
Greetings from Fort Knox!   

Since my last column one year ago, a lot has happened 

on Fort Knox as our Army is in a period of transition. 

In May, the 3,500-Soldier 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st 

Infantry Division held its inactivation ceremony.  This unit 

came to Fort Knox in October 2009, and deployed twice 

since then in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  

While sad to see this outstanding unit go, its Soldiers are 

to be applauded for their exemplary service to this nation. 

Meanwhile, another one of our deployable organizations 

– the 19th Engineer Battalion – returned from a nine-month deployment to Kuwait 

where they performed construction missions throughout the Middle East.  The unit 

also returned to a brand-new home – a $41 million complex that includes all their 

administrative facilities, barracks and a motor pool.  This is a much needed up-

grade for the 19th Engineers, as their old facilities exhausted their useful life and 

were spread out across the post.   

The 19th Engineer Battalion also grew over the past year.  The 541st Sapper     

Company and 42nd Clearance Company – both from Bamberg, Germany – joined 

the battalion, making the 19th Engineers the largest battalion of its type in the Army 

at about 950 Soldiers.    

Another area of growth involves U.S. Army Recruiting Command, which is already 

headquartered at Fort Knox.  The Recruiting and Retention School moved here 

from Fort Jackson, South Carolina to be more integrated and synchronized with 

USAREC.  The RRS trains and educates military and civilian leaders and develops 

recruiting and retention doctrine.  Comprised of about 95 cadre (Soldiers, Army 

civilians and contractors), the RRS trains about 3,300 students each year.   

And speaking of training, we successfully completed U.S. Army Cadet Command’s 

newly consolidated cadet summer training program here.  For years, Fort Knox has 

been the home of USACC’s Leader’s Training Course, which totals about 1,500 ca-

dets.  But this summer’s mission also included USACC’s Leader Development and 

Assessment Course – an increase of about another 5,800 cadets.  LDAC was a 

mission carried out Fort Lewis, Washington previously, but this consolidation is  

saving the Army up to $9 million a year.  When you factor in that almost 4,500  

cadres were brought in to support these courses as well as the hundreds of par-

ents who descended upon Fort Knox to attend their children’s graduations, this 

cadet summer training mission provided a real economic boost to the region – a 

real win-win situation, in my estimation. 

Something else I’m proud to highlight is our upcoming Retiree Appreciation Days 

on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1.  This event is tailored specifically to you and your depend-

ents’ needs, providing somewhat of a one-stop shop experience. 
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Day 1 kicks off at 8:30 a.m. and will go until 4 p.m.  Day 2 will also start at 8:30 a.m. and then conclude at 

noon.  So, what can you expect if you go?  Well, there will be about 40 booths in the Saber & Quill that will 

cover a wide range of areas – from health and well-being to legal assistance to shopping opportunities on 

post (e.g., Commissary and Exchange).  ID card processing will also be streamlined for retirees and depend-

ents at White Hall (Bldg. 1384). Seminars on Tricare, Veterans Affairs and Fort Knox transformation will take 

place as well throughout the two-day event. 

I encourage everyone to take full advantage of this opportunity.  It’s a great example of how people and or-

ganizations across the installation come together in support and appreciation of those who’ve served and set 

the standard for our military.  Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you here soon! 

Strength Starts Here! 

Army Strong! 

 

Colonel T.J. Edwards 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  G A R R I S O N  C O M M A N D E R  C O N T I N U E D  

I R E L A N D  A R M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  H O S P I T A L  C O M M A N D E R  

Greetings from Ireland Army Community Hospital! I am excited that our hospital is taking part in Retiree Ap-

preciation Day here at Fort Knox, and we are proud to serve all those who have given so much to the Nation! 

Ireland Army Community Hospital provides a full spectrum of clinical, laboratory, pharmacy, and imaging ser-

vices, including Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and digital mammography. All appointments at Ireland 

can be made by calling our appointment line at 1-800-493-9602 or through TRICARE Online at http://

www.tricareonline.com/. 

This year we have several programs and campaigns that are geared toward making your health care the 

best in the area. First, the Direct-in Enrollment Campaign is designed to direct beneficiaries enrolled in TRI-

CARE prime with network providers who reside within 30 minutes’ drive of the MTF to enroll with the MTF 

instead.  In supporting this campaign, the MTF will be able to capture network enrollment, maintain funding 

and sustain staff and services. Investing in your health care this way safeguards the future of our MTF as we 

continue to provide exceptional patient centered care that exceeds beneficiary expectations. Our #1 priority 

is to ensure that we provide incomparable Access to Care while maintaining a safe environment for our pa-

tients. 

Therefore, feel free to share your comments with me. Your input, be it word of mouth, the customer score-

cards, or the Army Provider Level Satisfaction Survey, helps us improve our medical facility and services we 

provide you.  So please take the time to fill out and return the APLSS survey once you receive it in the mail. 

Another campaign that is underway is our Performance Triad Campaign which focuses on Sleep, Nutrition 

and Activity. It brings me great pleasure to announce the initiative is going Army Strong. Throughout the last 

year, we have made great progress in transforming our Healthcare System to a System for Health, to include 

completing three Performance Triad pilots, leveraging our Army Wellness Centers to reach out for health, 

beginning our various Performance Triad initiatives across Army Medicine, taking steps to ensure a focus on 

improving our health, and promoting healthy behaviors with our patients, Family, and friends.  We have just 

celebrated the grand opening of our Fort Knox Army Wellness Center. So please take advantage of the facil-

ity and opportunity it provides. 

The Performance Triad is the foundation on which we are building our System for Health; this is and should 

remain our topic focus area. 

I truly believe that we are building an irreversible momentum that will help us to achieve enduring cultural 

change; a culture where we proactively focus on optimizing the health, resilience, readiness, and perform-

ance of our Soldiers, Family Members, and Retirees.  This simple, but critical message of health is resonat-

ing with our senior Army leaders.  And this has allowed us to rollout the Performance Triad campaign across 

the entire Army!                                                                                                                    Continued on page 3 

http://www.tricareonline.com/
http://www.tricareonline.com/
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The great opportunities associated with Retiree Appreciation Days (RAD) are thoroughly addressed in other 

parts of this bulletin.  Therefore, I will not be redundant.  I will say that RAD is a two day event designed  

especially for retirees by Fort Knox leadership whereby the Post opens its arms to us.  I would not miss it. 

For the past three RAD's, I have given a progress report on the restoration of the WW II Barracks.  This year 

we will do more.  The city of Radcliff has offered their street trolley, with a volunteer driver, to shuttle inter-

ested retirees to and from the barracks and museum.  At the barracks, retirees can view an eight minute 

video that explains the project and concludes with the reason why it is unsafe to visit the second floor.  The 

second stop will be the recently opened Patton Museum of Leadership Store (gift shop). Visit the Patton  

Museum table for the street trolley schedule. 

 

Mike Weaver, Col, US Army Retired  

Chairman, Fort Knox Retiree Council  

I R E L A N D  A R M Y  C O M M U N I T Y  H O S P I T A L  C O M M A N D E R  C O N T I N U E D  

 F A M I L Y  A N D  M O R A L E ,  W E L F A R E ,  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N   

Family and MWR extends a warm and a hearty welcome to all Retirees visiting Fort Knox for the annual     

Retiree Appreciation Days on 31 October and 1 November. We are truly grateful for your service to this great 

nation and for your continued support to those who are in uniform today. 
 

As a token of our sincere appreciation, during the Retiree Appreciation days, all Retirees will enjoy a 25     

percent discount on Family and MWR from our food and beverage operations; Saber & Quill, Lindsey Golf 

Course, Landing Zone, and Houston Bowling Center. Also, fees for golf at Lindsey Golf Course, swimming at 

Anderson Aquatics Center, bowling at Houston Bowling Center and usage fees at the French Shooting Club is 

included in the 25 percent discount. Alcoholic beverages, and resale items are excluded from the discount. 
 

Again, welcome to Fort Knox and the 2014 Retiree Appreciation Days. The Family and MWR Team are excited 

and looking forward to serving you and your families! 
 

Randy Moore 

Director, Family and MWR 

R E T I R E E  C O U N C I L  C H A I R M A N  

I have no doubt that our persistent efforts will lead to the adoption of healthy Sleep, Activity, and Nutrition 

behaviors...instilling healthy habits for life and become our culture.  Through these endeavors, we are truly 

strengthening the health of our Nation by improving the health of our Army.  We cannot do this without you, 

so I genuinely thank you for your service and dedication. 

As always, flu shots will be available at this year's Retiree Appreciation Day. Your medical services will also 

include vision and glaucoma screenings, smoking cessation information, physical therapy (balance and 

strength testing), and occupational therapy. As in past years, we will also provide the pneumonia vaccine, 

Pneumovax, at RAD. The pneumonia vaccine is only needed once for those 65 years of age and older. You 

can also receive the shingles vaccine, Zostavax, while you are here. Zostavax is given to those 60 years and 

older who have a prescription. Both of these vaccinations are available to you in our Immunization Clinic if 

you don't get them here at RAD. 

Please take the time to visit all of our displays and services here at Retiree Appreciation Day. 

COL Matthew Rettke 

Ireland Army Community Hospital  

Commander 
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The Fort Knox Retirement Services Office (RSO) is located in White Hall, Bldg 1384, room 103.   

Operating hours are 7:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. Operating hours on Friday are 

8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. You can contact us by calling (502) 624-

1765/7236/6419/4641/4315/4141/6995, or by e-mailing: usarmy.knox.imcom-atlantic.mbx.dhr

-rso@mail.mil. Our mailing address is: ATTN Retirement Services, Bldg 1379, Rm 2, 26 Pershing 

Drive, Fort Knox, KY 40121-4215. Visit our website at http://www.knox.army.mil/Garrison/dhr/ag/

mpd/tsb/rsb/Default.aspx  

The RSO is designed to assist Soldiers and their Families making the transition to retirement and to 

keep them updated on their rights, benefits and privileges after retirement.  We coordinate,   con-

duct, and facilitate detailed pre-retirement and Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) briefings. We also pro-

vide information related to pre-retirement, such as retirement application processing, retirement 

orders, DD Form 214 (Certificate or Discharge from Active Duty) processing, final out-processing 

procedures and Career Status Bonus Election (CSB)/REDUX retirement pay option counseling and 

processing. 

We assist retirees and their Family members with Defense Finance and Accounting System - Cleve-

land issues/concerns, such as allotments, beneficiary information, bank information, tax  withhold-

ing status and  reissue 1099-R for tax filing.  We assist with understanding Combat Related Special 

Compensation (CRSC) and Concurrent Retirement Disability Payments (CRDP) and obtaining copies 

of lost documents. 

We counsel and assist survivors of retired Soldiers and Soldiers who die on active duty regarding 

their SBP options and entitlements and the proper processing of the application.  The RSO also pro-

vides information and assistance to retirees, Soldiers, spouses and former spouses regarding the 

Uniformed Services Former Protection Act (USFSPA). 

Fort Knox has a retiree council that consists of 24 members with a chairman and two co-chairmen.  

Their mission is to represent the retired military community of all services and grades residing in 

Kentucky, Illinois, Ohio, West Virginia and Indiana. 

The Veterans Service Office (VSO) in Bldg 1384 Chaffee Ave or (502) 624-4103 or Kentucky De-

partment of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) Field Representative  in Bldg 1109 or 

(502) 799-0418 are available to assist you with VA related matters.  

Effective 7 September,  assumed the position of Chief, Reserve Component    

Retirements Branch. Effective October 1, 2014 the RCR Branch will no longer mail out retirement 

applications to age 60 retirees.  You can download an application at https://www.hrc.army.mil/

TAGD/Reserve%20Component%20Retirements, call (502) 613-8950 or email us at 

usarmy.knox.hrc.mbx.tagd-aprd-retirepay@mail.mil 

 

Mr. Dwight Billingsley 

Retirement Services Officer 

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  R S O  

S T A F F  J U D G E  A D V O C A T E  

Personnel from the Legal Assistance Office will be available to help you with your immediate needs 

regarding notaries, powers of attorney and living wills.  Notaries, powers of attorney and living wills 

will be available at the Saber and Quill during the 2014 Retiree Appreciation Days.  Information pa-

pers are available online at www.knox.army.mil/center/sja/ under the Legal Assistance section. 

https://www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Reserve%20Component%20Retirements
https://www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Reserve%20Component%20Retirements
mailto:usarmy.knox.hrc.mbx.tagd-aprd-retirepay@mail.mil
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The Army & Air Force Exchange Service values your contributions to our nation and is once again honored to 

participate in the annual Fort Knox Retiree Days celebration. We have scheduled several promotions and 

specials specifically for this weekend and hope that you will take full advantage of these terrific deals. In 

addition to the in-store promotions, there are many other ways to save throughout the year. The Buddy List, 

which you can sign up for at the Exchange Information Booth or online at www.shopmyexchange.com,  

will alert you to the many sales and events going on at the Exchange. Also for the sports enthusiast, we have 

a unique Buddy List just for you.  Additionally, by joining the Exchange Online Savings Club you can be 

among the first to know about online savings events, receive exclusive coupons and be automatically en-

tered for chances to win great prizes. Authorized Exchange shoppers can find out more and even join the 

Exchange Online Savings Club at www.shopmyexchange.com/SavingsClub.  Don't forget about our annual 

Still Serving event which salutes former Soldiers and Airmen by offering unique specials and events. The 

year's event will be Oct. 3-9. We are extremely proud of our new look at the Main Store.  We completed a 

multi-million dollar renovation late in 2013 to enhance your shopping experience.  If it has been a while 

since you have visited us, please take the opportunity to see us at your Fort Knox home town stores and res-

taurants. 

William Fair - General Manager Fort Knox Exchange 

A A F E S  

M A I L I N G  L I S T  F O R  T H E  F O R T  K N O X  R E T I R E E  B U L L E T I N  
We are no longer able to mail the Fort Knox Retiree Bulletin, but we will be distributing it via e-mail 

and will also post it on our website at http://www.knox.army.mil/Garrison/dhr/ag/mpd/tsb/rsb/

Default.aspx.  If you wish to be added to the e-mail list you can sign up by sending a request via e-

mail to usarmy.knox.imcom-atlantic.mbx.dhr-rso@mail.mil. You may also call us at (502) 624-

7236/6419/4641/1765.  Please feel free to forward the bulletin to any retiree you know that 

would be interested in receiving it. 

F O R T  K N O X  V E T E R A N S  S E R V I C E  O F F I C E  
   The Fort Knox Veteran Service office is staffed by volunteers who consider it their mission to assist veterans 

and their survivors in obtaining the benefits that they have earned through service to our nation.   We con-

sider it an honor and a privilege to submit claims to the Department of Veterans Affairs on be-half of veterans 

and their survivors. We also submit applications for Combat Related Special Compensation (CRSC) and De-

pendency & Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for all branches of the service.  

   We are available at our office in Building 1384, Monday through Thursday from 9:00am to Noon.  Or you 

may  contact us at (502) 624-4103.  We do not make appointments. We operate on a walk-in basis first 

come first served. We recommend that you arrive at 9:00am or shortly thereafter as our waiting room is fre-

quently crowded by 10:00am. We also insist that you arrive not later than 11:00 to be seen on that day.  We 

have assisted with approximately 900 claims to date in 2014.  

   If you are in need of assistance with a claim to The Department of Veterans Affairs or applying for Combat 

Related Special Compensation (CRSC) we would consider it an honor to assist you. 

W E L C O M E  T O  K N O X  H I L L S !  
We offer housing on Fort Knox to military and federal civil service retirees. Live worry free in the ultimate 

gated community.  Live stress free as your monthly rent covers basic utilities, trash/recycle pick-up, 24/7 

maintenance and lawn mowing services. Live convenient as all our neighborhoods are close to the PX, Com-

missary, military hospital and clinics. Live comfortable in our spacious, pet-friendly homes nestled within 

a military community. Call 502-378-3339 or visit http://www.knoxhills.com for more information and to find 

out about our current specials! 

Sharon Vanderhoof | Marketing and Communications Manager | Knox Hills LLC 

http://www.shopmyexchange.com
http://www.shopmyexchange.com/SavingsClub
http://www.knoxhills.com/
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R E T I R E E  A P P R E C I A T I O N  D A Y S  S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S  

31 Oct 14 
 
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.      Opening Ceremony at the Saber & Quill   
  

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.    Shred event at the Fort Knox Recycle Center (Bldg 2952) 
 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.      Exhibits / Seminars / Post Bus Tour / Flu shots*  / ID Cards (Building 1384) 
 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.    Retiree Luncheon  

                                          Guest Speaker— Colonel T.J. Edwards, Fort Knox Garrison Commander 
 

1:00 p.m.— 2:30 p.m.     Shred event at the Fort Knox Recycle Center (Bldg 2952) 

 

1 Nov 14 
 

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.    Exhibits, Medical screenings, Flu Shots* / ID Cards (Building 1384)  
 

10:00 a.m.        Fort Knox Retiree Council meeting 
 
 

* Flu shots given to Retirees, Spouses, and Surviving Family members with military ID only -- NO children. 

I D  C A R D  FAC I L I T I E S  

The Fort Knox ID card section is located in Bldg 1384, 

Rm 103.  Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday 

through Thursday and 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Friday.  

You can contact them at (502) 624-1626/1667.  

Listed below are a few locations for ID cards.  Call any 

of the numbers below  or visit 

https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/appj/site?execution=e

1s1 to locate a facility closer to you.  To schedule an 

appointment for the Fort Knox ID card facility, go to 

https://rapids-

appointments.dmdc.osd.mil/appointment and click on 

make an appointment. 

Kentucky 

Louisville  (502) 413-4210 or (502) 607-2675 

Bowling Green (502) 607-2214/2213 

Frankfort (502) 607-1660/1108 

Lexington (502) 607-2444/2448 

Owensboro (502) 607-3227/3209 

London (502) 607-5461/5462 

Richmond (502) 607-2715; Ashland (502) 607-2122 

Fort Campbell (270) 798-2424/4838 
 

Indiana 

Ft Wayne (260) 478-3231/3173 or (260) 747-1131 

Terre Haute (812) 877-5610/5594 

Indianapolis (317) 212-4430/1910 or (317) 964-

7052/7183 or (317) 390-2607 

South Bend (574) 287-0835 or (574) 289-5871 

   Peru (765) 688-3909/2488 

   Edinburgh (812) 526-1676/1665 
 

   Ohio 

   Columbus (614)336-7087; (614) 356-7941; (614)   

   492-2891/2887; (614) 492-3156/3461 

   Dayton/Wright Patterson AFB (937)257--6981 

   Cincinnati (513) 221-0138  

   Mansfield (419) 520-6205 

   Springfield (937) 327-2186-2320 

   Canton (614) 336-6053;  Akron (330) 491-3450 

   Toledo (419) 868-4225/4183 or (419) 666-3444  

   Cleveland (216) 522-5135 
 
You should contact your servicing location prior to com-

ing to make sure you have the required documentation.   

Possible documents are:  

 2 forms of unexpired identification 

 Retirement orders/DD Form 214 

 Birth/Death/Marriage certificates 

 Letter from Registrar’s Office stating full-time 

status & date of graduation 

 Divorce decree 

 Adoption papers 

 Driver’s license (if replacing lost ID card)  

 Social security cards & Medicare cards 



K E N T U C K Y  V E T E R A N S  C E M E T E R Y  C E N T R A L  
Thanks in part to your many generous contributions, Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central (KVCC) adjacent to 

Fort Knox marked its seventh Year of Honors on Memorial Day.  Make plans to visit KVCC, which is just out-

side the Fort Knox main gate, during Fort Knox Retiree Appreciation Days.  You can find out more about KVCC 

at the website of the Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs at  http://veterans.ky.gov/cemeteries/Pages/

KVCC.aspx.  KVCC mainly serves veterans from a 75-mile radius of the cemetery, including parts of Kentucky, 

Ohio and Indiana.  KVCC is available for Active Duty Soldiers and their Family members.  Eligibility is the same 

for the VA national cemeteries.  For more information about interment at Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Cen-

tral, including eligibility and services, call the cemetery at (270) 351-5115 or (270) 351-5119.  See page 8 

for the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Eligibility application. 
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During the 2014 RAD, there will be a shred event where retirees may take old personal documents 

such as bills, letters, etc. to the Installation Recycle Station and watch as these documents are   

destroyed.  It’s time to clean out those file cabinets, drawers, and cluttered countertops.     

 

 Friday, Oct 31 between the hours of 8:00-12:00 and 1:00-2:30 

At the Fort Knox Recycle Center Bldg 2952  

  

*NO Plastic, NO Binder Rings, NO Alligator/Paper Clips and NO Newspaper/Magazines*  

 

POC is  at 624-5673.  

S H R E D  I T  D U R I N G  R A D  A T  T H E  F O R T  K N O X  R E C Y C L E  C E N T E R  
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If you are planning to stay overnight in the immediate area you will want to make your reservations in advance.  

Below is a listing of some local establishments for your consideration.  This list does not include all lodging facili-

ties and should not be seen as an endorsement for any facility.   

L O D G I N G  

On Post Reservations (502) 943-1000    

Camp Carlson (502) 624-4836 
 
Radcliff / Muldraugh (5 to 10 minutes from post) 

Candlewood Suites         (270) 351-3333 

Econo-Lodge  (270) 351-4488  

Economy Suites  (502) 942-9526 

Golden Manor                (502) 942-2800 

Gold Vault Inn  (270) 351-1141 or  (800) 266-2104 

Hampton Inn & Suites    (270) 351-5777 

Holiday Inn Express         (800) 465-4329 

Super 8                 (270) 352-1888 
 

Elizabethtown (30 minutes from post) 

Baymont Inn & Suites     (800) 337-0300 

Best Western   (270) 769-3030 

  

    

    

   Comfort Suites     (270) 360-0088 

   Days Inn      (270) 769-5522 

   Fairfield Inn     (270) 769-1440 

   Hampton Inn      (270) 765-6663 

   Holiday Inn Express     (270) 769-1334 

   Howard Johnson      (270) 769-9616 

   Motel 6       (270) 769-3102 

   Quality Inn & Suites     (270) 765-4166  

   Ramada      (270) 769-9683 
 

   Brandenburg (20 to 25 minutes from post) 

   Super 8     (270) 422-1700  

   Brandenburg Inn    (270) 422-1200    

N A T I O N A L  D R U G  T A K E - B A C K  D A Y  A T  F T  K N O X  I S  2 7  S E P T E M B E R  
After seven previous Take Back Days spread over almost four years, 780,158 pounds (390 tons) of 

pills were brought to the 6,072 collection sites that DEA and its 4,423 state, local, and tribal law 

enforcement partners set up on April 26 so the public could discard unwanted, unused and expired 

prescription drugs from medicine cabinets, bedside tables, and kitchen drawers.  When added to 

that collected at previous DEA coordinated Take-Back events, 4.1 million pounds (2,123 tons) of 

prescription medications have been removed from circulation.  “DEA’s” National Prescription Take 

Back Day aims to provide a safe, secure, and environmentally responsible means of disposing of 

prescription drugs…    “DEA Public Affairs” 
 

  

On Saturday, September 27, 2014, the Army Substance Abuse Prevention Program, in conjunction 

with the Directorate of Emergency Services and the Fort Knox MEDDAC Pharmacy, Ireland Army 

Hospital, will be sponsoring a one day …  
 

“Turn in Your Prescription Drugs for Disposal” at  

the Main PX, Front Lobby Area  

from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

This collaborative effort between these three organizations provides residents with an opportunity 

to dispose of potentially dangerous controlled substances from their medicine cabinets in an  

environmentally safe manner.  Liquid medications will NOT be accepted. 

 

For information...call 502-624-1537 (ASAP) 
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