GAO SECURITY AND SAFETY

HOLIDAY SECURITY AND
SAFETY TIPS




Home Security While Gone

If you're planning to go away, be
careful whom you tell. RESIDENTIAL

Never leave an answering machine

message indicating you're not at SECURITY
home. Instead, just say you "can't
come to the phone."

Use timers to turn lights, televisions
and sound systems on and off at
different times to give your B
home/apartment a "lived-in look" = L'.l.ﬁ]%lbj'
when you're away.

Install motion-detecting outdoor
floodlights around your home.
Remember to mount them high e N vty
enough to prevent intruders HOUSE A TARGET

. . FOR BURGLARS !
from disabling them.




Home Security While Gone (Cont’d)

« Use someone trusted as a
house/apartment sitter.

 Don't leave valuables in sight
through windows, where they will
tempt burglars.

« Leave curtains slightly parted so
your house doesn't have an empty
look.

 Don't let mail, newspapers or
flyers accumulate while you're
away, tipping off criminals. Have
the post office hold mail, have
newspapers suspended, and have
a neighbor or friend clear away
flyers.

« Have someone mow your lawn or
rake leaves while you're away.




Home Security While Gone (Cont’d)

When vacationing, leave a car in
your driveway or arrange for a
neighbor to keep a car there and
move it around from time to time.

Alarm systems are an effective
deterrent. Nine out of ten convicted
burglars agree they'd avoid a house
protected by an alarm system.

Security system decals and signs
are also an effective deterrent.

To a burglar, an empty trash can may
mean you're away. Keep some trash
on hand, and consider asking a
neighbor to set out trash for pick-up
at your house.




At The Airport

- » Stay especially alert and watch
your bags and laptop computer at
all times.

e * Do not let anyone but uniformed
airline personnel handle your

: - : — bags. Watch out for staged

-l ; - mishaps, like someone bumping

" b7 into you or spilling a drink. Often it
is a ploy to divert your attention.

 If at all possible, show your state
drivers license instead of your
GAO ID.

& == ° Know the “What and What Not” to
) have at checkpoints.

http://www.faa.qov/passengers/




At The Airport (Cont’d)

Carry your purse close to

your body, or your wallet

in an inside front pocket.

Better yet, wear a money

pouch under your clothes. e e P o T ——
Keep a separate record of sEem s il

the contents of checked A - o
luggage. And keep
anything of value in a
carry-on that stays with
you.

Avoid displaying
expensive cameras,
jewelry and luggage that e\ .
might draw attention. Your ;

aim should be to blend in Who’s Who??77

with the crowd. http://lwww.freetraveltips.com/Airlines/Air15.htm

Can you spot the pickpocket???




On The Road

« Become familiar with your travel
route before you start. Get a map
and study it.

 Know locations of gas stations
and emergency service facilities
(Fire, Police, medical).

 Keep car doors locked while you
are driving. Store luggage in the
trunk. Park in well-lighted areas
only, close to building entrances

and walkways.

 Have car keys ready when
approaching your car. Check the
back seat and floors before you
getin.




On The Road (Cont’d)

 Make sure your rental car is in good operating
condition. Learn how to operate all windows, door
locks and other equipment before you leave the lot.

 Keep your maps and rental agreement concealed, not
lying on the seat or the dashboard.

 If you are bumped by another car, think before you get
out. If you are in doubt or uncomfortable, signal the
other driver to follow you to a nearby police station or
a busy, well-lighted area where it is safe to get out or
use your cell phone to call for assistance.



On The Road.....SHOPPING

* Busiest Shopping Season ... For Thieves Too!
* Whenever possible, visit shopping malls with another adult
* Don’t flash large amounts of cash

* Don’t leave anything in plain sight (use the trunk)
* Don’t park next to vans where thieves can hide

* Park under a light at night, if possible

* Check the back seat before getting in your car

* Don’t overburden yourself with packages

- (if applicable) Use your cars remote to find and
“highlight” your car; thieves hate unwanted attention

* Don’t walk in-between other parked vehicles — stay in the open




Hotel Stays

* Insist that hotel personnel write
down your assigned room number
so others can't see or hear it.

* Never leave luggage unattended.

* Keep all hotel doors and windows
locked, and use all door locks.
Learn the location of fire exits,
stair wells, elevators and public
phones in case of emergency.

Make sure your room has an indoor viewer and a dead bolt lock.
Keep valuables, jewelry, cash, etc. in the hotel safe. Better still;
leave jewelry in a safe at home.




At The Hotel (Cont’d)

Ask hotel staff about the safety of the
neighborhood and what areas to avoid,
especially if you want to walk or jog
nearby.

Before taking a cab, ask the staff about
directions and estimated costs.

Always verify who's at your door. Don't
open the door to someone you don't
know. If an unexpected visitor claims to
be a hotel employee, call the front desk
to make sure.

Don't display room keys in public or
leave them on the restaurant tables, at
the swimming pool or in other places
where they can easily be stolen.

If you lose the plastic key card to your
room, insist on a new-keyed card.




Cell Phones

* A very useful tool to carry with
you when you travel

' Record and keep available
numbers for:
» Insurance company
» Airline

» Rental car road emergency service
number

> Hotel front desk

> Someone in home area — house
sitter, family member or coworker



Foreign Travel (Other than Official Business)

Check State Department travel advisories at www.state.qov

Also check DoD Foreign Clearance Guide at
https://lwww.fcg.pentagon.mil/fcg.cfm for country specific
information and entry requirements

Be aware of areas where diseases are a threat

Complete foreign travel briefings with the Security office before
you travel

Leave contact information with a relative, friend, or colleague in
cases of emergency

Report to the US Embassy; let them know your there. Note: The
State Dept (US Ambassador) is responsible for the safety and
security of all U.S. citizens traveling abroad; within and through
their assigned countries




Have a Safe and Secure

Holiday Season
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