SAVING THE LIPPIZANERS

American Cowboys
Ride to the Rescue

by Lieutenant Colonel Renita Foster

“We were so tired of death and de- waffe colonel were several pictures of zaner liberation. “Patton didn't become
struction, we wanted to do something horses. Knowing that his boss was a pasinvolved in the issue until May 7 when
beautiful.” sionate horse-lover, Sperl immediately COL Alois Podhajsky, the commandant

_notified COL Charles Hancock Reed. of the Spanish Riding School, requested
aI(r:yOIC_Br?)ngrl?hs/lg:%n)co(c:lgnﬁr%%%dze?d1%% An accomplished horseman, who hadand was granted protection by Third
explaining his decision to save the Lippi- just three years earlier exchanged his beArmy. When Patton asked an aide to
saner horses loved horses for armored scout cars,look into the status of the Lippizaner

: Reed was fascinated with the photo- mares, they found out 2nd Cavalry had
graphs. He instantly recognized them asalready taken care of it,” Holz said.

the world-famous Lippizaner Performing It was the close proximity of Russian

Stallions  from the Spanish Riding soldiers that made time a vital factor in

School in Vienna, Austria, an institution : -
dating back to 1572. These horses werq?ln"’:)rw;]ngasV\{%}‘gergﬁgﬁmgov?gg?p%fgg

known for proud bearing, elegant gai, knew using American firepower to ac-

superior intelligence, and strength; ani- ; :

mals that delighted audiences the worldCOmpIISh the delicate rescue could de-

< over with their maanificent bperform- StoY the very prizes he wanted to save.

years, they had not only helped end it, ances 9 P Instead, CPT Thomas Stewart was cho-
but had highly distinguished themselves ' sen to negotiate a surrender from the
in doing so. Reed also knew the Lippizaner was Hostau German Commandant, LTC
They were the men who spent more one of the purest breeds of horses in theHubert Rudofsky.

. world. Over breakfast with the Luftwaffe - :
e ot o b ans.“sShaveacoenel Reed leamed that the perom- 22501 18 CSILAR o0 1065 2
Bl han ‘any unit in Europe. of aqual (e estof the Lippizaner breeding marestomRv, STt SR ctekdy however,
cate, complcated misdon lof. One tha; "2k In 1942, a town just 35 mies SHETEINC 1 QY NS DEEE L O
] . down the road. The mares were now on. "’ e ;
would lead them on an extraordinary ad- the wrona side of the Yalta a reementtaken prisoner. “We were anxious and
venture and save an over-400-year-old 9 g worried, of course,” Holz said, “while

boundary line and Russians units were, .. ‘s
enchanted culture. _ . approaching the area. Reed realized th u?rl;[":i%;(t)rav\\/lvgg Véﬁ?%ﬁiw%”md'ggé iﬁé
It was around mid-April, 1945, when without the safe return of the Lippizaner rest of us didn't know was Rudofsky’s

the 2nd Cavalry was ordered to the Ger-mares, the riding school in Vienna would : -
: ' staff, knowing the difference between
man/Czechoslovakian border to accept anot survive. surrendering to the Russians as opposed

surrender from a specialized German in- “This was not, as mytholo ; : 2 T

: i , gy has it, a to the Americans, began a mini-mutiny
thelglr?ence staff known as the Gruppe Ge direct order from Third Army com- and finally persuaded Rudofsky to ac-

' mander GEN George Patton, but a field cept the American terms.”

The American location, however, vio- commander’s decision to grab something ;
lated the occupation boundaries desig-directly in front of his nose,” explained szgftga%z lartoer’ogt?gr? irﬁctﬁ'gegnlth?lvgn'
nated by the Yalta Agreement, mandat-Louis Holz, chairman of the board of the |/, ‘ay "'~ gavgl unit. Ridin sid):e-b y
ing that the mission be kept under a Top2nd Cavalry Association. side gn white Li:aypizariers ing full un)i/-

Secret classification. As a young second lieutenant who par-form, through the fighting lines, came

When CPT Ferdinand Sperl, an inter- ticipated in the rescue over 50 years agoStewart and CPT Rudolph Lessing, a
rogator, began questioning German offi- Holz is clear on the fact that it was Reed German veterinarian, no longer enemies,
cers, he made a startling discovery. Inwho made the decision and ultimately but comrades bonded by admiration and
an attaché briefcase belonging to a Luft-devised a successful plan for the Lippi- love for centuries-old-tradition.
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World War I, the world’'s worst armed
conflict, was in its final weeks, and the
men of the 2nd Cavalry Group (Mech)
were feeling a great surge of pride and
triumph. As soldiers immersed in the
drama and tragedy of a global cataclysm
involving 56 nations and lasting six




Louis Holz, above, was a second lieutenant in
April, 1945, and one of the members of the
2nd Cavalry who rode to the rescue of the Lip-
pizaner breeding mares. He is now chairman
of the Board of the 2nd Cavalry Association.

Lippizaner stallions
perform at the
Spanish Riding
School in Vienna.
The horses had
been a tradition
since the late
1500s.

“It was an unbelievable sight, this
American and German soldier, astride
white horses and passing through our
lines. The sentry on duty was so shocked
he quickly roused the sergeant of the
guards,” Holz beamed. “You don't see
this scene in the movie made by Walt
Disney (Miracle of the White Stallions
1961), depicting the Lippizaner rescue. |
think Disney missed it!” til the explanations were made and see-ing said at a 2nd Cavalry Association re-

The next morning Alpha Troop, 42nd ing COL Reed’s excitement, | really union some years later.

didn't appreciate the prizes we'd ac- - o ;
Catitt aurvedl a1 Hostaw! German ol duired. e said, “Now, as the years have i, \eic 2 290" 1052 cor
diers stood at “Present Arms” and held gescem}jling upon us half a century later ICharles Reed, both as a commander in
way. leadihg mo_the camps Gate, As Uik IS onerof our proudest moments 151 22 ™\ i e and 1s casiy de-
Lted by the enemy and ihen greeted pylralel before or since. The United gCiot IR MR SEESE, ) BEROR0, 0
Rudofsi without %ncident “Operation States Army literally put the war on hoid heroes. He's ours. We call COL Reed
Y - P for two days in order to save a sliver of . ' g i
Cowboy” was underway. culture for the world.” Frank Buck’ because he brought us
Transported first were newborn foals back alive,” Holz said.

. Holz attributes the success of the Lip- .« ; ;
and horses that could not make the jour- . . _“He has his own corner at our regi-
ney on foot and had to be loaded in pizaner rescue to Reed, due to his 9€NUrhental museum in Fort Polk, La., where

ine love for horses, expert planning, and,.; - ;
| s abiy o weigh the consequences. ° 1o, DS S mecale are deplayed
True to a cavalry unit, there were strongly feel this is a case of the right ing the Lippizaner rescue can be seen.

plenty of real-life cowboys to shepherd man being in the right place at the right 6

the rest of the horses westward totime. If there had never been a Charleswgr ?8 gg\j’eeﬁ;?ggsﬂ}te vag glr%nlt ﬂt%gt ig-
Bavaria. And though the horses num- Reed, | don’t believe those horses wouldin on the cake. And I'm mi Fr’]y lad
bered in the hundreds, all were ac-have survived,” Holz said. “Undoubt- wg had that icinal” gnty g
counted for. “Even three horses who gotedly, he understood how much the out- g

a little finicky and broke away and re- come of this operation would affect the

turned to the stables at Hostau,” Holz rest of the world.”

A fow month later, the entre. Spaniah T same_sentiment s shared by Dr.—— o .
Ridina School WaS' reunited in_ Wels Rudolph Lessmgy the German veterinar- Renita Foster is a Lleutena_nt Colonel in
Austriqa " ian who assisted the rescue and develthe U.S. Army Reserve assigned to Fort
: oped a lifelong friendship with the Lip- Monmouth. She currently works as a
Despite the fact that Holz was involved pizaner rescue veterans. “If it had not public affairs officer and feature writer for
in a daring, wartime rescue to save suchbeen for COL Reed, with his knowledge, the Communications and  Electronics
a sacred tradition, he didn't realize its compassion, and understanding, the Lip-Command. Her other assignments in-
significance: “I remember walking pizaner horses would have been horse<lude the Far East Network, 1st Armored
around and looking at the horses, but un-burgers for the Russian soldiers,” Less- Division, and AFN Nurnberg.
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