishop of the Episcopal Church in the Massachusetts diocese.

Hazel O’ Leary -- Named Secretary of Energy by President Clinton, the first Black  woman to hold a cabinet position outside the fields of health, education, welfare and housing.

Jesse Brown -- Former Vietnam veteran and first Black Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs.

Willie Williams -- First Black police chief of Los Angles.

SCIENCE

Benjamin Banneker -- Mathematician, astronomer, publisher of almanacs, inventor of first clock in the United States, member of commission which laid plan of Washington, DC.

Edward Bouchet -- First Black to receive a Ph.D. degree (physics) from an American University Yale, 1876. 

George Washington Carver -- Agricultural scientist, botanist.

Ernest E. Just—Cell physiologist.

Charles R. Drew -- Physician, “father” of blood plasma and blood banks.

Percy L. Julian --Soybean chemist.

Theodore K. Lawless -- Dermatologist.

Daniel Hale Williams -- Physician, surgeon, performed the first successful heart operation.

Leon Roddy -- International authority on spiders.

ENTERTAINMENT

Sidney Poiter -- First Black to win an Academy Award for best actor.

Hattie McDaniel -- First Black to win an Oscar.

Bill Cosby -- First Black to star in a regular television series, I Spy.

Bill Robinson -- Dancer.

Oprah Winfrey -- Actress and talk show moderator.

Woopie Goldberg -- Actress/comedienne.

Leslie Uggams -- Actress

Eddie Murphy -- Actor and comedian.

Arsenio Hall -- Former talk show host.

Montel Williams --Talk show host.

Denzel Washington -- Actor. 

“Spike” Lee -- Producer and director.

Sammy Davis, Jr. -- Actor, dancer and singer.

Morgan Freeman -- Actor.

Ossie Davis -- Actor and playwright. 

Ruby Dee -- Actress, pianist and first Black actress in major role at the American Shakespeare Festival.

Carol Gist -- First Black Miss USA -- 1990.

Kenya Moore -- Miss USA - 1993.

Ed Bradley -- First and only Black co-anchor of the popular television news magazine 60 Minutes.

Bryant Gumbel -- Former co-host of  The Today Show.

Richard Pryor -- Comedian.

Bernard Shaw -- Co-anchor Cable News Network (CNN).

MUSIC COMPOSERS

W.C. Handy -- Blues.

Scott Joplin and Tom Turpin --Ragtime.

Harry Lawrence Freeman -- The first Black to write and produce and opera.

Florence B. Price -- First Black woman to win recognition as a composer.

MUSICIANS 

Joseph Douglass -- Violin, grandson of Frederick Douglass.

Louis Armstrong -- Jazz, trumpet player.

William “Count” Basie -- Piano.

Charlie Parker -- Jazz, alto saxophone and clarinet player.

Lionel Hampton -- Vibraphones.

Edward Kenny “Duke” Ellington -- Band leader,  and piano player.

Thelonius Monk -- Jazz and piano player.

Fats Waller -- Jazz, piano and organ player.

Miles Davis -- Jazz, and trumpet player.

Dizzy Gillespie --Trumpet player.

VOCALISTS

Leotyne Price --First Black international diva who paved the way for classical artists Kathleen Battle and Jessye Norman.

Marian Anderson -- Major concert figure/pioneer classical artist and first Black singer signed by the Metropolitan Opera House.

Paul Robeson, Adele Addison, Martina Arroyo -- Concert artists.

Mahalia Jackson -- Gospel.

Ella Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday --Jazz.

Charlie Pride -- Country.

Harry Belafonte -- Calypso.

Nat King Cole and Lena Horne -- Popular music in the 40’s and 50’s.

Steven Wonder and Michael Jackson -- Contemporary music.

Diana Ross -- Singer and entertainer.

Lionel Ritchie -- Singer and song writer.

Aretha Franklin -- Singer and entertainer.

M.C. Hammer --RAP musician.

LITERATURE / WRITERS

James A. Baldwin -- Go Tell It On The Mountain.

Alex Haley -- Roots.

Langston Hughes -- Not Without Laughter

Zora Neale Hurston -- Autobiography, Dust Tracks on the Road.

Richard Wright -- Native Son.

Chester Himes -- Short story writer, essayist and novelist.

Alice Walker -- Novelist, and poet who won the Pulitzer Prize for literature in 1993 for the book The Color Purple.

Carl Rowan -- Syndicated columnist.

Lorriane Hansbury -- First Black woman to write a Broadway play:  “A Raisin in the Sun”).

Toni Morrison -- Novelist and Princeton professor who won the Pulitzer Prize for the historical novel Beloved in 1988.

Ralph Ellison -- Influential Black writer and author of The Invisible Man, 1952.

POETS

Phillis Wheatley -- Early American poet.

Nikke Giovanni -- “Princess of Black Poetry.”

Ntozake Shange -- Chorepoem, author and playwright, For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When The Rainbow’s Not Enuf.

Gwendolyn Brooks -- First Black woman Pulitzer Prize winner for poetry.

Maya Angelou -- Black poet famous for her autobiography, I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings.

Margaret Walker Alexander -- Poet, novelist known for influential poem: “For My People.” 

SPORTS

Alice Coachman -- First Black woman to win an Olympic gold medal for the high jump in 1948.

Wilma Rudolph -- First Black woman to win three gold medals in a single Olympiad in the 100/200 meter dash and 400 meter relay in 1960.

Florence Griffith-Joyner -- Runner and Olympic Gold Medalist 1988.

Jackie Joyner-Kersee -- Runner and Olympic Gold Medalist 1992.

O.J. Simpson, Rosey Grier, “Mean” Joe Greene, Bill Willis, Gale Sayers, Marion Motley, James Brown (football).

Walter Payton -- NFL Hall of Famer and all time career leader in rushing yards and touchdowns.

Althea Gibson -- First Black female to win U.S. Tennis Association championship, 1957, and the Wimbeldon Women’s Singles Title, 1957.

Arthur Ash -- First Black man to win Men’s Singles Title at Wimbeldon, only Black man to be laid in state in the Virginia State Capitol after his heath from AIDS in 1993.

Lee Elder -- Golf.

Pele -- Soccer.

George Foreman, Joe Louis, Floyd Patterson, Mike Tyson, Evander Holyfield, Muhammed Ali, Joe Frazier Sugar Ray Robinson and Sugar Ray Leonard -- Boxing.

Charles Dumas -- The first athlete to high jump over seven feet, four gold medals.

Jesse Owens -- Olympic track star, four gold medals, 1936.

Kareem Abdul-Jabbaar, Wilt Chamberlin, Bill Russell, Julius “Dr J” Erving, Ervin “Magic” Johnson, Michael Jordan, Shaquille O’Neal, Charles Barkley, Patrick Ewing Oscar Robinson, Clyde Drexler,  and David Robinson  -- Basketball.  

John Roosevelt “Jackie” Robinson -- First Black major league baseball player, first Black player elected to Baseball Hall of Fame; Roy Campanella (Baseball Hall of Fame); Henry “Hank Aaron (broke Babe Ruth’s home run record, 1974; holds 18 major league records); Willie Mays (Baseball Hall of Fame, hit 660 home runs in his 22-year career); Raymond “Hooks” Dandridge, Josh Gibson (elected to Baseball Hall of Fame from the Negro League); Frank Robinson (first Black manager of a major league team); “Bo” Jackson and Dieon Sanders (firsts two Black athletes to demonstrate excellence in two competitive sports—football and baseball).

BUSINESS

Booker T. Washington -- (educator, slave-born founder of Tuskegee Institute and the National Negro Business League); Samuel Fraunces (successful tavern owner, New York City 1770’s); Paul Cuffe (shipper/merchant, New England, 1790-1810); James Wormley (hotel proprietor, Washington, DC, 1800’s); George E. Johnson (Ultra-Sheen Hair Products, first Black-owned corporation listed on a national stock exchange); Leroy Callender (consulting engineer); John Sengstacke (newspaper publisher); Henry G. Parks, Jr. (founded sausage company); A. G. Gaston (Birmingham businessman); H.C. Haynes (barber/inventor of the razor strop, 1899); Wally Amos (talent agent and president of the Famous Amos Chocolate Chip Cookie Company); John Harold Johnson (editor/publisher, Ebony, Jet, Negro Digest).

INVENTORS

Garrett Augustus Morgan -- Invented the gas mask, safety hood, automatic traffic light, first human hair straightened.  He received a gold medal for using his invention as he dramatically saved the lives of miners who were trapped in a fallen tunnel.

Granville T. Woods -- Patented more than 60 items, many of which were used by railroads, including a device which powered trains by electricity rather than steam); Elijah McCoy -- Invented the self-lubricating machine, “The Real McCoy.”

Benjamin Banneker -- In 1771 invented the alarm clock.

Lewis Latimer -- Invented and patented the first practical electric light bulb that used a carbon filament.

M.B. Rhodes -- Patent the “water closet” which pave the way for modern-day indoor toilets.

Lloyd Hall -- Patented the process that reduced the curing time for bacon form several weeks to just a few hours.

W. Johnson -- Invented the egg beater.

Mme. Jenkins -- Invented Aunt Jemima’s pancake flour.

J. Hawkins -- Invented the gridiron, know today as the oven rack.

Norbert Rilljeux’s -- Revolutionized the sugar industry by patenting a multiple vacuum evaporation process the turned cane juice into white sugar crystals.  This process is also used in the manufacture of condensed milk, soap, glue, gelatin and in the recovery of waste liquids in distilleries and paper factories.

William B. Purvis -- Patented several paper bag machines, as well as metal cutters on wax paper an aluminum foil boxes.    

Sarah Boone -- Invented the ironing board, with its collapsible leg support.

Jan Matzeliger -- Revolutionized the shoe industry when he invented the shoe-lasting machine  thereby enabling shoe manufacturers to attached the top of shoes to their soles by machines.  This was the first machine to mass produce shoes.  Prior to that  time, it had been done by hand.

A. L. Rickman -- Invented overshoes.

William Hampton -- His discoveries led to the vulcanizing of rubber with which to make automobile tires.

Granville Woods -- Was often called the “Black Edison.”  He held over 35 patents on electro-mechanical devices which he sold to American Bell Telephone, General Electric, and Westinghouse Air Brake.  His inventions help to improve telegraphy and telephone instruments.

C.B. Brooks -- Invented the mechanical street sweepers.

P.B. Downing -- Responsible for inventing the mailboxes.

O. Dorsey --  Invented the door-holding device that helps to relieve the burden of someone opening and closing the door, when a large group of people or furniture is moving in or out the building.

T.B. Pinn -- Invented the file holder.  A wooden prototype of today’s modern file cabinets.

J L. Love -- Pencil sharpener.

Lewis Latimer -- Locking rack for hats, coats and umbrellas.  Better known today as the portable coat rack.

L.P Ray -- Dust pan.

T.W. Stewart -- Mop.

G.T. Sampson -- Clothes dryer.

S.R. Scottron -- Curtain rod.

W.S. Grant -- Curtain rod support.

J.A. Burr -- Lawn mower.

Frederick McKinley Jones -- Invented the first practical truck refrigeration unit that helped to change the food transport industry in the country.

Augustus Jackson -- Ice cream-making process.

Hydram Thomas -- A Saratoga chef, invented the potato chip.

Jones and Long -- Invented the bottle cap.

George F. Grant -- Golf tee.”

J.W. Batts -- Luggage carrier.

A.C. Richardson -- Invented the apparatus used to lower the casket into the grave.

Henery Brown -- Strong box.

George Washington Carver -- His work with the peanut, soybean and sweet potato contributed so importantly to the agriculture and industry.  Responsible for many inventions to include the dye.

Charles Drew -- A pioneer in the field of Blood Plasma preservation.

NOTE:  George Washington Carver and Dr. Charles Drew were the only two of virtually dozens of Blacks scientist-inventors and scholars whose genius has contributed to our society as we know it today.  Unfortunately, Dr., Drew died from injuries sustained as the results of a car accident in North Carolina, because they refuse to treat him at a white 

hospital.  

SOURCE:  Original article taken from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch February 1990.

Written By:  Edda R. Pittman, St. Louis, MO

Contributor:  Judy Peoples, Kansas City, MO.    

FIFTY YEARS OF CHANGE FOR BLACK AMERICA

For fifty years the Johnson Publishing Company, publishers of Ebony magazine, has served the Black community of this country.  Their Golden Anniversary edition was published in November 1992.  The following calendar of events in Black history was taken from that edition.  These dates represent milestones in the struggle for civil rights by Black Americans:

50 EVENTS THAT CHANGED BLACK AMERICA

1.
March 7, 1942 -- First Black cadets graduate from flying school at Tuskegee, Alabama.  In June 1943, the first squadron of Black aviators, the 99th Pursuit Squadron, flew its first combat mission, strafing enemy positions on the Italian island of Pantelleria.

2.
November 1, 1942 -- John H. Johnson, editor of Supreme Life Insurance Company newsletter, organizes Johnson Publishing Company and publishes first issue of Negro Digest.

3.
November 3, 1942 -- William L. Dawson is elected to Congress from Chicago.  On August 1, 1944, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. of Harlem became the first Black congressman from the East.

4.
April 3, 1944 -- The Supreme Court rules in Smith v. Alllwright the  “White primaries” could not exclude Black voters.

5.
April 24, 1944 -- The United Negro College Fund is incorporated.  

6.
April 25, 1945 -- The United Nations is founded at San Francisco meeting attended by Black American consultants, including W.E.B. DuBois, Mary McLeod Bethune, Ralph J. Bunche and Walter white.

7.
May 8, 1945 -- Germany surrenders on V-E Day, Japan surrendered on September 2, V-J Day, ending World War II.  A total of 1,154,720 Blacks were inducted into the armed services.  Many returned to America and attended college with the GI Bill of Rights benefits.

8.
October 23, 1945 -- Brooklyn Dodgers sign Jackie Robinson and send him to their Montreal farm team.  On April 15, 1947, Robinson made his debut at Ebbetts Fields and became the first Black in the Major Leagues in modern times.

9.
November 1, 1945 -- Founding of Ebony Magazine marks the beginning of a new era in Black-oriented journalism.

10.
March 21, 1946 -- Kenny Washington signs with the Los Angeles Rams and becomes the first Black player in professional football in 13 years.  Three other Blacks—Woody Strode of the Rams and Ben Willis and Marion Motely of the Cleveland Browns—signed in the same year.

11.
June 3, 1946 -- U.S. Supreme Court (Irene Morgan v. Commonwealth of Virginia) bans segregation in America.

12.
December 5, 1946 -- President Harry S. Truman creates the landmark Committee on Civil Rights.  In October 1947, the committee issued a formal report, “To Secure These Rights,” which condemned racism in America.

13.
July 26, 1948 -- In response to widespread Black protest and a threat of civil disobedience, President Truman issues two executive orders ending racial discrimination in federal employment and requiring equal treatment in the armed services.

14.
September 18, 1948 -- Ralph J. Bunche is confirmed as acting United Nations mediator in Palestine.  On September 22, 1950, Bunche was awarded the Nobel Peace Price for his successful mediation of the Israeli-Palestine conflict.  He was the first Black to win a Nobel Prize.

15.
November 1, 1951 -- Publication of  the first issue of Jet Magazine by Johnson Publishing Company marks the beginning of a new era of weekly news coverage in Black America.

16.
May 17, 1954 -- In a unanimous decision, the Supreme Court outlaws segregation in the public school system.  Landmark Brown v.  Board of Education decision sounded death knell for legal segregation in the United States.

17.
May 10, 1955 -- Chuck Berry records “Maybelline,” which played major role in development of rock ‘n’ roll.  Berry and other Black stars, notably Muddy Waters and Little Richard, were the major musical influences on the Beatles and others white groups.

18.
December 5, 1955 -- Historic Bus Boycott begins in Montgomery, Ala. Rosa Parks sparked the boycott when she refused (December 1) to give her bus seat to a white man.  The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. was elected president of the boycott organization.

19.
March 6, 1957 -- Independence celebration of Ghana marks the beginning of the end for colonial rule in Africa.

20.
August 29, 1957 -- U.S. Congress passes Civil Rights Act of 1957, the first federal civil rights legislation since 1875.

21.
September 25, 1957 -- Nine Little Rock, Ark., schoolchildren are escorted to Central High School by federal troops, ending efforts to thwart court-ordered integration.

22.
December 17, 1959 -- The founding of Motown Records helps change the understanding, marketing and promotion of Black popular music.

23.
February 1, 1960 -- Four North Carolina A&T students begin the Sit-in Movement at the lunch counter of a Greensboro, N.C. five-and dime store.

24.
May 4, 1961 -- Thirteen “Freedom Riders” begin bus trip through the South to test compliance with laws banning segregation in interstate transportation.  Black and White riders were bombed and savagely beaten, but their movement ended segregation interstate transportation facilities.

25.
October 1, 1962 -- Escorted by 12,000 federal troops, James Meredith enters the University of Mississippi, ending the state’s defiance of federal law.

26.
June 12, 1963 -- Medgar Evers, NAACP field secretary in Mississippi, is assassinated in front of his home.

27.
August 28, 1963 -- 250,000 people participate in the March on Washington, the biggest civil rights demonstration ever.

28.
September 15, 1963 -- Four Black girls are killed in the bombing of Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham.

29.
July 2, 1964 -- Civil Rights Bill, with public accommodations and fait employment sections, is signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson.

30.
August 20, 1964 -- President Johnson signs Economic Opportunity Act, initiating the “war on poverty.”

31.
February 21, 1965 -- Malcolm X, charismatic Black nationalist leader, is assassinated at the Audubon Ballroom in Harlem.  Three Blacks were later convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment.

32.
March 21, 1965 -- Thousands of marchers, led by Martin Luther King, Jr. and protected by federal troops, complete the first leg of the Selma-to-Montgomery march. 

33.
August 6, 1965 -- President John signs the Voting Rights Bill which authorized the suspension of literacy tests.  Federal examiners were sent to the South under provisions of the bill.

34.
August 11, 1965 -- An insurrection starts in the Watts section of Los Angels and rages for six days.  The Watts insurrection was the first in a wave of major disturbances that forced a national reappraisal of racism in America.

35.
January 18, 1966 -- Robert Weaver is sworn in as secretary of housing and urban development and becomes the first Black member of a presidential cabinet.

36.
October 2, 1967 -- Thurgood Marshall becomes the first Black member of the U.S. Supreme Court.

37.
November 7, 1967 -- Carl Stoked of Cleveland and Richard Hatcher of Gary become the first Blacks elected mayor of  major U.S. cities.

38.
February 29, 1968 -- The National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders (the Kerner Commission) says in formal report that White racism is the root cause of the riots in American cities.

39.
April 4, 1968 -- Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated by White sniper in Memphis.  The assassination triggered a national crisis with rioting in more than 100 cities and calls for racial renewal and repentance.  President Johnson declared a day of mourning.

40.
April 20, 1968 -- U.S. Congress passes Civil rights Bill banning racial discrimination in the housing market  and making it a crime to interfere with civil rights workers. 

41.
January 23-30, 1977 -- The ABC-TV dramatization of Alex Haley’s “Roots” becomes the highest-rated drama in TV history and sparks a national “roots” craze.

42.
 November 2, 1983 -- President Ronald Reagan changes his mind and signs a bill designating the third Monday in January of each year as a federal holiday in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.  Millions celebrated the first holiday on January 20, 1986.

43.
 November 3, 1983 -- The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, president of Operation PUSH, announces that he will run for U.S. President.  His campaign generated unprecedented fervor.  In his second bid for the presidency in 1988, he captured four states primaries.

44.
 September 20, 1984 -- The Cosby Show premieres on NBC-TV and changes the image of African-Americans and the viewing habits of White Americans.

45.
 September 21, 1989 -- Gen. Colin L. Powell is confirmed by the Senate as the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

46
November 7, 1989 -- L. Douglas Wilder of Virginia becomes the first Black elected governor.

47.
January 24, 1991 -- The spreading AIDS epidemic is called a major health threat to African-Americans by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.  Officials said the disease, which forced a major re-evaluation of sexual relationship, was the leading cause of death among African-American women 15 to 44 years old in New York State and New Jersey.  African-American leaders cited the danger to addicts using infected needles and called for safe sex practices.

48.
March 3, 1991 -- Videotaped beating of motorist Rodney G. King by White Los Angeles police officers sparks an international uproar.  Four White officers were indicated on March 14.     

49.
June 27, 1991 -- Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall announces his retirement and decries the increasingly direction of the Court.  On July 1, President Bush nominated Clarence Thomas, a conservative Black on the U.S. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, to fill the vacant seat.  Thomas, who was opposed by major civil rights groups, was confirmed by a narrow 52 to 48 margin after Attorney Anita Hill, a Black woman who had worked for him at the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, accused him of sexual harassment.  Judge Thomas denied the charge but the Judiciary Committee bearing set the stage for the Year of the Woman political races in 1992.

50.
April 29, 1992 -- Acquittal of four White police officers in the Rodney case sparks biggest U.S. riot since the urban explosions during the Civil War.  Federal troops were called out to quell rebellion.  The LA Corner’s Office said 58 person died during the disturbances.     
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