
When we published then-SSG Stephen Krivitsky’s 
brilliant device, this quick-estimating fuel gauge for 
the M1 tank, we had no idea it would be so popular 
and so widely reproduced. But that was then, and 
given normal turnover and the effects of the draw-
down, there are probably plenty of platoon sergeants 
and platoon leaders who have never used this neat 
idea. 

 

In all operations conducted by M1A1 forces, to in-
clude Operations Other Than War (OOTW), logistical 
reporting must be clear, concise, and accurate. These 
reports, when tabulated correctly, may save hours 
wasted in unnecessary resupply or missent fuelers. 
To aid the tank commander, platoon sergeant, and 
platoon leader, each vehicle commander can use this 
simple chart, which allows the tank crew to quickly 
compute an accurate Class III report. 

The tank commander requests fuel status from the 
driver, who reads fuel levels from his instrument panel 
in this order: Right Front first, followed by Left Front 
and finally the Rear tank. 

 The driver states each tank's level: “Right Front.... 
1/2 .... Left Front .... 3/4 ... Rear ....1/2”  

The tank commander, following the driver's re-
sponse, moves down the “RIGHT” column to 1/2. 
While staying in that block, he moves to the 3/4 mark 
for the “LEFT” Column. Once there, he moves his 
finger right to the “REAR” columns where he contin-
ues to go to the right until he reaches the 1/2 section.  

The fuel remaining is 277 gallons. 
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