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SU BJECT: Fort Knox Privately-Owned Vehicle (PaY) Accident Prevention Progrmn 

I. References: 

a. AR 385-55, Prevention of Motor Vehicle Accidents, 12 March 1987. 

h. TRADOC Reg 385-2_ TRADOC Safety Program, 27 January 2000. 

c. Fort Knox Reg 385-10, The Fort Knox safety Program, 23 April 2004. 
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2. The fuct that Anlly-wide marc Soldiers lose their li ves in POV accidents than <til other 
accidents combined is also a fact at Fort Knox. Twenty-seven Fort Knox Soldiers 11<.\ve died in 
accidcnts over the last 10 years, 24 were the result of pay accidents. Sixteen of tile 24 deaths 
were cllused by one or more of the following: driver inattention, excessive speed, aggressive 
driving, fat igue, alcohol and drugs, and failure to wear seat belts. Quite simply, we cannot afford 
thi s continuing loss of life; my goal is ZERO deaths in POV acc idents. This is il11 atta inable goa l 
that was 1~l st accomplished in FY 01. 

3. The basis of th is program is the Anny's six-point rov acc ident prevention program out lillt:d 
below- my added requ irements are in italicized prin t Uni t POV safety programs must include 
all types o f' vchiclcs (e.g. sedans. pickups, vans, SUVs, and motorcycles) since they each have 
uniq uc characteristics and require particular skills 10 operate_ 

a. Co mm:llld Emphasis. Positive leadership at all levels is imperative. Leader emphasis 
on POV sarety must be unrelen ting. Our junior officers and noncolllmiss ioned o ffi cers see their 
Soldiers cvcryd;,ty. Thcy should know where thei r Soldiers go, whatlhcy do. and then assert 
positive innucnce 011 how, when, and where they operate their POVs. Inelude POJl .wfery issues 
during qll{f /" e,.~\, flll il safety COli l/cils. Soldier s 1 railling rime. Ifllil formalioll.". pre-holiday safelY 
briefings. (Inti individual persollnel coullseling sessions. 

h. Discipline_ Our j un ior leaders work with their Soldiers dai ly iJnd know thcm wel l. 
Soldiers sometimes telegraph signals that translate later into acciden ts. Negative behavior such 
as traffic o rfenses, alcohol abuse, misconduct, .md poor performance oflen arc indicmors of 
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poten tia l POV accident vict ims. Identiry "at risk" Soldiers, counsel them, take proactive 
measures to modify their ri sky behavior. Two exce/{el1l tools aV(li/ahle (0 em/lime al/{I 
determille "ar risk" drivers arc the Next Accidel/t Assessmellt For Individuals alld fh e Next 
Accident Assessmellt For Leaders: /)0(/1 are available 011 the Armor Brancll SafelY Office's \Feb 
page (lutp:/Iwww.knox.armv.miJ/ccllter/saicly/ illdcx.hlm), click ollih e "POV SafelY" blilIOI/ . 

Ulli f First Sergeants will ensure first -lille leaders COl/dllct all assessmell/ 0 11 each Soldier ill their 
III/if (lml cOl/lise! high risk Soldiers. 

c. Risk Mmlagemcnt. Use risk management. Identify hazards associated with POV 
operations, assess the hazards, develop controls and make decisions, implement the conirols. and 
supervisc cxecution. The Director of AmlY Safcty has prcparcd a POV risk managcment toolbox 
for commanders and leaders. This toolbox provides a comprehensive set of lools and con trols 
that have proved success ful throughout ollr Army. The toolbox is availab le al 
(hll p:llcrc.ann v.mil). Make it available to leade rs al all levels mui emmre '" ey lise if. II POf! 
Pre- Trip Risk Assessmelll will he completed before aI/long distollce leave, v{lcation. TD Y. alltl 
pes trips: use FK Form 5069-£ or the electrollic assessment atilltp:/lcrc.armv.mii. 

d. Sta nuanls. Sct high and unmistakable st<Jnciards, and enforce them! Follow Anll)' 
regldatory tramc standards. Be uncompromising on the use of seat belts and motorcycle sa fety 
equipmenl. Educate Soldiers on the risks of speed, fatigue, and thc lise o f alcohol. Emphasize 
the use of designated dri vers for social events . 

c. Provide Alternatives . Provide altemativcs 10 Soldiers driving POVs. Schedule activities 
on post 10 kcep Sold iers on post and off the road. Consider keeping gyms and othcr places 
Soldiers use off duty open later. These same measures also can provide alt ernatives to alcohol 
lise. Look for transpol1alion alternat ives as well. Promote use ofaitemate transportat ion 
melhods to POV usc. Prominently post public transportat ion schedules. Where possible, usc 
Morale. Wclfare and Recreation (MWR) services to provide buses or vans to transpol1 Soldiers 
to the places they go whell orTduty. DMWR supportt!lis illitiatil1e 1I'itll 'li e fOllowillg: eOllfilllle 
to sched/lle amI publish Oil-post activities; keep clubs, IOtmges. bowling eel/leI'S, golf COll l','ie, 

gYIIIIl(tsillms. (/1/(1 swimming pools open late on weekends and bolidays IVllell tbe IIigllest 
percell/age oJ accidellls occur off post. publicize hours ill tbe Turret alld 0 1/ Challllel 98: 
prOVide Oil-post trallsportationfor UPH guests amI patrons oJtlle Leaders Clllb and Rocker 1/: 
prod de designllted drivers wit" free sofi drillks. 

r. Commander's Assess ment. r-ollowing every fata l and serious injury POV accident, 
commanders will conduct an assessment or the accidcnt with the involved Soldier 's chain-of­
command. Delcnninc what happencd, why it happened, and how it could have bcen prcventcd. 
Implement correcti ve and preventive mcasures. Publicize lessons Icamed. The Armor Branch 
Sa/elY Office Il'ill pllhlish II su/cly /mllet;1I vl/fil{a' and serious POV l/{:citlel/{x 10 enSl/re (1/1 Port 
Kllox persoJlnei are aware of the filcts alld actions reqllired 10 prevellf like accidellis. The ForI 
Kllox Fatality Review Board will con velie withill J 4 days of a POV farali/y to ensure 
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ill l'estigmiolls are cOl/dueled. identify causes 01' cOllrribulillgfilclors. lind determine correct ire 
(fe/iolls. 

4. Locally. the fo llowing key components are added. First is the Fort Knox POV Task Force 
that wi ll convene quarterl y in conjunction wit h the Installation Prevention Counci l ( IPC). The 
purpose of lhc task fo rce is to analYLc POY accident trends, identify and review local traffi c 
problems, and establish specia l safety campaigns for iden tifi ed POY problem areas. The POY 
Task Force membership is the same as the IPC. 

5. In addition to the s ix-poi nt progra m outlined above the following requirements arc udded and 
wi ll he implemented by all Fort Knox units and organizations arc: 

CI . Ensure .. ll newly ass igned military personnel view the videotape "H ighway S .. fety," 
ava il able from the Armor Branch Safety Office, within 30 days o f assignment. 

b. Inspect POYs belongi ng to mi li tary personnel before all holiday weekends, TOY travel, 
pes moves, and vacat ion trips; usc FK Fuml 4650-E (POV Inspect ion Checklist). This 
inspection can be conducted by any compelent person selected by the chain-of-command. 

c. Conduct quartcrl y POV safety bri efings that cmphasize seasonal and loca l dri ving 
hazards. In addition , conduct safety bri efings before long holiday weekends, TDY travel, pes 
moves, and vacation trips. 

d. Implement a military designated driver program that ensures safc transportation for 
personnel drinking or fat igued. First Sergeants will mai ntain a roster of lin it designated drivers. 

c. Enforce pre-trip planning, particularly for long drives. Use mapping programs ava ilable 
on the in temct, e.g., h ll !l :II\Vww.ll1~lp!;On ll s.co lll. Check weather and road condit ions hefon; lung 
trips. Nationwide tra ffi c and road closure in fo nnation is avai lab le at 
http://www . Ilnva. dot. go \' It fa ffi c i n foli ndcx. 11 tm. 

f. Recognize uni ts and individuals for signi ri canl positive contribut ions in POV safety. 

h. Ensure motorcycle opera tors attend the ArnlY Motorcycle Safety Foundation Course; 
phone 4-4306 to enroll in a class. Military personnel arc not authori zed to ri de a motorcycle, 
eilhcr on or OrrpOS1, until they complete thi s tra ining; DoD civilians cannot ride on post unti l 
they have completed the training. Motorcycle riders will wear all pro tective gear required in 
reference I c above. 
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6. Prevent ing POY accidents requires a tota l team effort . It start s al the "battle buddy" level 
and ends a1 the senior leader leve l, and everyone in between must be a player. Bottomlinc is Lhal 
saving lives is everybody's responsibility. Contact the Armor Branch Safety Orfice, phone 
4-4920, fo r necessary assistance. 
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