Subject:  P U 191629Z, two-point seat belt systems in HMMWVs
> 1.  RECENTLY THE ARMY EXPERIENCED A TRAGIC ACCIDENT INVOLVING A

> VARIATION OF THE HIGH MOBILITY MULTI-PURPOSE WHEELED VEHICLE (HMMWV)

> FAMILY OF VEHICLES.  THIS VEHICLE UTILIZED A TWO-POINT SEATBELT

> RESTRAINT SYSTEM COMMON TO OLDER VERSIONS OF THE HMMWV.  WHAT MAKES

> THIS ACCIDENT ESPECIALLY TRAGIC IS THAT THE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE

> WAS WEARING HIS SEATBELT DURING THE COURSE OF THE ACCIDENT.

> UNFORTUNATELY, HE WAS NOT WEARING IT CORRECTLY.

> 2.  THE ARMY RECOGNIZED A SIGNIFICANT HAZARD ASSOCIATED WITH THE

> STANDARD TWO-POINT SEATBELT RESTRAINT SYSTEM IN THE HMMWV.  WHILE

> THE SEATBELT IS RETRACTABLE, IT DOES NOT CONTAIN AN INERTIAL

> STOPPING DEVICE THAT MOST CIVILIAN VEHICLES HAVE AS STANDARD

> EQUIPMENT.  THIS MEANS THAT THE USER MUST REMOVE ALL SLACK FROM THE

> RETRACTOR AND TIGHTEN THE SEATBELT SNUG ACROSS THE BODY.

> INSTRUCTIONS ON PROPER WEAR OF THE SEATBELT AND WARNINGS ABOUT THE

> HAZARDS ASSOCIATED WITH THIS SEATBELT ARE POSTED IN

> TM 9-2320-28-10.

> 3.  THE TWO-POINT SEATBELT SYSTEM IS CURRENTLY BEING PHASED OUT.

> MODIFICATION WORK ORDER 9-2320-280-35-2, DATED 1 JUN 96, OUTLINES

> THE PROCEDURES FOR INSTALLATION OF THE THREE-POINT SEATBELT

> RESTRAINT SYSTEM FOR BASIC VERSIONS OF THE HMMWV.  UNTIL COMPLETION

> OF THESE MODIFICATIONS, COMMANDERS SHOULD DO THE FOLLOWING:

>     A.    WARN PERSONNEL OF THE HAZARDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TWO-POINT

SEATBELT RESTRAINT SYSTEM.

>     B.  TRAIN PERSONNEL ON THE CORRECT PROCEDURES FOR USE OF THE

TWO-POINT SEATBELT RESTRAINT SYSTEM.

>     C.  RIGIDLY ENFORCE THE REQUIREMENTS OF AR 385-55 FOR MANDATORY

> SEATBELT USE IN ALL VEHICLES SO EQUIPPED.

> 4.  ADDITIONALLY, COMMANDERS SHOULD REVIEW MAINTENANCE AND

> INSPECTION PROCEDURES FOR ALL VEHICLES CONTAINING THE TWO-POINT
> SEATBELT RESTRAINT SYSTEM.  ENSURE ALL WARNINGS ARE POSTED (ON THE

> VEHICLE AND IN APPLICABLE TMS) AND ADHERED TO DURING ALL TYPES OF

> OPERATIONS.

