LESSON NUMBER:
30

TASK:
Jewish-American Experience

STANDARD:
1.  Describe the historical perspective.



2.  Describe the Jewish identity.



3.  Describe the concepts of Judaism.



4.  Describe the Jewish culture.  



5.  Explain Anti-Semitism.



6.  Explain the current relationships.



7.  Define the contemporary issues. 

1.  Concept of Judaism:

2.  Early Jewish History:

3.  Immigration: The Jews come to America

a.  1654-1829, 23 people. 


b.  5,000 by 1829.

c.  1820-1880.



d.  1880-1924

4. Legislation.

5.  State of Israel. 

a. The establishment of Israel ended a debate amongst Jewish-Americans, which had split the Jewish communities for many years on whether to support the state of Israel or not. Unfortunately, it raised anti-Semitic sentiment, because people thought that with the establishment of a Jewish homeland the Jews in America would desert in droves to Israel.  This did not happen, because being Jewish does not tie a person to a nationality

b. Jewish-Americans stayed in America, but supported Israel with money and skills.

c.  In 1948, the American Counsel on Higher Learning recommended the          elimination of religious preference on college entrance applications   

6.Traditional definitions of a Jew is the following: 


a.  Born of a Jewish _______________.

7.Jewish religions: Is the Cornerstone

1. Orthodox:

            a.  _______________ to Judaism, approved by a recognized Rabbi (only Orthodox Rabbi).

2. Reform:

            a   Lineage from either parent.

3. Conservative:

a. As long as the child is raised in a Jewish traditions, according to the reformed Jewish community.

             b.  Contemporary definition (could be by any Rabbi).

8.  Judaism.  Its values and ethics:


a.  The inherent dignity and importance of all of humankind, derived from the belief that we are all made in the image of God;


b.  The equality of all people rooted in our common descent from Eve and Adam;


c.  The capacity of all people, given the will and the right educational tools, to improve themselves;


d.  The concept of wealth as representing that which is God’s and which is given to human owners in a trust relationship, a trust which requires sharing of the wealth with the less fortunate;


e.  The attendant special concern which God has mandated for the poor, the widow, the hungry, and the orphan;

f. The belief that a society or state is created to serve the needs of its citizens, not vice versa;


g.  The existence of certain laws (the seven Noachide laws) which were regarded as essential to any civilized society;


h.  The rule of law to which even the highest human ruler is accountable;


i.  Freedom of choice and concomitant responsibility of each person for his or her actions; 


j.  The paramount obligation of individuals and societies to pursue justice, righteousness and “darkei shalom.”

9.   Jewish Culture: Places a strong Value on Education and work


a.  The Torah (Bible).


b.  The Talmud (Law).


c.  Mitzvah.




d.  One God.


e.  Covenant.




f.  Dietary Laws (Kashrut).

10.  Celebration and Holidays.


a.  Sabbath.




b.  Rosh Hashanah.


c.  Yom Kippur.



d.  Sukkot.


e.  Simchat Torah.



f.  Chanukah.


g.  Purim.




h.  Pesach.


i.  Shavuot.

11.  Jewish families are nuclear families. The roles of the Jewish women are reflected below:

ORTHODOX
CONSERVATIVE
REFORM

Separate Worship
Congregational Choice
Full Participation, Family

Seating

Minyan-male (Quorum 

or 10)
Minyan-choice Congregation
Minyan men and women 

(any number)

Bris (Circumcision)
Bris Naming Ceremony
Naming Ceremony

Bar Mitzvah
Bat Mitzvah
Bat Mitzvah

Lineage (religious/

tradition)
Lineage Contemporary
Contemporary Definition

Rabbis-men
Women Rabbis Since 1983
Women Rabbis Since 1972

(Sally Priesland was the first)

12.  Anti-Semitism.  Discrimination or prejudice against Jews; hostility towards Jews.  Some of the mutual help associations include:

a.  B’nai B’rith (1943).


         b.  Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (1981

c.  American Jewish Committee (1906).
          d.  Anti-defamation League of B’nai B’rith 








(1913).

13.  Jewish contemporary issues:


a.  Social/Political.


b.  Cultural.


c.  Military service.

STUDENT HANDOUT #30-1

JEWISH-AMERICAN CONTRIBUTION


Jewish-Americans have participated in all aspects of American life.  They have made notable contributions in the fields of medicine, science, law, education, literature, music, and art.  Like any other minority, to ignore their influence and impact from the American experience is not only to change it but to diminish what America is today.  There are many books written on their contributions.  Here we will highlight some of these contributions.

LAW, GOVERNMENT, AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

Senator Jacob Javits - U.S. Senator from New York.

Admiral Hyman Rickover - Father of the U.S. Navy nuclear submarine program.

Erick Formm - Psychoanalyst and social philosopher.

Louis D. Brandies, Benjamin Cardozo, Arthur Golberg, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Felix Frankfurter - U.S. Supreme Court Justice.

Henry Kissinger - Secretary of State.

Alan M. Dershowitz - Harvard law professor and attorney.

Samuel Gompers - Founder of the American Labor Movement and the American Federation of Labor.

LITERATURE

Isaac Bashevis Singer - Yiddish writer who won the Nobel Prize in literature in 1978.

Arthur Miller - Playwright and author Received the Pulitzer Prize for “Death of a Salesman,” and a “View from the Bridge.” 

Bernard Malamud - Writer who won the Pulitzer in 1966 for “The Fixer.”

Saul Bellow - Writer who won the Nobel Prize in literature in 1976.

Allen Ginsburg, and Emma Lazarus - Poets.

Herman Wouk Leon Uris, J.D. Salinger, Philip Roth, Irving Wallace, Art Buchwald, Norman Mailer, and Elie Wiesel - Writers.

Joseph Pulitzer - Journalist and publisher who established the “Pulitzer Prize.”

MUSIC, ART, AND ENTERTAINMENT

Irving Berlin, Aaron Copeland, George Gershwin, Marvin Hamlisch, Stephen Sondheim, and Art Garfunkel - Musical composers.

Leonard Bernstein - Musical composer and Director of the New York Philharmonic.

Iassc Stern - Violin virtuoso.

Danny Kaye, George Burns Harry Houdini, Al Johnson, Milton Berle, Zero Mostel and the Marx Brothers  - Actors.

Bob Dylan - Musician, composer, and singer.

Isaac Stern, Beverly Sills and Valdimir Horowitz - Classical musicians.

Gilda Radner - Actress.

Phil Slivers, Kirk Douglas, Dustin Hoffman, Richard Dreyfuss and Henry Winkler - Actors.

Barbara Streisand - Actress, singer, film director.

Lenny Bruce - Comedian.

Sammy Davis, Jr. - Comedian, actor, singer.

Bette Midler - Actress, singer.

Mel Brooks - Comedian, film director, writer.

Woody Allen - Actor, film director, writer.

Arthur Fiedler - Conductor of the Boston Pops.

Andre Previn - Conductor, composer, pianist.

Louise Nevelson - Sculptor.

Bob Dylan and Neil Diamond - Singers.

Louis B. Mayer, David Selznik, Otto Preminger, Mike Nichols and Steven Spielberg - Movie producers. 

MEDICINE AND SCIENCE

Casimir Funk - Physician who discovered vitamins.

Jonas Salk - Epidemiologist who developed a vaccine against polio.

Albert Einstein - Physicist who changed our perception of the universe with his development of the theory of relatively.  Won Nobel Prize for Physics in 1922.

Judith Resnick - The first Jewish-American woman astronaut.  She was killed in the explosion of the space shuttle, Challenger.

Harold E. Vermus - Microbiologist and educator who won the Nobel Prize in medicine in 1989 for his work in genetic research.

Jerome I. Friedman - Physicist who won the Nobel Prize in physics in 2990 for showing that protons and neutrons were composed of quarks.

Harry M. Markowitz - Economist who won the Nobel Prize in 1990 for the work in investment strategies.

J. Robert Oppenheimer - Physicist who managed the “Manhattan Project” that  developed the Atomic Bomb during World War II.

Isaac Asimov - Scientist and Author.

Jonas Salk - Polio

Selman Waksman - Antibiotics, Nobel Prize Winner.

LABOR AND INDUSTRY

Samuel Gompers - Founder and president of the American Federation of Labor.

David Dubinsky -Helped to establish the International Ladies Garment Workers’ Union.

David Sarnoff - Started as a messenger boy and rose to the head of RCA, Radio Corporation of America.

SPORTS

Max Baer, and Maxie Rosenblum - Boxing

Hank Greenburg, and Sandy Koufax - Baseball

Nat Holman, and Red Auerbach - Basketball

Mark Spitz - Swimming

Sid Luckman - Football  

JEWISH-AMERICAN MILITARY PARTICIPATION


One of the claims anti-Semites, or those not well informed, have made what was that Jewish-Americans do not serve in the military.  The record shows quite a different picture.  During the last two World Wars, Jewish-Americans have not only served with distinction but in numbers exceeding their percentage of the population.  When the new Jewish immigrants came to this country over a century ago, many were fearful that perhaps this new land would make them at best only second class citizens.  When the wars came, however, they joined the ranks like all other ethno-Americans and laid their blood on the field of battle as if they were first class citizens.  If participation in battle is considered a test of one’s loyalty, then Jewish-Americans are very loyal citizens.


They stories that can be told about Jewish-American participation and heroism in battle are many.  These were achieved despite the anti-Semitism that many service members experienced while serving their country.  There are many books on the subject; however, we will only highlight some of the Jewish-American contributions.

MILITARY HIGHLIGHTS


Revolutionary and Pre-Civil War:  There were about 2,000 Jews living in America during the time of the Revolutionary War.  Beginning a trend that was to continue to modern times, the majority of eligible Jewish males participated in the war.  they left an interesting history behind them. 


  There was a predominantly Jewish company form South Carolina.  This happened quite by accident.  It appears that the region from which this company originated was mostly populated by Jews.


  Some famous Jewish combatants of the Revolutionary War are Captain Richard Lushington, Lieutenant Colonel David S. Franks, Lieutenant Colonel Solomon Bush, and Ensign Mordecai Davis.


  The first South Carolinian to fall in the Revolutionary War was Francis Salvador, a Jewish-American.  He is often called the “Paul Revere” of the South.


After independence was secured, Jewish-Americans continued to participate in the new Army of the United States.  Simon M. Levy from Baltimore, Maryland, was appointed a cadet to the first class at the Military Academy of West Point in 1802.  The first Jewish-American captain in the United States Navy was Uriah P. Levy.  He served with distinction in the War of 1812 and was instrumental in abolishing corporal punishment in the Navy.  He experienced much anti-Semitism during his service, and as a consequence reflective of the time, had to fight many duels.  Many of those serving with him thought that, as a Jew, he was unfit to hold such a high rank.  Other Jewish-Americans that served during the War of 1812 were Commodore John Ordroneux and Captain Mordecai Myers.


Some highlights of the Jewish-American participation in the United States War with Mexico are:



Surgeon general David de Leon from South Carolina, twice took command of combat soldiers on the battlefield who lost their own commanders.  He received a special citation from Congress for this heroic action.



  Other combatants of this war include Colonel Leon Dyer, Israel Moses, and General David Emanuel Twiggs.


The Civil War and After:  All wars are sad, but perhaps the Civil War was the saddest war in which Americans have fought.  This war literally was brother fight against brother.  The losses on both sides were tremendous, as both sides fought valiantly for the causes they believed in.  Jewish-Americans, like all other Americans, shared in that tragedy on both sides of the field, both Americans fought in the Civil War, 8,400 for the Union and 10,000 for the Confederacy.  Some highlights are:  



  Seven Jewish-Americans were awarded the Medal of Honor in the Union Army.



  Several Jewish-Americans rose to the rank of general.  Frederick Knefler, a volunteer private at the beginning of the war, was the first Jewish brevet major general.



  Edward S. Salomon, who became governor of the Washington Territory after the war, was famous for his courage in the Battles of Fredrickson, Mainfordville, and Gettysburg



Philip J. Joachimson was a New York District Attorney who secured the first anti-slavery conviction.  He was instrumental in organizing the 59th New York Volunteer Regiment.  He served as a lieutenant colonel in the Regiment and was later promoted to brigadier general.



  The banking firm of Seligman Brothers provided financial support to the Union Army during the war.



  The same Surgeon General David de Leon that fought valiantly in the United States war against Mexico earlier was the first Surgeon General of the Confederacy.



Judah Philip Benjamin served both as Secretary of War and Secretary of  State for the Confederacy.



  The Army of the Confederate States of America (CSA) had at least 23 Jewish-American staff officers.



Captain Levi Myers Harby, Navy-CSA, distinguished himself in the defense of Galveston.



  The first Jewish chaplain, Jacob Frankel, was appointed by Presidential order on September 10, 1862.  Up to this time, the military only appointed Christian clergy as chaplains.


After the war the nation proceeded to heal its wounds.  Unfortunately there were those that refused to recognize the contributions Jewish-Americans made on both sides of that war.  As a response to unfounded statements that Jewish-Americans do not fight for their country, the Hebrew Union Veterans Organization was founded on March 15, 1896.  This organization was a forerunner to the Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America.  The latter is recognized as the oldest veteran’s organization in America.


The Spanish-American War saw a total of 300, 000 Americans fighting.  This was approximately 0.4 percent of the general population.  About 5,000 Jewish-Americans saw service in this war, representing 0.5 percent of the Jewish population of the country.  Among those Jewish-Americans who participated, there were 30 Army officers and 20 Naval officers.  The 2 percent casualty rate of the war was similar to the Jewish casualty rate.  Adolph Marix commanded the U.S. battleship Maine shortly before it was sunk.  Jewish-Americans were also to be found among the “Rough Riders.”  Jacob Wilbusky was the first to be killed in an early skirmish.

World War I.  A summary of the war record of Jewish-Americans in World War I:

Total population of the United States in 1917




103,690,473

Jewish population in the United States in 1917




3,389,000

Total number in the Armed Forces of the United States


4,355,000

Jews serving in the Armed Forces of the U.S. (approximate)

250,000

Percentage of Jews in the total population





3.27%

Percentage of  Jews in the Armed Forces





5.73%

DISTRIBUTION AMONG SERVICES

Infantry
















35.7%

Artillery
















11.6%

Cavalry
















   1.5%

Engineers















   4.2%

Signal and Aviation













   6.5%

Ordnance















   2.4%

Quartermaster














   8.9%

Other Branches














     .6%

CASUALTIES

Dead (approximate)










       

3,500

Wounded (approximate)











     12,000

COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Army

Generals















       1

Colonels and Lieutenant  Colonels









     94

Majors
















   404

Captains















1,504

Lieutenants















6,000

Navy

Miscellaneous (including one Admiral)








1,013

Marines

Miscellaneous (including one General)








   161

Total
















9,177

DECORATIONS

Congressional Medal of Honor











3

Distinguished Service Medals and Crosses







   147

Other decorations, citations, and awards








   982

Total
















1,132

SOURCE:  Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America

World War II.  A summary of the war record of Jewish-Americans participants in World War II.

Total Population of the United States






  135,000,000

Total Jewish population of the United States





      4,500,000

Total number in the Armed Forces of the United States


    13,000,000

Jews serving in the Armed Forces of the United States



   550,000

Percentage of Jews in the total population






    
3.33%

Percentage of Jews in the Armed Forces







4.23%

DISTRIBUTION AMONG SERVICES

Army
















   80%

Infantry
















     .7%

Other Ground Forces












   8.5%

Air Corps















 33.5%

Navy
















    17%

Marine Corps














      2%

Coast Guard














      1%

CASUALTIES

Dead (approximate)













11,000

Wounded (approximate)












40,000

DECORATIONS

Medal of Honor















    2

Distinguished service Medals and Crosses and Navy Crosses


      157

Silver Star















   1,600

Other decorations, citations and awards









50,242

Total
















 52,000

About 60% of all Jewish physicians in the United States under 45 years of age were in the Service.

Multiple Family Contributions:  

4 Jewish families contributed 8 members each 

12 Jewish families contributed 7 members each 

19 Jewish families contributed 6 members each  

(These figures are approximate)

SOURCE:  Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America


The saga of Jewish-Americans fighters continues to the present.  Approximately 150,000 Jewish-Americans saw service during the Korean War.  In Vietnam, about 30,000 Jewish-Americans served.  Among them was Major General Ben Sternberg.  Colonel Jack H. Jacobs won the Medal of Honor for heroism in Vietnam.  According to early figures complied by the National Museum of Americans served in the Gulf War.  Out of an overall force of about 500,000, this represents approximately 2 percent of the force.   
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