LESSON NUMBER:
28

TASK:
Women in the Military

STANDARD:
1.  History of contributions of women in the military.



2.  Women’s Armed Services Integration Act of 1948 (WASIA).



3.  Contemporary issues.



4.  Strategies to affect the full integration of women.

1.  Revolutionary War.

2.  Civil War.

3.  The first women’s component in the military was established by the Army in 1901.  This component was the Army Nurse Corps.  In 1908 the Navy Nurse Corps was authorized.  Initially, the Navy Nurse Corps was comprised of only 20 White women.

4.  W.W.I.

5.  W.W.II.  During W.W.II 360,000 women joined the military in response to the recruiting call, “Free a man to fight.”  The first women’s group to be organized by Congress in May 1942 was the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAACs).  They were hired under civilian contract with no military benefits.

6.  Units were segregated by color throughout the war.  Black women were affected severely by segregation.  The 4,000 Black women who served as WACs served in disproportionate numbers as cooks, bakers, laundry workers, hospital orderlies, and waitresses.  A few Black women did enter skilled fields such as medical stenographer, physical therapy, aircraft maintenance, teletype operating, and photography. 

7.  Laws, Policies, and Contributions.


a. The Women’s Armed Integration Act (WASIA).



(1) Women under 18 years of age could not enlist and, if less than 21, were required to have consent of their parent or guardian.  Men, on the other hand, could enlist with parental consent at the age of 17 and on their own after 18.



(2) Husbands of military women had to prove dependency.  Wives of men did not.  Women are automatically discharged upon pregnancy or if they acquired children under 18 years of age by either marriage or adoption.



(3) Enlisted women could not exceed two percent of the total enlisted strength.  Female officer, excluding nurses, could not exceed 10 percent of the total enlisted female strength.



(4) Officers could not progress beyond 0-5 unless they were appointed to be Director of Women in their service.  Then, they attained the grade of 0-6.  If reassigned, women were reverted to the former lower grade.  However, if they retired from the Director position, they were permitted to retire as an 0-6.



(5) No women could serve in command positions.  They could not enter aviation training, ROTC, or the military academies.  Very few career fields were open.  Those that were open were mainly in the administration and medical areas.  Women could hold supervisory positions over other women only.


b.  Combat restrictions for women varied amongst the services.  Women’s role in combat was outlined in the law and modified in the U.S. code.  The following restrictions applied.



(1) The Air Force code is Title 10, Sec 8549 which states that women cannot be assigned to duty in aircraft engaged in combat missions.



(2) The Navy code is Title 10, Sec 6015 which states that women cannot be assigned to duty in aircraft engaged in combat missions nor to duty on vessels of the Navy except hospital ships and naval transports.



(3) The Army had no statutory provisions prohibiting combat.  The Secretary of the Army was given authority to assign troops as needed.



(4) WASIA did not apply to the Coast Guard.  In July 1949, Title 14, Sec 762 was passed to establish the Coast Guard women’s reserve again.  It limited women to authority over female reservists and to duty only in the U.S..


c.  Defense Advisory Committee on Women in The Service (DACOWITS).  



(1) To advise him on all matters pertaining to women in the military.



(2) To interpret to the public the need for and the roles of women in the services and to promote public acceptance of the military as a career for women.


d.  Public Law 90-130



(1) Men and women can enlist at the age of 18 without parental consent.  



(2) Changed proof of dependency.



(3) Allow women to request waivers to stay in the Service.  In 1975, DoD reversed its pregnancy policy.  Pregnant women were allowed to remain in service unless they asked to get out.



(4) The two percent ceiling was removed for women and they can now be appointed as generals and flag officers.



(5) Women can participate in ROTC programs and the military academies, including the Coast Guard.



(6) Women can serve aboard some Navy ships and all ships in the Coast Guard.



(7) Women can participate in aviation training in all services.



(8) Women can serve in all but direct combat-related MOSs.

8.  Vietnam.

9. Height of Vietnam.  


a.  Oct 78 - Public Law 95-485 officially eliminated the WAC Corps. 


b.  ERA.


c.  Grenada.


d.  Attack on Libya.


e.  Operation Just Cause.


f.  Operation Desert Storm.

10.  Elimination of the combat exclusion law. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF WOMEN IN THE U.S. ARMED FORCES

1775 American Revolution:  Women served on the battlefield as nurses, water bearers, cooks, laundresses and saboteurs.  Deborah Sampson Gannett, alias Robert Shirtleff, disguised herself as a man and served in the Continental Army.

War of 1812: Mary Marshall and Mary Allen served as nurses aboard Commodore Stephen Decatur's ship United States.

1861-1865 Civil War: Courageous women including Dorothea Dix, Clara Barton and Harriet Tubinan provided casualty care to Union and Confederate troops.  Convent nuns nursed the wounded at field hospitals and on the Union hospital ship Red Rover.
Women like Confederate soldier Loreta Velasquez, alias Harry T. Buford, served as soldiers on both sides.  Belie Boyd was among the women who were spies.

Dr. Mary Walker received the Congressional Medal of Honor, the first and only woman to receive the nation's highest military honor.

1898 Spanish American War:  Dr. Anita Newcomb McGee, then Vice President of the National Society of the DAR, was placed in charge of selecting the more than 1,500 contract nurses who served with the Army in Hawaii, Cuba, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, hospitals stateside, and on the hospital ship Relief.  Twenty nurses died during the war.

1901:  Army Nurse Corps established; Dita H. Kinney served as First Superintendent.

1908:  Navy Nurse Corps established; Esther Voorhees Hasson served as First Superintendent.

1917-1918 World War 1: The Navy enlisted 11,880 Yeomen (F) and Marine Corps enlisted 305 Marine Reservists (F) to "free men to fight" by filling positions such as clerks and telephone operators. 2 women served with the Coast Guard. 21,480 Army nurses and 1,476 Navy nurses served in hospitals.

1941-1945 World War II: Thirteen Army nurses on a medical evacuation flight to Bari, Italy, crashed in the Albanian mountains far behind enemy lines in 1944. They and the plane's crew walked 800 miles across the mountains to freedom.  At Anzio, Italy, six Army nurses died from two separate German bombardments. Nurse Deloris Buckley was one of several nurses wounded in these attacks.  1941, Army and Navy nurses were taken prisoner-of-war. Five Navy nurses were captured when the island of Guam fell to Japanese forces. They were transferred to a prison camp in Japan and held for five months. Eleven Navy nurses captured in the Philippines endured 37 months as prisoners of the Japanese at Los Banos prison camp, and 66 Army nurses were imprisoned for 33 months at Santo Tomas prison camp in the Philippines.

1949:  Air Force established its Nurse Corps.  Army and Air Force established the Medical Specialist Corps.

1950-53 Korean War: Army nurses arrived in Pusan to help set up a hospital - the first of about 540 to serve in the combat zone.  Navy nurses served on hospital ships and Air Force nurses with Air Evacuation units.  Major Genevieve Smith, ANC, died in a plane crash on 27 July 1950.

Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) created to advise on recruitment of military women.

1953:  Dr. Fae Margaret Adams, an Army Reserve officer, became-the first woman physician to be commissioned a medical officer in the regular U.S. Army.

1955:  Men accepted into the Army and Air Force Nurse Corps. 1965: Men accepted into the Navy Nurse Corps.

1965-75 Vietnam War: Some 7,500 American military women served in Southeast Asia.  The majority in-country were Army nurses. 1969: Lieutenant Sharon Lane died of shrapnel wounds. 1975: Air Force flight nurse Captain Mary T. Klinker died in Vietnam when the C-5A Galaxy transport evacuating Vietnamese orphans crashed on takeoff.  Six other American military women died in the fine of duty.

1967:  Legal ceilings on women's promotions repealed.

1969:  Air Force Reserve Officers' Training Corps (AFROTC) became coeducational.

1970:  Army promoted first women to brigadier general, Anna Mae Hays, Chief, Army Nurse Corps, and Elizabeth P. Hoisington, WAC Director.

1971:  Air Force promoted Jeanne M. Holm, WAF Director, to brigadier general.

Military draft ended.  More women recruited.  Army and Navy women entered ROTC.

Navy Chief Admiral Zumwalt published Z-116 declaring Navy's commitment to equal rights and opportunities for women.

1979:  Hazel W. Johnson, Army Nurse Corps, became the first black woman brigadier general and first black Chief of the Army Nurse Corps.

Lieutenant (junior grade) Beverly G. Kelley assumed command of the Coast Guard Cutter Cape Newagen, the first woman to command a military vessel.

1980:  First women graduated from the service academies.

1981:  Congress upheld decision excluding women from the draft.

1983:  Lieutenant Colleen Nevius became the first Navy woman test pilot upon completing Test Pilot School.

170 women among forces deployed to Grenada on Operation Urgent Fury. 1984: Kristin Holdereid graduated top of her class at the Naval Academy.

1986:  Air Force women served as pilots, copilots, and boom operators on the KC-135 and KC-10 tankers that refueled FB-llls during the raid on Libya.

1989:  770 women deployed to Panama in Operation Just Cause.

Army Captain Linda L. Bray, commander of the 988th Military Police Company, led her soldiers in an infantry-style firelight against Panamanian

Defense Forces.

Three female Army pilots nominated for Air Medals after their helicopters encountered heavy enemy fire.

Kristin M. Baker named brigade commander of the West Point Corps of Cadets.

1990-91 War in the Persian Gulf: Some 40,000 American military women deployed on Operation Desert Shield/Storm.

Two Army women, Specialist Melissa Rathbun-Nealy, a truck driver, and Major Rhonda Cornum, a flight surgeon, were taken prisoner by the Iraqis.

1991:  Congress repealed laws banning women from flying in combat.

Service women deployed to Honduras.

1992:  Secretary of Defense Memo "Zero Tolerance of Sexual Harassment."

1993:  Air Force Lieutenant Jeannie Flynn entered combat pilot training.
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