Another River, Another Town: A Teen-
age Tank Gunner Comes of Age in
Combat — 1945 by John P. Irwin, Ran-
dom House, New York, 2002, 172
pages, $21.95.

John P. Irwin tells his story. He was the
typical 18-year-old American kid. He thought
he knew everything about the world. Enlist-
ing to free himself from the confines of high
school and to avoid being drafted, he found
himself being called to serve as a medium
tank gunner. Fort Knox would shape this
young man to become an unassuming hero.

Irwin uses creative and image-oriented
wording to paint a vivid picture of life as a
clean-shaven, green G.l., ready to take on
the Germans. He rolled into “the box,” as
many of us do dreaming of being the hero
and leaving with medals, bragging rights,
and the sense that he and his crew were the
best they could be.

During his combat duty as a Sherman
tanker, his thoughts of heroism shift. He is
forced to do a lot with very little. It didn’t
seem to be a glorious place or a time for
heroism after all. Corporal Irwin would still
get feelings of doing such things, but the
task at hand came first. There was no known
off time, just lags in combat. This was a
place where simply talking to his crew, re-
ceiving mail, and getting some hot chow
were the things to look forward to. This came
all too infrequently for him.

The newest corporal assigned to the 33d
Armor Regiment, 3d Armored Division, learns
a great deal very quickly. Rumors can be
poisonous to a man and his unit. Overesti-
mating an enemy is a lot better than under-
estimating him. There was no bedtime in his
area of operations. It would take a little more
time to learn the lessons not so obvious.

As the reader turns the pages, there is a
solid story. The young man and his crew
develop into a no-nonsense, technically and
tactically proficient part of the American war
effort. This is one man’s experience, one
man of many. “The Greatest Generation” of
Americans shined here in a tank in the 33d
Armor, as they did in so many other units
during World War 1.

This book is a real page-turner. | recom-
mend it to all my Armor and Cavalry broth-
ers. It is a bit pricey for 172 pages, but not
a word is wasted. The story has you leaning
forward in the saddle, wanting to know
what’s next. This is a book that encom-
passes a search for one’s rite of passage
and self-discovery. It expresses American
pride in a job well done and despairs for the
atrocities brought upon others. This was a
fine book and a fine account of what hap-
pened to John P. Irwin as a World War Il
tanker.

SFC DAVID A. MILLER
Cavalry Scout

TAC NCO

West Point, N.Y.

Falcon Brigade: Combat and Com-
mand in Somalia and Haiti by Colonel
Lawrence E. Casper, (USA, Ret.), Lynne
Rienner Publishers, Inc., Boulder, Colo.,
2001, 277 pages, $35.

This small book should be required study
— not just reading — for commanders at all
levels who may become involved in U.S.
Army present and future operations. Ser-
vice schools could well use it as a text book.

Colonel Casper presents, in a straight for-
ward language, the problems and frustra-
tions, as well as solutions he developed, of
two widely differing military operations (first
in Africa, then in the Caribbean in less than 2
years, with a hectic 6 months in the United
States between the operations). His story
concerns one operation in which a military
command is denied the force it requires, and
one in which the force provided is over-
whelming. In the story of Somalia can be
seen the sad case of United States forces
having to borrow armored vehicles from the
forces of other nations to fight and rescue
U.S. units isolated by enemy forces.

Against the background of the military op-
erations, the book reflects the vital need for
political support and planning if there is any
chance for a military solution. The difficulties
and sometimes weaknesses of multinational
force operations are well demonstrated. After
military successes in both cases, as por-
trayed in the book, control was passed to
multinational forces. The situations in both
Somalia and Haiti today indicate that both
countries have largely returned to the same
conditions that existed before the military
operations described were carried out.

The descriptions of the tactical operations
are superb, as are the details of the planning
and preparations for the operations. How-
ever, the great highlight of the book is the
chapter called “observations.” Herein are the
jewels for an operational manual on how to
plan for and conduct such operations in the
future. Light forces, although mobile, cannot
fight a successful campaign against such
military forces as those in Somalia and Haiti
with their limited numbers of modern weap-
ons. An overwhelming heavy force is re-
quired unless large and unnecessary casual-
ties are acceptable.

Studying this book and investigating its bib-
liography is highly recommended.

LEO D. JOHNS
COL, USA, Ret.

Allegiance, Fort Sumter, Charleston,
and the Beginning of the Civil War by
David Detzer, Harcourt, Inc., New York,
2001, 367 pages, with notes, bibliogra-
phy, and index, $27.00 (hardcover).

As an adjutant and executive officer, | had
the happy duty of reading many promotion
orders. The announcement that “the Presi-

dent of the United States had reposed spe-
cial trust and confidence in the patriotism,
valor, fidelity, and abilities” of a fellow soldier
never failed to stir my emotions. Words do
have meaning, and patriotism, valor, and
fidelity are good, old-fashioned sounding
words, which encompass what is expected
of soldiers.

Allegiance is another such word. A syno-
nym of fidelity, it means loyalty to one’s
country, one’s leaders, and one’s ideals. It is
also a fitting title for David Detzer’s recently
published book about the coming of the Civil
War and the firing on Fort Sumter because
his book is about the allegiance or fidelity of
soldiers to their country and flag in the face
of overwhelming odds.

Detzer relates the events leading up to the
bombardment of Fort Sumter and the begin-
ning of the Civil War through the eyes of
people who were there as witnesses and
participants. Detzer’s book is primarily about
one man in particular, Major Robert Ander-
son, who took command of the federal garri-
son at Fort Moultrie, outside of Charleston,
South Carolina, only a few short weeks be-
fore that state declared its secession from
the Union. Sent into a volatile situation by his
mentor, General Winfield Scott, Anderson
found himself thrust to the forefront of the
greatest crisis in American history by cir-
cumstances beyond his control.

Anderson was known in the army of his
times, but hardly a prominent figure. He
made a reputation in the service by his study
of and writings on the science and use of
artillery. Anderson taught artillery for a time
to cadets at West Point, his alma mater, and
his students there included William Sher-
man, Braxton Bragg, and P.G.T. Beaure-
gard. (In one of the first ironies of this tragic
war, General Beauregard would command
the Confederate troops at Charleston who
fired the war’s first shots against Fort Sum-
ter.) A Southerner by birth and a one-time
slave owner through his marriage into a
slave-owning family, many people at the time
might have expected Anderson to throw his
lot in with the South, like so many of his
contemporaries. Anderson, although a pro-
fessional soldier and a veteran of the Black
Hawk and Mexican Wars and campaigns
against the Seminoles, abhorred war and
tried mightily to avoid provoking it in Charles-
ton. In the days and weeks after South Caro-
linian secession, Anderson asked for instruc-
tions and reinforcements from the govern-
ment in Washington and received little of
either from the Buchanan and Lincoln ad-
ministrations.

Other interesting people populate Detzer’s
narrative as well. The reader gets glimpses
of Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis,
both newly elected and feeling their way
along as the nation moves toward civil war.
Edmund Ruffin and Mary Chestnut, familiar
to many Civil War historians, played roles in
the events unfolding in Charleston harbor.
Several of Anderson’s subordinates went on
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to significant military careers, including Ab-
ner Doubleday, Truman Seymour, Jefferson
C. Davis (not to be confused with Confeder-
acy President Davis), and Samuel Crawford
(who started the war as Anderson’s sur-
geon), who all became general officers in the
Union Army. Beauregard was not only An-
derson’s student, but his protégé.

Yet, in the end, this book is really about
Anderson, who remained steadfast in his al-
legiance to his country. His experience pro-
vides an interesting study in command and a
source of inspiration from which today’s
professionals might profit. Mostly cut off from
support or even guidance from his higher
headquarters, Anderson adroitly mixed di-
plomacy, ingenuity, threat, and feats of leg-
erdemain to protect his men, carry out his
mission, strengthen his position and prevent
a bad situation from getting worse. He made
the decision to leave indefensible Fort Moul-
trie and move his garrison secretly at night to
Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor. Anderson
balanced the requirements to defend the
honor of his country and to preserve his
fighting strength. He placed the welfare of
his troops and their families before his own.
In retrospect, we see now that this war was
perhaps inevitable, but Anderson was de-
termined to not allow his actions to be the
cause of what he thought would be a ruinous
conflict. Finally, when the attack came,
Anderson acted coolly under fire and acquit-
ted himself with valor. In short, Anderson
repaid the special trust and confidence re-
posed in him many times over through his
patriotism, valor, fidelity, and abilities.

Detzer is an academic (Professor Emeritus
of History at Connecticut State University),
so readers should expect a well-researched
effort and Detzer does not disappoint them.
He has also written an engaging book that
examines a little-studied part of the Civil
War, that most historians previously noted
only in passing, in their rush to get to the
good stuff. However, the story of Robert
Anderson and his command at Fort Sumter
is worth our notice. | heartily recommend
Allegiance to those interested in studying our
Civil War, and looking for a fresh and inter-
esting story. More importantly, | recommend
it to fellow professional soldiers as an illus-
tration of what those old-fashioned words —
patriotism, valor, and fidelity — mean.

STEVEN C. GRAVLIN
LTC, Armor, Ret.

Armoured Guardsman: A War Diary,
June 1944-April 1945 by Robert Bos-
cawen, Leo Cooper/Pen & Sword Books,
Barnsley, S. Yorkshire, UK, 2001, 232
pages, $36.95.

British army Lieutenant Robert Boscawen
kept a diary while in combat during World
War Il. Generally written when out of the line
and shortly after the events described took
place, Boscawen’s diary was admittedly

“none other than a mere personal record of
my experiences, hopes and fears, and of
those with me, done to occupy my mind and
of interest only to myself.” While never in-
tended for publication, Boscawen’s fascinat-
ing diary details armored combat in the
hedgerows of Normandy, in the race to
Arnhem during Operation Market Garden, in
defensive operations during the Battle of the
Bulge, and while fighting through the Reich-
swald, over the Rhine River, and into Ger-
many.

As a newly commissioned officer, Bosca-
wen joined the 1st Coldstream Guards Ar-
moured Battalion in England in 1942. After
almost 2 years of rigorous training, Bosca-
wen’s battalion, part of the Guards Armoured
Division, sailed for France on 30 June 1944.
Boscawen served as a troop (platoon) lead-
er, responsible for four tanks (three M4
Shermans with 75mm guns, and one hybrid
tank, called a “Firefly,” with a 17-pounder in
a new turret fitted to a Sherman tank) and
19 soldiers.

Shortly after arriving in France, Boscawen'’s
unit was involved in operations to break out
from Normandy. Fighting in the labyrinthine
hedgerows against a determined and fre-
quently unseen defender armed with lethal
88mm antiaircraft/antitank guns, Tiger and
Panther tanks, numerous artillery pieces,
and effective snipers, was exceedingly chal-
lenging. This combat required dynamic lead-
ership, disciplined soldiers, well-trained crews,
frequent maintenance, accurate gunnery,
and close coordination with the indispensa-
ble infantry. “Armour without infantry,” Bos-
cawen recognized, “may be all very well in
the desert, but it was not the drill for Nor-
mandy.”

A charismatic and courageous leader, Bos-
cawen, who was decorated for his gal-
lantry in action, fought in many hard battles.
One such engagement was at Sourdavelle,
France, on 11 August 1944. Boscawen’s unit
attacked with little artillery support and while
a nearby dominating hill continued to be held
by the enemy. The British armor suffered
heavily, and the lead infantry battalion sus-
tained over two-thirds casualties. Boscawen
continued to lead his tank platoon and fight
until only a few weeks before the German
surrender, when his own tank was hit by an
enemy 105mm gun and he was burned and
disfigured severely.

Boscawen, as revealed in his diary, was
also a keen yet sensitive observer of events
and of the human condition. Having been
written shortly after the events described,
Boscawen’s vivid narrative conveys a sense
of immediacy and realism. Fortunately, Bos-
cawen did not taint his entries by subsequent
editing or embellishment, although he does
add clarifying and clearly marked “later
comments” when appropriate. Over 30 inter-
esting photographs and 10 maps or sketches
supplement the fast-paced text superbly, as
does a glossary of abbreviations and British
military terms.

Armoured Guardsman is an honest and
candid saga of leadership, courage, selfless
sacrifice, and teamwork in combat at the
small-unit level during World War Il. It is also
a story of sudden death, horrible wounds,
destruction, and waste. This engrossing and
wholeheartedly recommended book is a re-
minder of the horror of war while serving as
an excellent tribute to Boscawen and his
stalwart soldiers.

HAROLD E. RAUGH, JR.
LTC, USA, Ret.

Jackson’s Way - Andrew Jackson
and the People of the Western Waters
by John Buchanan, John Wiley & Sons,
Inc., New York, 2001, 448 pages, $30.00
(cloth).

John Buchanan, the author of The Road to
Guilford Courthouse, writes a truly remark-
able account of the settlement and conflicts
of the old southwest: Georgia, Alabama,
Tennessee, Mississippi, Florida, and Louisi-
ana. The narrative follows the early life of
Andrew Jackson and the frontiersmen of the
old southwest and tells a truly gripping tale of
the battles and skirmishes against Native
American warriors, as well as British, Span-
ish, and French agents and soldiers.

Jackson’s Way begins by telling the reader
about the adventurous men who first crossed
the Appalachian Mountains and their contact
and conflicts with the Native Americans who
inhabited that land. With special emphasis
on the leadership style and tenacity of Gen-
eral Jackson, Buchanan then gives a great
account of the Creek War, which is remarka-
bly similar to current operations in Afghani-
stan. Finally, the story moves on to the U.S.
campaigns in Spanish Florida and the de-
struction of the British army at the Battle of
New Orleans.

All Army leaders will enjoy reading this
book for the superb leadership example that
Jackson sets for our Army today. With lim-
ited rations, faulty supply systems, and muti-
nous troops, General Jackson kept his ad hoc
army in the theater of operations and active-
ly campaigning, when three other command-
ers had called it quits because they felt the
circumstances were too severe. Jackson’s
ability to sustain combat operations and win
during the Creek War is a little known mira-
cle of military history that demonstrates what
a dedicated commander can accomplish.

The easy-to-read, storytelling format in
Jackson’s Way will enthrall all readers, in
addition to teaching the amateur historian
about a little known piece of the War of
1812. | would recommend this book to all
combat arms leaders as a case study in
determined leadership and a historical ex-
ample of raiding operations deep in enemy
territory. | would also recommend this book
to anyone planning a staff ride to the New
Orleans or Horseshoe Bend battlefields.

CPT DALE MURRAY
Fort Benning, Ga.
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