LESSON NUMBER:
16

TASK:
System/Victim Focus

STANDARD:
1. Define Victim Focus.



2.  Learn Steps in Blaming the Victim.



3.  Describe Factors that Promote Blaming the Victim.



4.  Define System Focus.



5.  Describe Methods to Prevent Victim Focus.

1.  Victim focus.  A reactive problem-solving approach which narrowly defines social problems in terms of the victims.  It sees the victim as the cause of the problems, and focuses on how we can fix the victims and integrate them back into the system.  In other words, there is sometimes a tendency to “blame the victim” rather than looking at the entire picture to determine exactly what the problem is.

2.  Steps in blaming the victim.


a.  Identify a social problem.


b.  Study those affected and determine how they are different.


c.  Define the differences as the cause.


d.  Assign someone or something to correct the differences.

3.  Social factors that promote blaming the victim.


a.  _______________.


b.  _______________.


c.  Acceptance of the victimization. 

4.  System focus.  A proactive problem solving approach which broadly defines social problems as being part of, or caused by, the system, organization, society, or community.  We look at the system which produces the victims, and address the problem by determining how we can change or improve the system as well as the victims, to prevent further problems.

5.  Why is System Focus not commonly used:


a.  _______________.


b.  Victim desires _______________.


c.  _______________ process.

6.  Methods to prevent victim focus:


a.  _______________.

b. Assessment and _______________.

PRACTICAL EXERCISE #16-1

SOMEWHERE U.S.A.

INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the scenario and follow the instructions.

As he left the house to go on a short trip, the jealous GOVERNOR warned his lovely WIFE:  “Stay home while I am gone, or I will punish you severely when I return.”

But as the hours passed, the young wife grew bored and lonely, and despite her husband’s warning, decided to visit her LOVER on the other side of town.

After spending several pleasant hours visiting her lover, the wife decided to return home.

On her way home she stopped to buy some groceries, but inadvertently parked in a no-parking zone and her car was towed away and impounded.

Not having the money to pay the towing fee, and parking violation fine, she called her lover for money who stated, "I would really like to help you, but I can't."

The wife called the impound lot and asked the OWNER if he would please give her car back and that she would return tomorrow morning to pay her bill.  The owner said, "That is too bad.  No money no car!"

She decided to walk home, but a few blocks later, on a dimly lit street, she noticed a group of youths that appeared to be a gang, so she turned around.

Her fear growing that her husband would soon return home, the wife ran crying to the home of a FRIEND, and after explaining her situation her friend said, "If you had not disobeyed your husband, this would not have happened.  I will not give you any money."

The wife left the friend's house and decided to walk home anyway.  On her way home she was killed.

USING THE LIST BELOW, RANK THE CHARACTERS FROM ONE TO FIVE, IN ORDER OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DEATH OF THE WIFE.  “ONE” BEING THE MOST RESPONSIBLE AND “FIVE” BEING THE LEAST.

THE GOVERNOR_____
THE WIFE_____
THE OWNER_____ 

THE LOVER_____

THE FRIEND

3
1
                                                                           SG16-


