LESSON NUMBER:
27

TASK:
Native-American Experience

STANDARD:
1.  Define Native-American as defined by DoD Dir 1350.2.



2.  Describe the origins of Native-Americans.



3.  Explain the beliefs and values of Native-Americans.



4.  Describe the population trends of Native-Americans.



5.  Explain concepts of treaties.



6.  Describe the legal status of Native-Americans.

7.  Describe historical events which impacted the Native- American                                                    and their population.



8.  Describe the cultural values, attitudes and behaviors, and social 



problems.



9.  Describe Native-Americans contributions.

1.  Definition.  As described in DoD Directive 1350.2 a Native-American or Alaskan Native is a person having origins in the original peoples of North America, and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition. 

2.  There is no one contemporary majority definition that establishes a person’s identity as a Native-American.  The Bureau of Census states that “anybody who claims to be a Native-American” is a Native-American.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), which is the organization responsible for monitoring Indian affairs and issues, general definition to be a Native-American, you must:


a.  Be _____-______ Native-American blood at a minimum.


b.  Live on or near trust lands/reservations.


c.  Be on a tribal roll recognized by the federal government.


d.  Trace ancestry back __________ generations.


e.  Be approved by BIA officials.

3.  There are _______ federally recognized tribes which fit no single description and ______ different Indian languages.

4.  Origins of Native-Americans.


a.  Main theory:

b. Other theories:

5.  The origins of the Native-Americans are geographically disburse.


a.  Northeastern:


b.  Southeastern:


c.  Plains:



d.  Southwest. Great Basin, Plateau:


e.  California Coast:


f.  Northwest Coast:


g.  Subarctic:

6. When Columbus arrived it is estimated there was between one and ten million Native-Americans in America.  Native-American scholars claim there were more than ten million. 

7.  By 1850, the population decreased to an estimated 250,000.  The three primary causes of the decline:


a.  __________________.



b.  __________________.


c.  __________________.





8.  Current population estimates there are presently two million Native-Americans in this county and by the year 2050 there will be approximately 4.3 million comprising still under 10% of the total population.

9.  Beliefs and values.

10.  Religion.

11.  Role of the family.

12.  Culture Values, Attitudes and Behaviors.


a.  Cooperation vs. ___________________.


b.  Reticence vs. _____________________.


c.  Group Oriented vs. _________________.


d.  Role Playing and __________________.


e.  Giving/Sharing ______________ Valued.

f. Time/Emphasis on _________________.


g.  Values.  Native-Americans teach that it’s important the children learn, but it’s not something you get upset or angry with them about.  They talk to the children and suggest that they learn and the reasons why it’s important, but they don’t pressure them about it.

13.  Treaties.  400 treaties were signed between the government and the Native-Americans. 

14.  Legislation.  There have been many pieces of legislation passed in reference to the Native-Americans.  

a.  1830 the Indian Removal Act.


b. 1887, the Dawes Allotment Act.

c.  Indian Citizenship Act, 1924.


d.  Indian Reorganization Act, 1934.

e.  Johnson-O’Malley Act, 1934. 


f.  Relocation Act, 1952.

g.  House Concurrent Resolution 108, 1953
h.  Indian Education Act, 1972. 

i.  Indian Self-Determination and 


j.  Indian Child Welfare Act, 1978. 

 Educational Assistance Act, 1975.

15.  Contemporary social issues:

16. Legal Status of Native-Americans.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs, established in 1824 and headquartered in Washington D.C., has approximately 13,000 employees, of which, 75% are Native-American.

           a.  Overseeing over 300 reservations.


b.  Leasing of mineral rights.


c.  Developing of forest lands.


d.  Developing and directing agricultural programs.


e.  Protecting water and land rights.

17.  Contributions.  Most of the early discoveries were made by Native-Americans.  The following are some of those contributions:

18. Most of the early discoveries were made by Native-Americans.

a. Food.  42% of food eaten over the world is derived from Native-Americans.


b.  Modern Warfare.  Stress strategy and technique more than technology. 


c.  Naming of North America.  Over 2,000 English words were taken from Native-Americans languages.


d.  Objects.  Provided parkas, moccasins and spears.


e.  Philosophy.  Never give up, even against overwhelming odds.   


f.  Medicines.  Over 60 known medicines, such as aspirin, came from the Native-Americans.    

19.  Contemporary issues:

a.  _______________.

                     b.  Land/Water __________.

c.  _________ Claims.

                     d.  Toxic/Solid Waste Dumps.

e.  Tribes taken on waste industries.  

f.  Self-Determination.

g.  Mascots.





h.  Religious freedom.

i.  Native-American Activism.

20.  Key Native-American Organizations:

a.  American Indian Movement (AIM).
        b.  National Congress of American 







           Indians (NCAI).



                

c.  Native-American Rights Funds (NARF).      d.  National Indian Youth Council 








  (NIYC).




     

e.  Indian Youth of America (IYA).

21.  Native-American participation in the armed forces.


a.  17,000 Native-Americans registered for the military in W.W.I, but only 8,000 actually got inducted.


b.  At the beginning of WWII, there were 25,000 Native-Americans in the military.


c.  PFC Ira Hayes, a Pima Indian, was one of the men who raised the flag at Iwo Jima.


d.  The Marines used Navajo troops in signal units to send code in their own language.  Theirs was the only code never deciphered by the enemy.


e.  41,500 Native-Americans served in Vietnam.
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NATIVE-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

TABLE OF INHERENT DIFFERENCES 

ECONOMICS

       Technological People                                                     Native-Americans
Concept of private property a basic value; includes resources, land, ability to buy and sell, and inheritance.  Some state ownership.  Corporate ownership predominates.

Goods produced mostly for sale, not for personal use.  

Surplus production, profit motive essential.  Sales techniques must create “need,” hence advertising.

Economic growth required, especially in capitalist societies, hence need for increased production, increased use of resources, expansion of production and market territories

Currency system - abstract value.

Competition (in capitalist countries), production for private gain.  Reward according to task/wages.

Average workday, 8-12 hours.

Nature viewed as “resource.” 
No private ownership of resources such as, land, water, minerals, or plant life.  No concept of selling land.  No inheritance.

Goods produced for use value.

Subsistence goals; no profit motive, little surplus production.

Steady-state economics; no concept of economic growth.

Barter system - concrete value

Cooperative, collective production.

Average workday 3-5 hours.

Nature viewed as “being;” seen as part of nature.



POLITICS AND POWER

Hierarchical political forms.

Decisions generally made by executive power, majority rule, or dictatorship

Spectrum from representative democracy to autocratic rule.

Operative political modes are communist, socialist, monarchist, capitalist, or fascist.

Centralization:  most power concentrated in central authorities.

Laws are codified, written.  Adversarial process.

Anthropocentrism forms basis of law:  Criminal cases judged by strangers (in U.S. western Europe.  Soviet Union).  No taboo. 
Mostly non-hierarchical:  “chiefs” have no coercive power.

Decisions usually based on consensual process involving whole tribe.

Direct participatory democracy; rare examples of autocracy.

Direct participatory democracy; rare examples of autocracy.

Recognizable operative political modes: anarchist, communist, or theocratic.

Decentralization:  power resides mainly in community, among people.  (Exceptions include Incas, Aztec, et al) 

Laws transmitted orally.  No adversarial process.  Laws interpreted for individual cases.  “Natural law” used as basis.  Criminal cases settled by group of peers known to “criminal.”  Taboo.  

SOCIOCULTURAL ARRANGEMENTS AND DEMOGRAPHICS

Large-scale societies; most societies have high population density.

Lineage mostly patrilineal.

Nuclear two- or one-parent families; also “singles.”

Revere the young.

History written in books, portrayed in television docudramas. 
Small-scale societies, all people aquatinted; low population density.

Lineage mostly matrilineal, with some variation; family property rights run through female.

Extended families; generations, sometimes many families, live together.

Revere the old. 

History transmitted in oral tradition, carried through memory.

RELATION TO ENVIRONMENT

Living beyond nature’s limits encouraged; natural terrain not considered a limitation; conquest of nature celebrated value; alteration of nature desirable; anti-harmony; resources exploited.

High-impact technology created to change environment.  Mass-scale development: one-to-millions ratio in weaponry and other technologies.

Humans viewed as superior life form; Earth viewed as “dead.” 
Living within natural ecosystem encouraged; harmony with nature the norm; only mild alterations of nature of immediate needs; food, clothing, shelter; no permanent damage.

Low-impact technology; one-to-one ratio even in weaponry.

Entire world viewed as alive, plants, animals, people, and rocks.  Humans not superior, but equal par of web of life.  Reciprocal relationship with non-human life.   

ARCHITECTURE

Construction materials carried from distant places.

Construction designed to survive individual human life.

Space designed for separation an privacy.

Hard-edged forms; earth covered with concrete.  
Construction materials usually gathered locally.

Construction designed to eventually dissolve back into land (except pyramids built by minority of Indians); materials biodegradable in one lifetime.

Space designed for communal activity.

Soft forms; earth not paved. 



RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY

Separation of spirituality from rest of life in most Western cultures (not in some Muslin, Hindu, Buddhist states); materialism dominant philosophy in Western nations 
Spirituality integrated with all aspects of daily life.
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