SAFETY ALERT 02-09

FURNACE SAFETY CHECK LIST

Fall is a good time to make sure your heating equipment is in first-rate operating condition.  Turning on a furnace that hasn’t been properly inspected or serviced creates the risk of asphyxiation or fire.

Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. (UL), a non-profit product safety testing organization, recommends that qualified service personnel inspect your furnace the beginning of each heating season.  In addition, here are some checks to make on a regular basis through the fall and winter:

    - Replace disposable air filters when dirty with replacements that bear the UL listing mark.  Wash permanent filters in mild soap and water to help increase furnace efficiency and promote safety operation.

    - Clean warm air outlet registers and air returns of any accumulated dust, and be sure rugs, drapes, or curtains do not cover them.

    - Keep the furnace area clear of combustible materials.  Never store liquids with flammable vapors, such as gasoline and paint thinners, in the furnace room.

    - Clean and inspect your humidifier for optimum operation.

    - Clean all combustion air intake openings of accumulated dust and dirt.

