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KNOX COMMANDING GENERAL: Hello retirees and family members and welcome to Fort Knox for this year’s Retiree Appreciation Days! As always, our goal is to keep you as up to date as possible with information on the Army and on changes in retirement benefits.  This year, we’ll be providing medical and legal assistance as part of the many programs offered by our ever-professional staff.  While you are here please take advantage of the many opportunities Fort Knox has to offer.  I am also proud to report that Fort Knox continues to support our nation at war.  We have trained over 20,000 soldiers and mobilized over 110 Reserve and National Guard units.  Fort Knox is on the cutting edge of training soldiers and continues to provide the very best of Tankers, Scouts and Maintainers to our Combatant Commanders.  Thanks again for your past service and I am looking forward to seeing you on your visit.

FORGE THE THUNDERBOLT!
MG Terry L. Tucker, Commanding General
FORT KNOX GARRISON COMMANDER: Welcome Retirees!  We are glad to host this year’s Retiree Appreciation Days!  I hope to see many ol’friends and meet even more new ones at our program sites.  We are providing hospital and clinical services along with legal and administrative assistance to those who chose to take advantage of the opportunities.  This is your post, and I am glad to tell you that Fort Knox is alive and well.  We are making a difference for the Army and our community.  Come enjoy Fort Knox and take advantage of Kentucky’s FORT Golden Gated Community.

Col Keith A. Armstrong, Garrison Commander

HOSPITAL COMMANDER: Ireland Army Community Hospital looks forward to once again taking part in the annual Retiree Open House.  Last year I was truly impressed by the number of retired military service members and their families who came to the hospital to visit the display booths, and participate in the many outstanding healthcare programs and health screening services we offered.  I look forward to seeing you here again.    Because We Care, Colonel Carol J. Pierce, US Army, Commanding

Our great hospital will also provide the following services upon availability of resources:  blood pressure checks, bone density screening, diabetes/glucose screening, glaucoma screening; Well Women examinations (to include PAP and breast exams), Occupational Therapy, and TRICARE and VA education.  Also, if the vaccine arrives in time, the flu shot will be available. 

RETIREMENT SERVICES OFFICER:  You are invited to attend the 2004 Fort Knox Retiree Appreciation Days on 21 & 22 October 2004.  The Opening ceremony is at 0830 hours in the Ireland Army Community Hospital dinning facility.  
The Retiree Appreciation Days are planned with you in mind.  We will provide you and your family valuable information.  We hope that you will join us as our special guest  for a productive and enjoyable two days here at Ft. Knox. For your convenience, a free shuttle is provided from the designated parking area to Ireland Army Community Hospital. 
The Retirement Service Office is temporarily located in Offner Hall, Bldg 5101, Rm 101. Hours of operation are from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. Phone 502-624-1765/4641/4315. FAX 502-624-4186. Mailing address is:  Department of the Army, U.S. Army Armor Center and Fort Knox, ATTN: ATZK-AGR, Fort Knox, KY 40121. Visit our web-site http://www.knox.army.mil/ag/RSO.htm OR e-mail us at rso@knox.army.mil The Army Retirement Services Home Page, http://www.armyg1.army.mil/retire.
Respectfully,
Paul Sarro, RSO

COMMISSARY:  The Fort Knox Commissary is again delighted to be a participant in Fort Knox’s Military Retiree Day events scheduled for October 21st and 22nd.  A commissary information table will be set up at the hospital.  On October 21st a special “Retiree Day” cake will be served at the commissary starting at 11 a.m.  On both days, special prize drawings for only retirees and their families will be conducted to include a $50 Commissary Gift Certificate and other prizes.  To add further excitement to this event, the commissary will conduct special sales on numerous items throughout the store.  The commissary point of contact is Earl Smith, Store Director, 502-624-5355 or e-mail earl.smith@deca.mil.

AAFES:  AAFES is honored to again participate in the annual Ft. Knox Retiree Days scheduled 21-22 Oct 04.  I invite you to visit the newly renovated PX and other AAFES activities to take advantage of the values that will be offered throughout the exchange with special sales and promotional buys featured exclusively during these two days.  There will be featured entertainment and unique activities in addition to great savings.  We value your contributions to our Nation and hope that you will be able to participate in this fun filled event.
Mr. Dana Johnson, AAFES General Manager

NAVIGANT/SATO TRAVEL: Great Vacations ~ Great Rates ~ Great Prizes For Retired Military Customers
Retirees are important to Navigant/SATO Travel!  To show their appreciation, the Ft. Knox office will once again participate in the annual Retiree Appreciation Day Event which will be held on base October 21 and 22, 2004.  During the event, Navigant/Sato Travel will be collecting entry forms for some very SPECIAL PRIZES.  At their booth, you’ll have the opportunity to register for the chance to great prizes!

~$100 Rental Car Voucher ~Two Air Vouchers to Sanford/Orlando Airport and a $100 Rental Car Voucher ~ And One Lucky Winner will be Eligible to Enter the GRAND PRIZE Drawing for an ~ Antigua Paradise Vacation for Two to an All-Inclusive Resort!~

The Grand Prize includes round-trip, coach airfare from any US Airways United States gateway city to Antigua, 7-night all-inclusive Jolly Beach Resort accommodations (sponsored by Caribbean Resorts TMS) including a super-saver ocean view room, all meals in a variety of 4 restaurants, all beverages in a choice of 7 bars, non-motorized water sports, day and night tennis, fitness center, daily activity programs, nightly entertainment and tax.  This grand prize is valued up to $4,400.  Only retired United States military personnel are eligible to register for these prizes.  No purchase or other consideration is necessary to enter or win.  Stop by their booth and join in the festivities!  Check out all of the special rates they offer and register for prizes!  Navigant/SATO Travel works hard for its valued, retired military customers.  Retirees enjoy special military discounts on many major cruise lines and all-inclusive resorts.  Special rates and discounts are continuously negotiated for your benefit giving you fantastic opportunities to travel the world or simply visit your family.  Three-day cruises start as low as $179 per person, and seven-day cruises start as low as $389 per person.  All-inclusive resorts start as low as $89 per person per night.  Rates are based on double occupancy.  Special rates are also available for vacations to Hawaii, Europe, Antigua, Grand Bahama and many more!

The Ft. Knox office provides complete vacation planning services for all military retirees.  With over 50 years of experience, they’ll find you the best value for your vacation.  So before calling anyone else, contact our office at 502-943-0343 or toll free 800-346-7286 to take advantage of our prices and our expertise!  We look forward to hearing from you!

*Rates are per person, based on double occupancy unless otherwise notes.  Rates are subject to change and are based on availability.  Information on this article is provided by vendors and Navigant/Sato Travel. 

MWR:  On Behalf of Fort Knox Morale, Welfare and Recreation, Welcome to the 2004 Retiree Appreciation Days.  During your visit to the installation we are pleased to offer you a 25% discount on all MWR programs (excluding lodging.)  Advance lodging reservations can be made by calling 502-943-1000 or 1-800-GO-ARMY1.  We thank you for your service to our country.

Randy Moore, Director DCFA  

ID/DEERS:  The ID card facility is temporarily located in Offner Hall, Bldg 5101, Rm B12.  Hours of operation are Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  To preclude problems, it is advised that you bring these required documents: retirement orders or DD Form 214, marriage license, divorce decree, SSN card, birth certificates or adoption papers.  College students must have a letter from the school registrar attesting that they are a full-time student and the date of graduation. The retiree must accompany the family members or provide a notarized DD Form 1172 (Services Identification), or Power of Attorney.  The ID card facility may close on certain days to service soldiers scheduled to Mobilize or Demobilize for current operations. We recommend prior to visiting the ID Card Section, that you call, Ms. Steele at 502-624-1818/1032 to ensure we can accommodate you and help you with the proper documentation needed for your renewal/issue.
STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE (Bldg  1310):  Come by for legal assistance, Wills, and Power of Attorney.

PROVOST MARSHALL - VEHICAL REGISTRATION (Bldg 204): Personnel from the Provost Marshal Law Enforcement Command will be available to register your Privately Owned Vehicle (POV) using the new DOD sticker for the surrounding areas only. Please bring the following documents: valid operator’s license, state registration, and proof of insurance. For a motorcycle, you must also have your Defensive Driving Course (DDC) 

Certification. For further information call 502- 624-3939. 

SURVIVING SPOUSES RESTORATION BENEFITS Certain remarried surviving spouses of veterans may be eligible for reinstatement of VA benefits and/or compensation due to present law changes.  Surviving spouses who lost CHAMPVA health benefits due to remarriage after their 55th birthday and before February 4, 2003 can apply for reinstatement.  A deadline extension allows surviving spouses until December 15, 2004 to apply for reinstatement.  Eligibility… family members of veterans who have a permanent and total service-connected disability, who died of a service-connected condition or who was totally disabled from a service-connected condition at the time of death.    Surviving spouses who remarry at a younger age and lose their benefits can have them restored if their later marriage is annulled or ends due to death or divorce.  For more information or an application, contact VA’s Health Administration Center at 1-800-733-8387.  

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation – widows or widowers of any age who lost benefits under DIC  due to remarriage are eligible for reinstatement of monthly DIC payment if their subsequent marriage ends.

  Surviving spouses who were receiving DIC and remarried before December 16, 2003 and after their 57th birthdays have one year from December 16, 2003 in which to apply to have the DIC restored.   For more information call the VA at 1-800-827-1000 or go to http://www.va.gov.

INDIANA RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY: 

13 November 2004 at the World War Memorial Indianapolis.  POC is Joseph D. Ryan, Col, USA Ret., 317- 773-2275.

CASUALTY ASSISTANCE
The Fort Knox Casualty Assistance normal operating hours are from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday, phone 502-624-6051/3164. After hours, emergency calls are forwarded to on call personnel. In the event of the death of a retiree, retirement pay stops. It is the responsibility of the survivor and/or next of kin to report the death to DFAS Cleveland as soon as possible.  Phone Toll-free 1-800-321-1080, FAX 1-800-469-6559.
CHANGE ADDRESS FOR ARMY ECHOES
If you need to change your address to receive Army Echoes, contact the appropriate address below. If in receipt of or entitled to retired pay, mail to: Defense Finance and Accounting Service; U.S. Military Retired Pay; PO Box 7130; London, KY  40742-7130.  Telephone 1-800-321-1080 or 216- 522-5955.  If a retired Reservist not yet age 60, mail to: U.S. Army Human Resources Command; ATTN:  AHRC-PSP-A, 1 Reserve Way; St. Louis, MO  63132-5200, Phone: 1-800-325-2660 or 314- 592-0554.  If in receipt of or entitled to SBP/RSFPP annuity, mail to:  Defense Finance and Accounting Service; U.S. Military Annuitant Pay; PO Box 7131; London, KY 40742-7131, Phone: 1-800-321-1080 or 216- 522-5955.
DIRECTORY 

DFAS-Cleveland - Pay/SBP Inquiries
Pay inquiries and update of pay or SBP records in case of death, divorce or remarriage:  (Retiree) Defense Finance and Accounting Service; U.S. Military Retirement Pay; PO Box 7130; London, KY 40742-7130, 1-800-321-1080.

(SBP/RSFPP Annuitant) Defense Finance and Accounting Service; U.S. Military Annuitant Pay; PO Box 7131; London, KY  40742-7131, 1-800-321-1080 or 216-522-5955. Home Page  http://www.dfas.mil;Online account access:  http://mypay.dfas.mil 

Retired Reservist, not yet age 60 and not in receipt of retired pay U.S. Army Human Resources Command - St. Louis; ATTN: AHRC-PSP-T; 1 Reserve Way; St. Louis, MO  63132-5200; phone:   1-800-318-5298 or 314-592-0553; Home Page:  https://www.2xcitizen.usar.army.mil
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

There are numerous agencies that support your retirement needs and questions.  We are unable to list them all, if your favorite agency is not listed below, please let us know so we may link you to them. 

· AUSA – www.ausa.org        Mr. Rick Lewis 502-426-7050 or Mr. Don Devine 270-351-5462
· NCOA – www.ncoausa.org  Mr. Paul Schlisser  502- 624-4103

· VA Counselor -P.Schlisser@insightBB.com, Mr. Paul Schlisser  502-624-4103
· MOA – www.moaa.org       Mr. Larry Herzog               502-624-4090 
· TREA– Mr. Steve Murphy 270-769-2174 
· TRSMCA - www.vvm.com/~trsmca       Mr. Lester McMannes  270- 351-1741

· DAV -  www.dav.org              Mr. Dave Jarrett   270-765-6340
· AMERICAN LEGION -   Elizabethtown - www.hardinpost113.org  Mr. 
· George Larsen      270-737-9949

· VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS – www.vfw.org Malcolm (Ben) Gass  270-877-2138 
RETIREE APPRECIATION DAYS ITINERARY 

21 Oct 04

0830-0835      NATIONAL ANTHEM AND INVOCATION 

0835-0900 
WELCOME REMARKS COMMANDING GENERAL – MG TUCKER

0900-0915
WELCOMING COMMENTS FROM HOSPITAL COMMANDER – COL PIERCE

0915-0930
WELCOMING COMMENTS FROM THE GARRISON COMMANDER – COL ARMSTRONG

0930-1000
GUEST SPEARKER – MG WILLIAM E. BARRON (RETIRED, UNITED STATES ARMY RESERVE)

1000-1020 INFORMATION FROM SUPPORTING AGENCIES,  MEDICAL ACTIVITIES  AND SERVICES           IRELAND ARMY COMMUNITY HOPSITAL,  AND VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

1020-1630 BREAK OUT SESSION TO VISIT ACTIVITIES OF YOUR INTEREST AND LEISURE    

LOCAL TRIPS OF INTEREST INCLUDE: COMMISSARY, POST EXCHANGE, ID CARD FACILITY, STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, PROVOST MARSHALL-VEHICLE REGISTRATION, PATTON MUSEUM, GOLF COURSE, SWIMMING POOL, BOWLING ALLEY, AND OTHER POST FACILITIES.

22 Oct 04

0730-1630
BREAK OUT SESSION TO VISIT ACTIVITIES OF YOUR INTEREST AND LEISURE   

LOCAL TRIPS OF INTEREST INCLUDE: COMMISSARY, POST EXCHANGE, ID CARD FACILITY, STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, PROVOST MARSHALL-VEHICLE REGISTRATION, PATTON MUSEUM, GOLF COURSE, SWIMMING POOL, BOWLING ALLEY, AND OTHER POST FACILITIES.

0830-1200
RETIREE COUNCIL MEETING IN BLDG. 5101, CONFERENCE ROOM – CONTACT  RSO FOR INFORMATION AT 502-624-1765/4641.
INDIANA  MILITARY / VETERANS RETIREE  DAY

Saturday, November 13, 2004

At

THE INDIANA WORLD WAR MEMORIAL

431 North Meridian  - Indianapolis, Indiana

ALL MILITARY RETIREES INVITED

A SPECIAL INVITATION TO WIDOWS AND DEPENDENTS

OF DEPLOYED GUARD AND RESERVE FORCES

INFORMATIONAL  DISPLAYS

The Military Officers Assn. of America (MOAA) – Army, Air Force Exchange Service– Def. Acctg. Service - American Legion, Dept. of Indiana - National Assn. of Uniformed Services  (NAUS) – Society of Military Widows - Hoosier Veteran’s Assistance Foundation – U.S. Air Force Assn. – The Reserve Officers Assn. - USMC Coordinating Council – Assn. of the US Army (AUSA) - Armed Forces Recruiters - Air Force Sergeants Assn. – Korean War Veterans – WPS TRICARE for Life – AMVETS - Fleet Reserve Assn.– American Assn. of Retired Persons (AARP) - Indiana Office of Veterans Affairs - Roudebush VA Health Center – American Red Cross of Greater Indianapolis – Veterans Holidays Resorts

PRAYER  BREAKFAST – 0800 Hours

All retirees and friends invited – Reservations Required

For information / reservations call (317) 359-4345 or email Steppindy@aol.com

Hosted by US Army Chaplain, Iraq Veteran 

Local Dignitaries, Military Leaders and US Congressional Representatives Invited

IRELAND ARMY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL HEALTH  FAIR – 0830 to 1500 Hours

Flu Shots - Cholesterol Screening – Pneumococcal Vaccine Shots - Body Fat Testing

 Blood Pressure Screening – Bone Density Tests – Pulmonary Function Testing 

RETIREE   LUNCHEON – 1230 Hours

All retirees and friends invited – Reservations Required

 For information / reservations call (317) 359-4345 or email Steppindy@aol.com

Host – Ltg. Carol Mutter, USMC (Ret.) 

Guest Speaker – Mr. Gregg Garrison, WIBC Radio Personality

Local Dignitaries, Military Leaders and US Congressional Representatives invited

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS and EVENTS

HEALTH CARE CLASSES – 0900-1500

Nutrition, Medical Screening Tests, Adult Health programs

RETIREE HEALTH SEMINAR - TRICARE / TRICARE For Life 

TROA, NAUS, WPS TRICARE Admin. Roudebush VA Medical Ctr. 

SEMINARS - LONG TERM CARE – PLANNING FOR RETIREMENT

The Indiana World War Memorial – Special tours

AAFES – Free Catalogs and  SPECIAL DRAWING for Major Home Appliance

Commissary – Free Sale Coupons – Holiday Vacation Door Prize

ID Card Renewal and DEERS Registration 

DFAS - Survivors Benefit Program (SBP) Computation

Senator Richard G. Lugar’s – Veterans History Project

INDIANA MILITARY / VETERANS RETIREE DAY

Saturday, November 13th 2004

The World War Memorial, Indianapolis, Indiana

Briefings and Seminars

0900-0945
Federal / State Long Term Care Insurance Programs
Indiana Sate Ins. Rep.

1000-1100
Ireland Army Hospital - Orientation


Col. Carol Pierce. USA




Nutrition




Hospital Personnel




Adult Health Care Screening Classes

1100-1230
Dept. Army Finance & Actg. Service


DFAS 
Personnel




Pay, Entitlements and Allotments


‘’




Combat Related Specialty Comp. (CRSC).
RSO – Fort Knox




Concurrent Disability Payments
(CDP)


‘’




Survivors Benefit Program (SBP)


‘’

1330-1400
Legislative Update




MOAA / NAUS










State Veterans Affairs

1400-1500
TRICARE 





TRICARE – Area Rep.



TRICARE for Life




WPS – Area Rep.



VA Health – Benefits and Facilities


Roudebush VA Center

1500-1530
Dependent Personnel Affairs Seminar


National Guard, USAR










Counselors
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