LESSON NUMBER:
25

TASK:
Asian-American Experience

STANDARD:
1.  Define Asian-American.



2.  Discuss Origins of the Asian-Americans.



3.  Discuss the Historical Perspective of the Asian-Americans.



4.  Discuss Contemporary Asian-American Issues.



5.  Discuss the Social Structure of Asian-Americans.



6.  Discuss Values and Backgrounds Affecting Asian-Americans.



7.  Discuss Asian-Americans in the U.S. Military.

1.  Definition.  DoD Directive 1350.2, an Asian or Pacific Islander is a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands.

2.  Population.  In 1970, 1.5 million.  1980, 3.7 million.  By 1990. 7.2 million, 

3.  Immigration:


a.  Chinese:


b.  Japanese:


c.  Filipinos:


d.  Koreans:

4.  Significant contributions

5.  Legislation affecting Asian-Americans.

a.  1852, Foreign Miners Tax.


b.  Naturalization Act of 1870.

c.  The Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882.

d.  1892, Geary Act.

e.  The Gentleman’s Agreement of 1907
.
f.  1913, Alien Land Act.

g.  1922, Cable Act.




h.  Exclusionary Immigration Act of 1924

i.  Tiddings-McDuffie Act, 1934.


j.  May 3d, 1942, Executive Order 9066:













:

k. 1952, Walter-McCarren Act:

6.  Stereotypes:

7.  Social Structure:


a.  Chinese:


b.  Japanese:


c.  Korean:


d.  Filipino:

8.  Asian languages:


a.  Chinese:



b.  Japanese:


c.  Korean: 



d.  Filipino:

9.  Religion:


a.  Chinese:



b.  Japanese:


c.  Korean:



d.  Filipino:

10.  Other considerations:

11.  Current issues:
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FAMOUS ASIAN-AMERICANS

POLITICS

Doris Matsui and Shirley Sagawa - First Asian-American members of President Clinton’s sub-cabinet.

Dennis Yao - One of five Federal Trade Commissioners selected by President Bush in 1991.

Hiram L. Fong, Spark M. Matsunga, and Daniel Ken Inouye - U.S. Senators.

Robert Matsui, Daniel K. Akaka and Patsy Takemoto Mink - U.S. Representatives.

Samuel Ichiye Hayakawa - U.S. Senator, college president, and author.

SCIENCE

Jokichi Takamine - Chemist, first to isolate adrenaline.

Hideyo Murayama - Isolated syphilis germ.

Dr. An Wang - Computer wizard.

Satori Kato - Chemist, invented instant powdered coffee.

Dr. May Stone - First Chinese woman to graduate from an American medical school.

Ananda Chakrabarty - Pioneer in genetic engineering.

Dr. Yuan Lee - Professor at the University of California, Berkeley, who won the Nobel Prize in chemistry in 1986.

Dr. Samuel Ting - Nobel prize winner in physics in 1976.

LTC Ellison Onizuka - Flew aboard the first Defense Department shuttle mission in January 1985 and later died aboard the Challenger in 1986.

ENTERTAINMENT

Lea Salonga - Star on Broadway play “Miss Saigon.”

Joan Chen - Actress.

Bruce Lee - Actor in marital arts films.

Kam Fong - Actor in “Hawaii 50.”

Sessue Hayakawa - Actor in “Bridge on the River Kwai.”

George Takei - Actor in “Star Trek.”

Dr. Haing S. Ngor - Oscar winning actor in “The Killing Fields.”

Connie Chung - First Asian-American to report nationally for a television network.

Jon Yune - Comedian.

Seiji Ozawa - Conductor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.

Kyung-Wha Chung - World famous violinist.

SPORTS

George Haaheo “Chad” Rowan aka “Akebono.” - The only American ever to win the title of “Yokozuna,” Japan’s top Sumo wrestler.

Kristi Yamaguchi - 1992 Olympic Gold Medalist in women’s figure skating.

Charlie Pung, Richard Tanabe, Sandra Nitta, Linda Jezek, Evelyn Kawamoto, Ford Konno, and Yoshinaba Oyakawa - Swimmers and Olympic medalists.

Vicki Manalo Draves - In 1948, was first woman in Olympic history to win two gold medals in diving.

Dr. Sammy Lee - Diving champion.

Tiffany Chin - Youngest ice skater ever to win the Junior World Figure Skating Title.

Harold Sakata and Tommy Kono - Olympic weight lifters.

James Yoshinori - Boxer.

Patrick Mitsugi Burris, Nicki Yonezuki, Craig Agena, and LTC Paul K. Maruyama, USAF - Judo champions.

Michael Chang - Youngest male winner of the French Open tennis tournament in 1989.

BUSINESS

Rocky Aoki - Founder of Benihana of Tokyo restaurant chain.

Joe Shoong - Founder of National Dollar Stores chain.

Rick Inatome - Founded Inacomp Computer Corp.

Gerald Tsai, Jr. - Chairman of American Can Co., first Chinese-born American citizen to head a major, old-line U.S. corporation.

CONTRIBUTIONS


Japanese cherry blossom trees were planted in Potomac Park in Washington, D.C., in 1912 as a gift from the people of Tokyo.


Cherries were cultivated in China approximately 4,000 years ago, but a Chinese immigrant named Bing developed the Bing Cherry in 1875.


Some Asian words which have become part of the American language:  tea, typhoon, tong, kumquat, kowtow, and honcho (from han-cho meaning squad leader).


Chop Suey was developed in the U.S. in an attempt to recreate authentic Chinese food without proper cooking utensils, ingredients, or seasonings.


Chow Mein is also an American dish, first prepared by Chinese railroad workers in San Francisco.
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