In Close Country:

World War Il American Armor Tactics
In the Jungles of the Southwest Pacific

by Kevin C. Holzimmer

According to Russell F. Weigley, two regulars or the Indian light cavalry of
distinct traditions shaped the pre-World the Plains.*

War Il American army. On one hand, . .
officers of the interwar period in many ug)sn '5[22 cgrrﬁr hglrslg, hWa((ajlgﬁ))l/J chc;nt;rr:é
ways resembled their nineteenth-cen-, > . my 9
American Civil War, a European-style
tury predecessors who protected t-hewar that possessed its own unique char
Western frontier against Indian warri- PR h h f f
ors. The army “was a border constabu-aCte”St'CS' Through four years o
lary for policing unruly Indians and bloody conflict, the Army learned the
lesson of applying overwhelming

Mexicans,” he argues. “The U.S. Army L : p
y _power against its enemies. The “mem-
of 1940 had not yet completed the tran ory of the Civil War suggested that the

sition that would have fmade it an ap- primary military value is sheer power:
plro_pnate msi[rument 9 h'ts c_:ou_ntrysf General U.S. Grant's great blue army
claims to world power.” The mission o corps smothering the gray legions of

patrolling the Western frontier trans- Robert E. Lee under the wei -
v . . C ) ght of their
formed the military into a fighting weapons and number.”

force designed primarily for mobility.
“The history of the frontier,” he contin- These two traditions pulled the Army
ues, “was that of the horse soldier inin opposite directions. An army pre-

blue or khaki forever challenged by the pared to apply overwhelming power

quicksilver elusiveness of Mexican ir- against its foes is not necessarily oneas well.

Tanks proved useful in the early Pacific
battles at Guadalcanal, despite little treat-
ment of armor use in doctrinal manuals of
the time.

designed for mobility. Similarly, a mo-
bile army is generally not able to gen-
erate vast quantities of power: “[T]he
American army’s principal inheritances
from its past were also conflicting lega-
cies, which might put the Army at
cross-purposes with itself as it began in
1940 to prepare for European war.”

While these two heritages propelled
the Army down different paths, they
nevertheless shared one fundamental
assumption: both were shaped by the
ability to operate in open country. In
other words, geographical considera-
tions deeply influenced the frontier
army. Operations on the wide-open
spaces of the Plains placed a premium
on mobility. Similarly, the application
of sheer power required open country
Overwhelming power fre-
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quently required heavy equif Pacific Ocean
ment; heavy equipment needg
relatively open country. Through
out history, irregular forces ofte
have avoided American power H
staying away from open space
In the Second Seminole War, fi
instance, the Seminoles generd
refused to face the Americans
open conventional battles. In
stead, the Florida swamps b
came the Seminoles’ ally. A
Weigley writes, General Winfield
Scott’s “heavy columns of slow
moving troops and much imped
menta marching noisily throug
the Florida hammocks merel
served to scatter the Seminolé
so that Scott's blows landed |
air.”4

Thus while preparing for eithe
a war of mobility, one of over
whelming power, or a combing
tion of these, American militar
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leaders on the verge of World
War Il all assumed a future war would Control and maneuver are difficult.
take place in open country. Virtually no Ground observation is limited to short

advanced planning had anticipated anydistances, sometimes to only a few

other alternative, such as the jungle ter-feet.” In addition to these already for-
rain of the Southwest Pacific Area midable obstacles, jungle terrain adde

(SWPA), where the majority of Ameri- other handicaps such as heat, heawy!
can land forces would meet the forcesrains, insects, and unhealthy conditions.

of Imperial Japan. How then did the In short, geographical factors domi-
U.S. Army, particularly armored forces, nated Army thinking about jungle op-
operate under such circumstances? Irerations. With this in mind, the Army,
what ways, if any, did prewar doctrine of course, still had to devise sound
influence jungle operations? This essaydoctrine to minimize the effects of such
will examine how the Army used its ar- conditions®

mored forces in the SWPA, com-
manded by General Douglas Mac-
Arthur. teration in jungle or “close” country.
Early Doctrine

The last edition of the official docu-
ment of Army doctrine —FM 100-5
Field Service Regulations: Operations
— before American participation in the
Second World War appeared in 1941.
Operations covered all the different
types of warfare that American plan-
ners envisioned, from urban to moun- the jungle.” Prewar planners believed

propriate in the jungle: “Jungle warfare
is characterized by close fighting. Artil-

have only limited application. The gre-
nade, submachine gun, semiautomati

tain warfare. It even included a section that the terrain mitigated against the
that explored the various dimensions ofuse of combined arms. Instead, they

jungle combat. anticipated that the infantry would bear

- the brunt of the fighting. The U.S. War
Not surprisingly, the chapter devoted Departments 1941 pamphlelungle

to jungle operations began with a con- - S
sideration of geography and the restric- Warfare simply stated that: “Support of

. : : fantry by other arms will frequently
tions it placed on operations. Parallels I"'& - : Sre

were drawn between jungle terrain and be impracticable or impossiblé.

the more familiar wooded terrain: Armored formations were categori-
“Movements are restricted. There are cally denied a significant role in jungle
few roads or trails available; often trails terrain. “Mechanized units will have
must be slashed as movement pro-little or no combat value in the jungle
gresses. Direction is hard to maintain. itself,” Jungle Warfarestated. “They

Prewar planners acknowledged that
normal operations needed dramatic al-

They deemed the old concepts con-
cerning maneuver and firepower inap-

lery and other supporting weapons

Map 1.

The island of New Guinea, a steppingstone

dtoward MacArthur’s reconquest of the Phil-

ppines. Wakde is on the island’s north
coast.

can be effectively employed on sabanas
or other open areas and against native
villages.” Many Army planners main-
tained that tanks had almost no place
on jungle-covered battlefields, even
though the War Department had con-
ducted promising exercises in the
1920s during which tanks proved their
value in the jungles of Panarh@hey
continued to believe that the geography
of such places as the Pacific islands
would not allow tanks to either maneu-
ver or utilize their firepower. However,
the realities of combat revealed serious

rifle, bayonet, and machete are thecﬂaws in prewar armor doctrine. As the

weapons best suited to operations in

war progressed, tanks would not only
win a place beside infantry, they would
prove to be an essential component of
the American SWPA victory in World

War Il. Indeed, tanks became a vital
part of a combined-arms synthesis that
defeated the forces of Imperial Japan.

Tactical Realities

Despite  doctrinal  preconceptions,
American infantrymen quickly discov-
ered the value of the tank in jungle op-
erations. The utility of mechanized
units became quite apparent when G.l.s
faced the formidable defensive prowess
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Map 2.

Three airfields, two operating and
another under construction, were
objectives in the Wakde-Sarmi
area.

Wakde Is.
Insoemoar .

Masi-Masi

In order to fulfill his famous

pledge, he planned to proceed
along the northern coast of north-
east and Dutch New Guinea, a
route that would eventually lead
to Leyte. MacArthur used Ameri-
can forces primarily to secure
airfields, which in turn would

provide air support for future
American military operations.

The Wakde-Sarmi area was one

of the Japanese. In many cases, the Of the many individual battles be- of many such ventures on the northern
Japanese had up to two years to pretween the armies of America and Ja-edge of New Guinea. This area refers
pare for the expected American coun- pan, the Wakde-Sarmi campaign high-to a region that is covered with dense
teroffensives. Central to Japanese dedights the way in which tanks were util- jungle and low-lying swamps but yet
fensive tactics was the field fortifica- ized in the SWPA. This battle was one contained three airfields, all within 15
tion. According to the U.S. War De- of several that propelled American miles of one another. (Map 2) Located

partment's 1944 edition of itsland-

forces along the northern coast of New near the New Guinea mainland, across

book on Japanese Military Forces Guinea on their way to recapture the from the village of Arare, is Wakde Is-

“The Japanese defense of small islandsPhilippine

Islands.

(Map 1) Mac- land, which had one of the three air-

is characterized by the extensive use ofArthur's desire to return to the Philip- dromes in the area. Actually, Wakde re-
field fortifications. The bunkers and pine Islands dominated SWPA strategy.fers to two islands: Insoemoar and In-

pillbox-emplaced machine

guns are the backbone d
defensive fire. These forti-
fications have been devel
oped from small installa-
tions, composed of a sin
gle layer of palm logs and
sand bags and largq
enough for only a few

CAPTURE OF WAKDE ISLANDS

17-19 May 1944

—p AXIS OF ADVANCE, 18 MAY
=== ujp AXIS OF ADVANCE, 19 MAY

= NIGHT POSITION ON DATE INDICATED
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500 0

19-20 MAY
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——l—
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men, into massive struc
tures 6 to 8 feet thick,
housing more than 9§
squad. Palm logs are givi
ing way to reinforced
concrete and completely
enclosed steel struc
tures.® Not only did these
strongpoints protect the
small islands of the cen
tral Pacific Ocean, they
also became obstacles t
American units operating
throughout New Guined
and the Philippines.

Map 3.

A closer look at the cam-
paign to seize the Wakde
Islands.
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PROV GPMT
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soemanai. Insoemanai is the smaller ofwith no apparent relationship to oth- As the reinforced Company C pushed
the two, measuring just 750 yards ers.” In all, the defenses on Insoemoarits offensive, Company F cleared a
across, while the larger is approxi- presented a deadly challenge for the in-number of snipers from the coconut-
mately 1,500 yards across. The airstripvading American forcé. plantation buildings, which were lo-
covered much of Insoemoar, which - cated approximately 500 yards south of
made it a natural target for Mac- og’fgrg% ﬁﬂﬂath?héaggﬂi%?s %?%ﬁg gttthe airfield. At the same time, Com-
Arthur's push to the Philippines. The Battalion discov)gred for themselves the Pany B moved out of the beachhead
rest of the island was covered with tenacity of the Japanese defense Enand reached the southern edge of the
coral sand, except in the western part, v soldiers near Ft)he beach opened UF?irstrip on Company F’s immediate
where there are some small, rough,Witﬁ' machine quns as the firs? waves ight. The two companies, however, did
limestone hills. The island also con- aporoached thg landing site. but all four "°t advance for very long. Enemy re-
tained an abandoned coconut planta-cgr% anies reached thge island by 0925 sistance halted the troops of both B and
tion. In all, Insoemoar Island repre- Twopof the four Shermans Wereynot so'F on the edge of the airstrip. With the
sented one type of “close country” for successful. One tank had electrical southeastern tip of the island cleared,
the American soldiers who fought trouble and another fell into seven feet Company A and the two Shermans (op-

10 1 1
there: of water as it attempted to land. Never- erating with Company C) were sent

. Leading MacArthur’s drive was Lieu- theless, Companies B and F quickly es—flol%ay‘r(ihéo t:#fspovcergogg?sq%gﬁcg%_
enant General Walter Krueger, com- tablished positions by 0930. . -
manding the Sixth United States : pany F after first retuming to the
Army Krueger planned to land the With the beachhead secured, Com-beachhead to replenish ammunitin.
Wakde-Sarmi task force, codenamedgﬁgg;iA ?ttagggn'nf;g‘:ddgegtlu?]rl](e?f g&% After engaging enemy targets with
Tornado Task Force (TTF), in the vi- yardspéast of the landing site, which theCompany F, the two tanks again ran
cinity of Arare on 17 May 1944, with : ; ' dangerously low on ammunition and
the 163d Regimental Combat Team Agﬁggggsa?u&lj)éd?a;oy%? V.I‘f'ﬁg hC%nrg_ again had to return to the beachhead
(RCT) of the 41st Division. The 3d gan then pushed dowr? the Southeast_shortly after 1200. Meanwhile, Com-
Battalion had the task of hitting the grnyortion %f Insoemoar. clearing it of Pany C’s forward progress ground to a
beaches first and quickly securing the ener?w resistance an hour ldfer 9 snail's pace due to machine gun fire.
western flank of the planned perimeter y : Without tank support, it had not been
at the Tor River, while the 1st Battalion Company C, meanwhile, advanced able to push across the south side of
was to unload last and prepare for itsstraight ahead approximately 250 the airstrip. Consequently, the M4s
assault on Wakde Island the next &ay. %/ahrds, at Whié)h point it ragw linto a care- were orde{]ed l}gackh t(()j Company C as
- ; ully prepared Japanese defensive posi-soon as they finished assisting Com-
T#Ilc:telgngedpher;g\pl)%%lggd ggg‘zﬁrgli?fgtr tion. In addition to the various bunkers, pany F. Until the arrival of the tanks,
ganized defensive positions near Ararethe natural terrain contributed to the Company C remained on the edge of
and on the Tor River. In addition to es- Japanese defense. Surrounding the pillthe airfield. Approximately one-half
tablishing the beachhead Company Eboxes was the dense underbrush of ehour after establishing their positions,
moved to Insoemanai. The small island neglected coconut plantation. Facing Stanfield realized that the Japanese fire
was quickly secured with no JapaneseSUCh a dangerous situation, Companyhad died down. Shortly thereafter, he
resistance. H hour for the assault on In_C’s commanding officer, First Lieuten- sent a patrol across the airstrip, and
soemoar was set for 0900 of 18 May. ant Floyd R. Stanfield, called for tank when it reported no opposition, he pre-
The invasion force consisted of Com. SUPPOrt. The two M4s left the beach- pared the rest of the company to follow
panies A, B, and C of the 1st Battalion head area and headed toward Companycross the strip under cover of mortar
and Corﬁpa{ny F of the 2d Battalion. .3 Position, arriving by 1010. For the fire.2
These four rifle companies would attack, Stanfield assigned one platoon _
benefit from the support of four M4 to each tank, which moved abreast fifty Company A, meanwhile, advanced
Sherman tanké of the 603d Tank yards apart. With their 75-mm main along the northwest portion of the is-
Company. The landing site was near aduns, the Shermans fired at each bundand. Its progress slowed, however, due
small jett)./ on the southern edge of the ker from between twenty-five to two- to three Japanese bunkers on its right
island, one of only a few suitable hundred yards away. One round wasflank. The two tanks, once they re-
beaches on the whole islaHd usually sufficient to deal with any ceived fresh stocks of ammunition,
i Japanese strongpoint. Consequently, thavere ordered to assist Company A. As
Whereas the Japanese offered no retanks methodically and carefully de- they proceeded to Company AS posi-
sistance on the New Guinea mainlandstroyed all the enemy bunkers. For itstion, one of the tanks was disabled. The
or on Insoemanai, they were not sopart, the infantry protected the tanks remaining tank, however, knocked out
passive on Insoemoar. On the larger is-from enemy raiders by following the the enemy strongpoints by 1300. In the
land, they had prepared approximately tanks in a skirmish line and firing into process, twenty Japanese defenders
a hundred bunkers, many of which likely enemy hideouts. This type of at- were killed. Even though the bunkers
were well camouflaged, while others tack took place even though the unit no longer presented an obstacle, enemy
were dug deep into the ground and pre-received its only tank-infantry training resistance had not been completely ex-
sented low silhouettes. As the official the day before. Despite inexperience intinguished. In fact, small groups of
historian of the New Guinea campaign these types of combined-arms tactics,Japanese soldiers hidden in foxholes at-
states: “The majority of the many bun- the soldiers of Company C were able tacked the company and its tank with
kers were mutually supporting, but, on to progress to the southern edge of thehand grenades and bayonets. To com-
the other hand, some had been builtairstrip by 10458 bat such Japanese tactics, Captain
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Richard J. Satran, commander of Com-to support Company C in rolling up the vided a base for which Allied Air
pany A, deployed a squad of infantry Japanese’s left flarik. Forces could support MacArthur's
on each side of the tank. In this effec- Once the three tanks reached Com_dnve toward the Philippines.

tive formation, the automatic riflemen
could kill or disperse the enemy sol- B?Qgegdat S&li’otth%gg’r‘gk ;N%S()Liae?yotf Lessons Learned
%ﬁ@l before they could damage theJapanese soldiers behind American While prewar planning foresaw no
’ lines destroyed four 6x6s, two trailers, important role for armor in the jungles
By 1330, all of the companies of the and two¥%-ton trucks, all belonging to of SWPA or any other Pacific Theater,
1st Battalion were on the move again. American engineers. The offensive fi- American soldiers discovered the ne-
Company A had pushed its attack nally got under way by 0945 with the cessity of tank support for their numer-
around the west end of the island. tanks in the lead. However, like the ous offensives against the skillful de-
Meanwhile, Company C crossed the previous day’s offensives, it came un- fensive tactics of the Japanese Army
airstrip against little opposition, and der heavy defensive fire from enemy even before the Wakde-Sarmi cam-
Company F had advanced as far as thesoldiers who used fallen coconut trees,paign. Captain Richard J. Satran, com-
southern edge of the airstrip but wasbunkers, bomb craters, coral caves,mander of Company A wrote: “The
receiving sniper and machine gun fire. heavy brush, and demolished buildings success of the recent operations on
As a result of the Japanese resistancas cover. The tanks quickly fired at Wakde... has opened up a new and un-
earlier in the day, and Company F's dif- each enemy position, while American explored field for tank warfare in the
ficulties, the 1st Battalion commander, infantrymen, in turn, fired on fleeing Southwest Pacific Area.” What the men
Major Leonard F. Wing, decided to re- enemy soldiers. Despite such formida- of the 163d realized was that armor re-
organize his forces as well as devise able resistance, Company C reported atlieved riflemen of the dangerous task
new plan of attack to finally secure the 1045 that its soldiers were neutralizing of closing with Japanese defenses and
northeastern section of the island,the enemy positions and slowly ad- destroying them with such weapons as
where the bulk of enemy troops were vancing due to the coordinated tank-in- hand grenades. Consequently, tanks
now located. Actually, his plan was just fantry attaclé* provided attacks with both speed and
a variation of the one his battalion had ; momentum. Without armored support,
been employing. He wanted Company foAr\\Ev;hrg sgnmde t;”lr;%, %gmfgﬁéc? rgt?(\)/ﬁd infantry attacks often became bogged
A to proceed on the northern edge of‘]a anese resistance. Consequentl th own or stopped altogether. In the case
the island, while Companies B and C tar?ks were transferred froquOmy:';m f the battle for Insoemoar, the two
pushed to the northeast from their posi—C to Company B. Using similar tag[icsy tanks were simply not sufficient during
tions just to the south of the airstrip. to those pof yCofn ang C. the com- the first day of fighting. “The tanks
Company F was to act as battalion re- ander of Com anp Byassi ned one ri_broke the stalemate on the beach,” the
serve. In order to ensure the success o le platoon to ezfch ¥ank whﬁ]e the third historian of the 41st Infantry Division,
his new offensive, Wing requested two IatF())on was held in reserve. The M4s William F. McCartney, writes, “but it
additional tanks from the mainland. grove throuah the brush. firing their Was impossible to keep the entire line
The attack began at 1530 but ran intomaChine ugs at anv possible Qllocationmovmg with only two of them?
heavy Japanese opposition. By 1630,that coulég rovide c)(gv%r for Ja aneseThrough such campaigns, American
the tank commander notified Wing that soldiers wﬁile the riflemen rc?vided units developed their own tank tactics.
his tanks had exhausted their ammuni-c, 07" < DO for the tanlgs Even OVer time, the Americans formulated
tion supply and would need to return to with thesepp successful tactics.  the certain key principles of armored war-
the beachhead for fresh supplies. W'thAmericans faced slow going before fi- fare in a jungle environment.

mﬂmt%%prgﬁghr:ggs’ihhsthaeﬂﬁ%g%taogﬁgns ally reaching their objective at 1400. First, tanks were used, one veteran

were weakenin V(\Jﬁn decided ?0 dig company F also pushed forward with observed, primarily against “definitely

in for the night ga’t a ?oximatel 17209 one tank under heavy opposition butlocated centers of resistance holding up
9 PP y . maintained its pace with Companies B the infantry advance.” As in the

Companies A, B, F, and C, therefore ; :
ot 7 = and C. Wakde-Sarmi operation, tanks were
formed a line and consolidated their utilized to reduce not only carefully

ositions to seal off the northeast area Wing ordered Company A to move ;
gf the island? forwa?d until it was cE)n C):/ompany B's glanned Japanese strongpoints such as
: unkers and pillboxes, but makeshift
left flank. With all four companies ad- centers of resistance such as foxholes
During the night, regimental head- vancing, the last of the organized Japa- s wellZ?
quarters conceived a plan to finally de- nese defenses in the northeastern quad- :
feat the Japanese and allow Americanrant of Insoemoar was broken in the Second, American officers found it
engineers to complete their work on the early evening hours. Throughout the absolutely necessary to thoroughly fa-
airstrip. At 0640 of 19 May 1944, morning of the 20th, Wing’s men miliarize not only themselves but also
Lieutenant Colonel Walter R. Rankin, cleared the northeast section of the is-their units with the terrain and the mis-
the executive officer of the 163d Infan- land of the remaining scattered pocketssion objectives. Due to the nature of
try, radioed Wing and ordered that of Japanese resistance and then movethe jungle environment, armored and
Company C, with the three tanks, to the mainland in the afternoon. Engi- infantry units could easily become dis-
would spearhead the new offensive by neering units, who started working on oriented and lost. Consequently, as one
pushing east, north, and then along thethe western section of the airfield on wartime report stated: “Early recon-
southeastern shore into Japanese lineghe 19th, were able to begin repairs onnaissance by infantry, tank, artillery,
Company A was ordered to hold its po- the whole airstrip on the 20th. Eventu-
sition, while Companies F and B were ally, the airdrome on Insoemoar pro- Continued on Page 30
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SW Pacific (Continued from Page 25)

engineer, and communication officers munication. EE8A telephone units were combined-arms team. This team effort
is essential?® utilized to maintain a constant flow of worked methodically against prepared
; information between infantry to tank. Japanese defensive positions such as
Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, ! v
commanders quickly discovered that For communication between tanks bunkers and cavés.

. : and infantry a reel of field wire was .
tanks could not close with their targets nclosed in a box and mounted on the In many respects, the experience of
unassisted. The Japanese would easil " ; Americans in SWPA reflected those in
knock out tanks that were not escorted. g w of the tank,” an officer reported. other theaters. In an important new
by infantry. Each Japanese rifle com- 0’?‘ t{'ﬁéd V%Rgngrma?nggﬁar:je?ntoﬂ?getaennkd book, Michael Dale Doubler has em-
pany trained certain individuals as . : phasized the degree to which G.I.s in
tank-killers, all of whom were armed }'}’Q'ele tt)ré%igtdhe{hgn?a%fkthelz\év::rﬁ ?;?gr%%i the European Theater of Operations
with tank mines and smoke hand gre- ; o 6 learned from the “schoolhouse of war”
nades. These tank-fighters were in- squad carried an EE-8 field phone to and created their own combined-arms

structed to attack an American tank via hook on the wire. A switch and a light effort to defeat the Germaffs.

, ted by the ringer circuit were in-
the tank weapon's dead spaces. Onc perate : - .
they had closed with the tank, these(gtalled in the tank. This system worked, Although devising a combined-arms

. ; -~ ~though a number of reel boxes were synthesis in the heat of combat was not
\?v%euﬁéialmentrglr?mecllo J:e/%r;%st}? Of?éoé'ﬁ_rsdamaged and infantrymen sometimesthe only factor that forged an American
niques to knockp oﬁt the vehicle. The had to expose themselves to conneclictory, it proved to be an important

q : e Y their phones® contributor. With a successful naval
would often use antitank mines, dam-

age the tank’s main gun, or damage the Quickly, the Army leadership changed gampalgn_,. superior industrial capabili-
- ; - ] - . ies, a military strategy that often em-
rotating mechanisris. its doctrine to fit the realities of ar- ; ; ;
in a iunal ; phasized concentrating forces on a sin-
Commanders had to rely on a com- m?r:gﬂ %Orgg%te'noﬁig:g %Iﬁﬂwrfonrtr;%?rt. gle point, America won the war against
bined-arms team — including artillery, rewa? belief$® most confegsed that Japan for many different reasons. In-
engineers, air support, and, most im—,f)anks did indeed have a role to play in fantry-tank combined arms warfare was
portantly, tanks and infantry — to over- the war against Japan. Tanks prpov)i/deda single factor in a larger combined ef-
come such determined antitank resis- "o o080 hirenower against Japa- O/t On @ national and even interna-
tance. According to the U.S. War De- nese fixed ositigns thro% hout tﬁe tional scale.
partment: “Close cooperation and coor- P 9

o . ; -~ SWPA, from Buna to Luzon, and most
dination with the infantry was essential . . " : ! Notes
for success. It was found best to assig official wartime statements reflected

a certain number of infantrymen to fur- "this attitude. Nevertheless, there was no 1gyseeyl . Weigley, “Shaping the American
nish close support for each tank C|ose|y5tandard tactical principle that gov- army of world War Il: Mobility Versus
to exploit their success.” Throughout erned every situation. Rather, COM- power,” Parameters, Journal of the U.S. Army
the Wakde-Sarmi Cambaign infantry manders formulated tactics to suit par- war College11:3 (September 1981): 14.
were vital in preventing Japanese sol- ficular situations or ones that they  Zpq
diers from getting close to the M4s. f?#gd F)a%ng::g% S":ﬁgeg;fslél %V(?I}]tlrr,:ﬁe *Russell F. Weigley Eisenhower's Lieuten-
When fighting the Japanese in the W 'de S . tl) yl . uring ants: The Campaigns of France and Germany,
mountainous terrain of northern Luzon, \vaxkde-sarmi attle. Lieutenant Stan- 1944-1945 (Bloomington: Indiana University
Captain Peter Marusek of the 775th field of Company C, for instance, de- press, 1981), 2
Tank Battalion, observed that: “A thor- PI0Y€d one platoon behind each tank in 4 cseil £, weigleyThe American Way of
ough understanding between tank and® skirmish line, while Captain Satran \yar: A History of United States Military Strat-
infantry units is a prime necessity. placed one squad on each side of hisegy and Policy, The Macmillan Wars of the
Eve ossible effort should be madé tanks. According to a report of the 13th United States, Louis Morton, general editor
ry pos Armored Group, which operated on (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc.;
for coordlgoated teamwork between the Luzon, “Tactics and size of force used London: Collier Macmillan Publishers, 1973),
two arms. varies' with almost every situation.” 67. For an expanded discussion of this topic,
The transcendent principle was flexibil- S¢¢ John D. Waghelstein, "Preparing for the

: - : : Wrong War: The United States Army and Low
ity, not a rlgld prefabrlcated doctrifi. Intensity Conflict, 1755-1890" (Ph.D. disserta-

Teamwork involved numerous ele-
ments. In addition to providing local
security, infantry also designated tar- , tion, Temple University, 1990, Order No. DA
gets for the tanks. Due to the thick Conclusion 9107934), passim.

' i U.S. War Department, FM 100-SField
vegetation and undergrowth of a jungle Many prewar Army leaders stressed ar Departmen ie

environment, as well as enemy camou- ) . b ervice Regulations: Operation®Vashington,
flage, tanks could rarely iden%ify and the primacy of the infantryman in jun- pc: u.s. Government Printing Office, 1941),

locate enemy positions. Infantry squad 9/€_combat, but tanks played a critical 23s.
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