SAFETY ALERT 02-08

REPORTING SAFETY HAZARDS

Recently an employee reported a worksite safety hazard to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).  The perceived safety hazard continued until the employee felt his/her safety had been jeopardized long enough.  Rather than take the issue to the supervisor, or installation safety office, the employee contacted OSHA.  Had the supervisor been made aware of the hazard, corrective measures could have been initiated much sooner.

Our Area Federal OSHA office is composed of two compliance officers. They cover Kentucky and Tennessee as well as being mobilized to assist in investigations throughout the southeast from time to time.   Their response to an employee complaint on Fort Knox may not be sufficient to protect an employee in a timely manner.   

Your Armor Branch Safety Office, in conjunction with commanders, directors, and supervisors has the responsibility to investigate alleged safety hazards and abate those hazards in a timely fashion. 

Established DOD procedures agreed upon by the Department of Defense and Department of Labor for reporting unsafe and unhealthful working conditions are:  Supervisor, Unit Commander, Safety Office, Installation Commander, MACOM Commander, and Federal OSHA.   

DD FORM 2272, Department of Defense Safety and Occupational Health Protection Program, informs DOD personnel of their rights under OSHA.  This form must be posted in all DOD work places where all employees may review it.  You may download DD Form 2272 from the Armor Branch Safety Office web site (http://knox-www.army.mil/center/safety/index.htm)

