Armor School Reading List



The purpose of this reading list is to augment the MQS Reading List, the Contemporary Military Reading List, and other reading lists proposed by such higher headquarters as are appropriate.  It is not designed to duplicate nor to replace them.



The Armor School List is more than a simple list of "Tanker" titles.  It is designed for reading by all elements of the combined arms team,, with special emphasis on Armor, Cavalry, Mechanized Infantry, and Combat Aviation.  Perhaps a better title would be the Mobile Force Reading List.  The list has been divided into categories covering: Technology; Doctrinal Development in the Twentieth Century; Pre-mechanized Warfare; Mechanized Warfare; Staff Ride Support Material; The Philosophy of War and Strategic Thought; Low Intensity Conflicts; Personalities; and Contemporary Social Issues for Soldiers.



The list is very historically oriented as the Contemporary Reading List contains many of the more recent issues or future-oriented titles; and as the editor thinks that attempting to think about future war without understanding past war is intellectually impossible if not militarily fatal . At periodic intervals, newly released titles will be recommended through Armor Magazine.  Mobile force leaders should also watch for reviews of new books in Armor, Infantry, Army, Military Review, and Parameters.  It is difficult to prepare a list of books in print as the recent changes in the Tax Code have effectively shortened the publishing and inventory life cycle of books.



It is suggested that an officer complete at least six of the titles on the Armor School List prior to attendance of Advance Course.  Officers selected for AOAC attendance should contact: Commander, 3-16 Cav, U.S. Army Armor School, Fort Knox, KY 40121: for specific titles required at that course.



Reading to learn is a multifaceted process.  Most of us read with no system, this is nothing more than either exercise for the eye muscles and optic nerves or perhaps the random acquisition of knowledge.  In order to read to learn, we must formulate a learning plan or a system for transforming random knowledge into information.  The editor has found over the years that military reading is best structured around the principles of war, found in FM 100-5 among other sources.  As you read, ask yourself a series of questions based upon the principles of war, or some other system that you find enlightening, seek the answers to-your questions in the work you are reading.  For instance: How did this inferior force develop the mass necessary to win?  The possibilities are nearly endless, but by structuring your reading around those questions that seem most relevant to you, you organize the knowledge into useable information for thought and decision-making.



This publication supersedes FKSM PH-40, Armor Branch Professional Reading List, dated November 1990.



�Table of Contents



Section��

Technology��

Doctrinal Development��

Pre-Mechanized Warfare��

Mechanized Warfare��

Staff Ride Support��

The Philosophy of War and Strategic Thought��

Low Intensity Conflict��

Personalities	��

Contemporary Social Issues for Soldiers��	



	

		



		



		

�Technology



This category covers those titles that trace the evolution of military technology through the Twentieth Century and forecasts of the possible evolution in the Twenty-First.



Brodie, Bernard and Fawn M. From Crossbow to H-Bomb.  Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 1973

            	The Brodies discuss the effects of technology on the military and vice versa, from the beginning of the modern era to the dawn of nuclear age.  Some of their conclusions may arouse anger and disagreement, but they will undoubtedly raise questions which should be answered.



Brown, Frederic J. Lt. Gen. Ret.  The United States Army In Transition:	In The Information Age.  Washington, Brassey's, 1993. 		

	       Lt. Gen. Brown has once again thoroughly thought through many of the issues that will affect the American Military in the coming years.  In this book he does not so much suggest answers as he does enunciate the questions for the first time.  This is a very provoking book and should be read by everyone involved with building the Army of the future.



Huston, James A. The Sinews of War: Army Logistics, 1775-1953.  Washington, DC: OCHM, 1966.  Army Historical Series, Publication 30-4.

           	 It is strange to begin a section entitled, Technology, with a title discussing logistics, but logistics and technology go hand in hand.  As the technology of war progressed, logistics has also became increasingly important.  Huston's work was one of the first attempts to trace the historical development of logistics and remains one of the best books to do so.



Kelly, Orr.  King of the Killing Zone.  NY: W. W. Norton Company, 1989.

          	A short recounting of the story of the development of the Ml tank including both the technical and political factors that enter into modern weapons design and production.  Orr discussed at length the trade-offs involved in protection, firepower, and mobility that led to the U.S. decision in favor of protection as the paramount factor in the M1’s design.



Ogorkiewicz, Richard M. The Design and Development of Fighting Vehicles.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1968.

A straight forward discussion of how and why armored vehicles evolved from their initial inception until the late 1960s.



Simpkin, Richard.  Tank Warfare: An Analysis of Soviet and NATO Tank Philosophy.  London: Brasseys, 1982.



	Antitank: The Air Mechanized Response to Armored Threats in the 90s.  NY: Brasseys, 1982.

	Mechanized Infantry.  NY: Brasseys, 1980.



	All three of Brigadier Simpkins' books contain excellent discussions of the evolution of Armor: both as technology and as a combined arms force and its probable future role and evolution.  His solutions are both innovative and practical.  He provides excellent descriptions of the design parameters, limits, and interaction of the triad of Firepower, Mobility, and Protection.



Toffler, Alvin and Heidi.  The Third Wave, Boston, Little Brown and Co., 1980; and Toffler, Alvin and Heidi.  War and Antiwar, Boston, Little Brown and Co., 1993.

	The Tofflers have long been regarded as some of America’s best futurist writers.  They have worked on and off with the U.S. Army since 1981.  Both of these books focus thought on the rising information age and its impact on society and in the second volume they concentrate on its military effects. Contemporary Social Issues for Soldiers



Smithers, A. J. A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939.  NY: Hippocrene, 1986. Contemporary Social Issues for Soldiers

	An excellent account of the early years of both the technical and tactical development of armor.  Smithers has also released a companion volume continuing the story to the present time entitled, Rude Mechanicals.



Van Creveld, Martin.  Supplying War: Logistics from Wallenstein to Patton.  NY: Cambridg University Press, 1979. (MQS 11 List)

	Van Creveld details the increasingly complex importance of logistics in modern war.  Logistics is not glamorous but it can lose battles as surely as tactical or strategic Mistakes can.  Far too many good tacticians have floundered because they failed to understand the difficulties their tactics and maneuvers created for the logisticians attempting to support them.



Technology in War: From 2000 B.C. to the Present.  NY: Free Press, 1988.

(MQS 11 List)

           Van Creveld traces technology through several stages and its impact on warfare.  An interesting book in its conclusions and in its versions of the future.



Doctrinal Development in the Twentieth Century 



This section deals with the development of modern doctrine, emphasizing the integration of the combined arms on the battlefield.  Most of the works focus on peacetime developments or rely on specific examples from wartime experience rather than a detailed operational history, though there a few exceptions to this general focus.  There are a few 19th Century examples within this list, these usually had their greatest impact in the 20th Century.



Ambrose, Stephen E. Upton and the Army.  Baton Rouge LA, Louisiana State University Press ,1992 reprint.

	Emory Upton is one of the most influential figures in American military history.  He is also one of the least known.  This work traces his career briefly and his thought and impact on the Army extensively.  Upton was responsible for the preparation of tactical doctrine and even more importantly, it was his unfinished history of  U.S. Military Policy that generated the Root Reforms in the post Spanish-American War period.



Ardant, Du Picq, Charles.  Battle Studies: Ancient and Modern Battle. Reprinted in Roots of Strategy: Book 2. Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 1987.

A French Colonel, killed at the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, Ardant Du Picq attempted to combine analysis of ancient battle with interviews and surveys of French officers during the 1860s to develop a theory on the effect of combat on soldiers.  This is the seminal study of man in battle.  Ardent Du Picqls comments on the importance of morale, discipline, and cohesion combat still carry weight.  They form much of the philosophical basis leading to the COHORT and regimental systems of the U.S. Army today.



Bidwell, Shelford and Dominick Graham.  Firepower: British Army Weapons and Theories of War 1904-1945.  Boston: Allen and Unwin, 1982.

This book looks at the evolution and interaction of the combined arms team from the end of the Boer War to the close of World War II.  Bidwell and Graham examine the British experience in detail but the lessons are international in applicability.



Bolger,, Daniel P. Dragons at War.  Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1986. 

		 Bolger describes a very early NTC rotation.  It is a balanced and accurate account of laying blame when it is due and awarding credit where it is deserved.  The lessons are somewhat dated by the H-series TO&E but are still useful today.



Citino, Robert M. The Evolution of Blitzkrieg Tactics: Germany Defends Itself Against Poland 938.  Westport CT., Greenwood Press, 1987.

Citino, examines the evolution of German plans and preparations for war against both Poland and The Soviet Union in the critical period immediately after the First World War.  He suggests that the development of a mobile warfare doctrine was the result of enforced weakness and that only mobility could overcome the numerical and equipment weakness of the Reichswehr.



Corum, James H. The Roots of Blitzkrieg: Hans Von Seekt and German Military Reform.  Lawrence KS, University Press of Kansas, 1992.

Dr. Corum examines the history of the interwar period German Army and the ways in which that army adapted to strict control, yet still managed to develop an integrated modern doctrine.  There is much of current value in this book as well as much that will challenge certain traditional views.



English, John A. A Perspective on Infantry.  NY: Praeger, 1981.

	English studies the evolving tactics of the infantry in the Twentieth Century, with an increasing complexity of the infantry's task and the continued necessity for high quality dismounted forces.



Griffith, Paddy.  Battle Tactics of the Civil War.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989. 

		Griffith is a thought provoking military historian based at Sandhurst in England.  Once again,, Griffith has challenged the accepted theories of how battles were fought.  He lays out a convincing case for the re-examining of the American Civil War.  His argument is that the "new" technologies and their resulting effects on the Civil War battlefields have been seriously overstated by most historians.  The book is important not for his argument, but rather for the thought it raises.  If we have been mistaken in our appreciation of Civil War tactics, how much more mistaken could we be over World War II or even our estimation of what future wars will be like?



Forward Into Battle: Infantry Tactics Since Waterloo.  Sussex: Anthon, 1981.

This book takes on the fire oriented theorist and proposes that the dominant factor in successful infantry fighting is shock effect and the willingness to close with the enemy.  This can be construed as to support the idea that psychological defeat, as in maneuver warfare, is the preferred means of gaining victory.  Griffith's historiography is excellent and his conclusions are well supported.  The conclusions may force us to reconsider how we expect the battlefield of the future to evolve.



Guderian, Heinz.  Achtunq-Panzer The Development of Armored Forces, Their Tactics and Operational Potential.  London, Arms and Armor Press, 1992.

Guderian's oft-spoken of -- seldom read pre-war book, finally available in English.  There really was very little original or ground-breaking material here, but it does give the reader a much clearer understanding of the state of the art in 1938, at least from one German point of view.



Gudmundsson, Bruce I. Stormtroop Tactics: Innovation in the German Army, 1914-1918.  Westport CT, Praeger, 1989.

This is an outstanding work on the process of reform and adaptation in warfare during war.  Gudmundsson traces the emergence of Stormtroop tactics which provide the basis of dismounted infantry tactics to this day.



-------------------On Artillery Westport CT, Praeger, 1993

There has traditionally not been a great deal of literature in the role and impact of artillery in modern war, Gudmundsson remedies that with his latest book.  This is an excellent introduction to the understanding of artillery and its impact, both historically and in the near future.



House, Jonathon M. Toward Combined Arms Warfare.  Fort Leavenworth, KS: Combat Studies Institute, 1904.  Available on request from Fort Leavenworth.

Captain House studies the increasingly integrated nature of the Twentieth Century battlefield and discusses how the combined arms team has grown complex and all encompassing.



Larson, Robert H. The British Army and the theory of Armored Warfare, 1918-1940.  Cranbury NJ, 

Associated University Presses, 1984.

		Larson's account of the development, or the lack thereof, of British doctrine for mechanized warfare provides a very useful explanation of the problems of bringing reform to an army that perceives itself reasonably successful in a major war and unlikely to repeat the experience.  This is a reality-check book for those of us in the United States military that are often told, it won't happen that way again.  Do we really understand the implications of our own emerging technologies and the impact they will have, not only on our forces, but on the forces of potential adversaries as well?



Leonhard, Robert.  The Art of Maneuver: Maneuver-Warfare Theory and AirLand Battle.  Novato CA, Presidio Press, 1991.

This is an interesting quick read on one approach to understanding what maneuver warfare is and is not.  Leonhard's discussion of the five paths to victory is especially useful in understanding why and how maneuver warfare works and why any rejection of it plays into the hands of technologically inferior but numerically superior forces.



MacDonough, James R. The Defense of Hill 781: An Allegory of Modern Combat.  Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1988.

This book is the Duffer's Drift of the 1980s and 90s.  The author takes us through an NTC rotation discussing how units should function to gain success.  He demonstrates not only the proper way to do it but also the perils of failure.



Stanton, Shelby.  Anatomy of a Division.  Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1987.

		Stanton's work studies the lst Cavalry (AIRMOBILE) Division in Vietnam.  He analyzes how the division evolved and how it functioned on the battlefield in Vietnam.



Swinton, Ernest D. The Defense of Duffer's Drift.  Garden Park, NY: Avery Publishing Group, 1986.

    	The Boer war classic by the man who first proposed tanks at Christmastide 1914 to the British Army.  Swinton was one of that rare breed in any army, a true intellectual.  Lt.  Forethought's dreams have been the tactical primer for countless young officers in many armies. This little book is an outstanding tool for the step by step

teaching not of tactics, but of tactical thinking.



Wilson, Dale E. Treat ‘Em Rough:  The Birth of American Armor, 1917-1920. Novato, CA: Presidio Press, l989

		Wilson's account of the rise of the American Tank Corps does not fit in any of the categories neatly.  His story is broad covering technology, industrial development, tactical development, the course of the fighting and many of the chief personalities of the age.  Based on primary source material, Wilson has added a splendid work on the introduction and implementation of a new technology to war.  The book is important, increasing our understanding not just of early armor but also on the myriad of war.  Its lessons are not just for the historians but also for those concerned about the future of 5 armies.



Winton, Harold R. To Change an Army: General Sir John Burnett-Stuart and British Armored Doctrine, 1927-1938.  Lawrence KS, University Press of Kansas, 1988.

Harold Winton's biographical study of the role of a progressive thinker who approached the issue of armored doctrine with a moderate's concern for achieving what could be achieved rather than what the visionaries dreamed of is a valuable reminder that we must practice the art of the possible.  Many factors internal to an army and external to it affect how doctrine and its supporting equipment is developed.



Pre-Mechanized Warfare



This section deals with warfare, ancient, medieval, and modern before the introduction of the internal combustion engine and aircraft in large numbers.  It is intended to develop the reader's ability to discern the unchanging elements of warfare, the evolutionary process, and the revolutionary changes that occur periodically throughout warfare's history.  Titles dealing with the American Civil War are to be found under the Staff Ride Support Materials section.



Addington, Larry H. The Patterns of War Through the Eighteenth Century and The Patterns of War Since the Eighteenth Century.  Bloomington IN, Indiana University Press, 1990 and 1984.

Professor Addington succinctly summarizes the evolution of war in these two brief and very readable volumes.  He deals with almost all the various forms of war and the factors of warfare as well.  These are among the best primers on the art of war for the beginning student of warfare.



Beeler, John.  Warfare in Feudal Europe, 730-1200.  Ithaca NY, Cornell University Press, 1971.

		Typically viewed as a militarily sterile period the middle ages deserve study as well.  It is especially relevant when studying the blending of social, economic, and military needs within a single structure.  It also has applicability when considering the re-emergence of private, i.e. non-state, warfare as we enter the 21st Century.



Chambers, James.  The Devils Horseman: The Mongol Invasion of Europe.  Scranton PA, Athenaeum, 1979.

This is a popular account of the Mongol invasions.  It is well written and readable.  The Mongols succeeded in creating a mounted combined arms force that nearly overran all of the known world.  For more information there are several scholarly works available as well, see Liddell Hart's, The Great Captains.



Duffy, Christopher.  Frederick the Great: A Military Life.  London, Routledge, 1990 Reprint.

	Frederick The Great and the Prussian Army dominated the European continent during the mid-18th Century.  Frederick's rapid maneuver and startling tactics combined with his own leadership abilities permitted the seventh largest state in Europe to hold off or defeat 6 the three largest states in combination, France, Austria, and Russia.  The Prussian and later German Army's excellence is the legacy of Frederick the Great



Eisenhower, John S.D. So Far From God: The U.S. War With Mexico, 1846-1848.  NY-, Anchor Books, 1990.

This book is an excellent account of the w ar in which most Civil War period generals learned war.  The battle descriptions are detailed enough to reveal the pre-rifle conditions that as they changed to rifled arms conditions during the Civil War seemed to baffle the commanders.



Ferrill, Arther.  The Fall of the Roman Empire: The Military Explanation.  London, Thames and Hudson, 1986.

Ferrill, a noted ancient military historian, discusses the collapse of the Roman Empire as a result of its military decay.  He is equally at ease with descriptions of battles, organization or strategy.  An interesting book with lessons for today about the interaction of society, economics and the military in a time of perceived decline.



Fuller, John Frederick Charles.  The Generalship of Alexander The Great.  New York, Da Capo, 1989 Reprint.

Fuller, one of the most innovative military minds of the 20th Century (author of the principles of war), examines the military career of the greatest Great Captain.  He clearly examines the conflicting historical data and highlights the lessons of Alexander's campaigns that are still applicable today.



Hanson, Victor Davis.  The Western Way of War: Infantry Battle in Classical Greece.  NY, Alfred A. Knopf, 1989.

This book relates the story of the development of the uniquely western form of war, its origins in the "heroic" period in Greece and its culmination in the face-to-face confrontation of the hoplite phalanx.  The author contends that this face-to-face model is still the underlying model in the western warrior's ethic.



Higginbotham, Don.  The War of American Independence: Military Attitudes, Policies, and Practice 1763-1789.  Boston MA, Northeastern University Press, 1983.

This was the war in which many of our military's founding myths developed.  Higginbotham discusses almost every aspect of the war in detail revealing both the successes and failures of both sides while focusing primarily on the Revolutionists perspective.



Howard, Sir Michael.  The Franco-Prussian War.  New York, Dorset Press, 1990 Reprint.

		No military history reading list would be complete without this classic account of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71.  One interesting application of this book is to study the American Civil War, develop theories as to the impact of technology in that conflict and then compare the results of battle in the Civil War with the results of battle in this war.  Then re-evaluate your theories of the causes of problems in the American Civil War.  This makes for a very  interesting way to begin a comparative study of the evolution of warfare and technology.



Keegan, John.  The Face of Battle.  NY: Penguin, 1983. (MQS II List)

		 Keegan examines three battles fought by the British in Northern France and Belgium which were in close proximity to one another in space, but not in time.  Agincourt, Waterloo, and the Somme provide the reader with distinct but remarkably similar views of how battles affect man.  The technology and tactics change greatly between the three battles, but the overall impact of combat on the individual remains constants A lesson for the leader who believes that technology has changed the face of battle.



Lazenby, J.F. Hannibal’s War.  Warminster Wilts GB, Aris and Phillips LTD., 1978.

This is an interesting study of the 2nd Punic War, which was the war in which the famous battle of annihilation, Cannae took place.  It is one of several recent works on Hannibal whose use of intelligence and knowledge of his own forces' strengths and weaknesses is still worthy of study.



Liddell Hart, Basil H. Scipio Africanus, Greater than Napoleon. Novato CA, Greenhill Books, Reprint 1992.

Liddell Hart's examination of the methods employed by the Roman general that conquered Spain, defeated Hannibal, and established Roman pre-eminence in the Western Mediterranean.  This was a part of Liddell Hart's developing the strategy of the indirect approach theory.



Mahon, John K. The War of 1812.  New York, Da Capo Press, 1991, Reprint of 1972 University of Florida edition.

This is the classic story of American unpreparedness for war.  The struggle of the American armed forces to conduct war after being neglected is detailed as is the emergence of a more professional army led by such figures as Winfield Scott who rose to prominence during this war and did BO much to develop the American Officer Corps between 1812 and 1861.



Menning, Bruce.  Bayonets Before Bullets: The Imperial Russian Army, 1861-1914.  Bloomington IN, Indiana University Press, 1992.

Based on recently available Russian archival material, Dr. Menning has written an excellent study of the Russian Army's approach to the problems of late 19th Century warfare.  This will become the first of a series of new studies examining the Russian and Soviet Armies in a detail heretofore impossible.  Menning gives us the foundation on which to build our understanding of the evolution of Soviet Doctrine through the co llapse of the Soviet Union and perhaps even the current Russian Army's approach to doctrinal questions.



Rothenburg, Gunther E. The Art of Warfare in the Age of Napoleon. Bloomington IN, Indian University Press, l980.

         This a very useful low cost alternative to Chandler's Campaigns of Napoleon.  Rothenburg describes the French establishment and methods as well as discussing Napoleon's opposition.  He focuses on the elements of warfare that changed during this period highlighting the new methods that  would culminate in the 20th Century’s wars.  In order to place Clausewitz in perspective an understanding of Napoleonic warfare is essential this book provides such an understanding.



------------------The Thirty Years War.  New York, Military Heritage Press, 1988,  by arrangement ,  with, London Routledge.

 	The Thirty Years saw the re-birth of combined arms warfare and the culmination of the slowly evolving firearms into effective weapons.  It was also the scene of Gustavus Adolphus' great campaigns.  Parker discusses the military social, and political course of the war as well as some of its long term consequences.  This is an outstanding introduction to this important war and period.



Showalter, Dennis.  Tanneberg: Clash of Empires, Hamden CT, Archon Books, 1991.

Professor Showalter is one of the leading authorities on the 19th and early 20th century German Army.  His discussion of this pivotal early battle on the eastern front in the First World war is essential for understanding the varied experience of the German Army between 1914-1918.  It was this difference in experience that helped create the mobile warfare minded German Army of the Second World War.



Heller, Charles E. and William A. Stoft eds.  America’s First Battles. 1776-1965.  Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas 1986.

	This is a collection of short pieces describing America’s first actions in each succeeding war.  In some ways, it is a sad tale of the same mistakes repeated over and over again.  If we are truly

forced to win the first battle, we should very carefully examine the points this book makes and work to prevent the all too frequent mistakes in peacetime training.



Mechanized Era Warfare



Appleman, Roy E. East of Chosin. College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press, l987. (See the Contemporary Military Reading List, DA Cir 25-89-3: CMRL)



	          An excellent account of the fighting withdrawal of elements of the 7th Infantry Division in November and December of 1950 in North Korea.  Appleman describes the difficulties of conducting delays and withdrawls under pressure very well.



Blair, Clay.  The Forgotten War: America in Korea. 1950-1953.  NY: Doubleday, 1987.

	          A very well done recent study of America’s involvement in Korea.  The book focuses on the actions of companies and battalions, with a special emphasis on the origins and quality of the leaders.



Boesch, Paul.  Forest in Hell.  Houston, TX: Published by the author, 1985.

Simply one of the most important personal statements of the reality of combat from the small unit leader’s perspective.



Carrell, Paul.  Hitler Moves East.  Boston, MA: Little, Brown & Co., 1970.

		Carrell takes us to the Eastern Front of World War Two in these two books.  He examines the war from all perspectives, from the private soldiers to the War Room of Adolf Hitler himself.  His account of the German Army's operations are easy to read and cover the entire front.



Coleman, J. D. Plieku: The Dawn of Helicopter Warfare in Vietnam. NY: St. Martin's Press, 1988.

	     Coleman studies in depth the opening battle of the lst Cavalry (AIRMOBILE) Division in Vietnam.  An excellent study of the uses of air mobility in a fluid encounter battle during mid-intensity warfare.



Crisp, Robert.  Brazen Chariots.  NY: Ballentine Books, 1959.

		A personal account of armored warfare in the North African campaign during November 1941.  Crisp was a junior officer in command of M-3 Stuarts during the Crusader battles.  His discussion of the finer points of tank to tank fighting, while dated, still have an applicability.



Deighton, Len.  Blitzkrieq: From the Rise of Hitler to the Fall of Dunkirk.  London:-Jonathan Cape, i979.

		Deighton's account of the rise of the Panzer Army and its employment during the Sedan Campaign provides us with the historical study of what AIRLAND battle should be.  This book and Horne's To Lose a Battle together form a detailed and understandable picture of the integrated nature of the operational level of war in a high intensity environment.



Fehrenbach, T. R. This Kind of War: A Study-of Unpreparedness.  NY: Mac Millan, 1963.

		The classic account of America's shocking awakening to the nature of limited war.  Fehrenbach's book has recently been rediscovered by many in positions affecting the future of the U.S. Army.  It teaches several important lessons on the price of a civilized army.  The chapter entitled "Proud Legions" should be required reading for all leaders in the Army and our political leadership as well.



Horne, Alistair.  To Lose a Battle.  France, 1940.  NY: Penquin, 1979

		Horne studies the 1940 campaigns at a deeper level than does  Deighton.  He illuminates the historical and political weaknesses that afflicted the Western Allies in 1940.  A useful examination of the deep roots of success and failure in warfare.



Kahalani, Avigdor.  The Heights of Courage.  Wesport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1984.

A personal account of the fighting on the Golan in 1973 from the point of view of a single battalion commander.  Kahalani based his book on the tape recordings made of his radio traffic during the battle.  One of, the best leader's account of how armored actions are actually fought.



Lanning, Michael Lee.  The Only War We Had: A Platoon Leader's Journal of Vietnam.  NY: Ivy Books, 1987.



-------- A Comany Commander's Journal.  NY: Ivy Books, 1988.

Lanning's memoirs of his tour in Vietnam in 1969 and 1970.  Although McDonough's Platoon Leader has earned a reputation as an outstanding account of a Platoon leader's life.  Lanning's account is at least as valuable.  Not only does Lanning discuss his obvious successes, he describes his mistakes and his reliance on others to ensure the cooperative success of all.



Leinbaugh, Harold P. and John D Campbell.  The Men of Company K. The Autobiography of a Rifle ' Company.  NY: Morrow, 1985.

This is the story of one rifle company, from its formation to the reunions it holds today.  It describes the role of its various members and how essential the feeling of community is to a small unit's success.



Liddell Hart, Sir Basil-Henry.  The Tanks. 2 Volumes.  NY: Praeger, 1959.

The Regimental history of the Royal Tank Regiment from its inception to the end of the Second World War.  Liddel-Hart traces not only the small unit action but also how the forces operated on a larger scale.



MacDonald, Charles B. Company Commander.  NY: Bantam Books, 1978, reprinted.

Probably the classic and without a doubt, the most famous small unit infantry leader's account of battle and the men who fight it.  MacDonald was one of the youngest company commanders in the U.S. Army in WWII and went on to become one of the outstanding historians of the war.



---------   A Time For Trumpets.  NY: Bantam, 1985.

Another contribution by one of the best writers in the military history field to emerge from WW II.  This is a detailed account of the Battle of the Bulge at all levels.



--------- and Hugh M. Cole.  Three Battles, Arnaville, Altuzzo and Schmidt.  The United States Army in World War II.  Washington, DC: OCHM.

This is the study of three separate battles.  It discusses in detail how the actions of various elements of the combined arms team fit together or sometimes don't fit together.



�McDonough, James R. Platoon Leader.  Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1985.

The most widely acclaimed account of life at the platoon leader level in Vietnam.  The book is far better than the movie of the same name.  The author is definitely attempting teach lessons for today's platoon leaders and occasionally his desire to teach overrides his memory of how events actually occurred, but the overall effect is well worth reading.



Macksey, Kenneth.  Tank Versus Tank.  Topsfield, MA: Salem House Publishers, 1988.

Macksey surveys the history of the tank and its evolution in the tactical setting.  He presents the issues in a very articulate manner, and demonstrates how technology and tactics must be carefully blended for success.



Marshall, S. L. A. The River and the Gauntlet: The Battle of the Chonqchun River, Korea 1950.  Nashville, TN: Battery Press, 1987.

This is a reprint of Marshall's classic account of the battering and withdrawal of the 2nd Infantry Division in late 1950 at the hands of the Chinese.  It accurately describes the limitations that "high technology" armies face when confronted by low technology forces.  The systems designed for use in a high intensity or threat environment can fail to detect or destroy forces they were not designed to handle.  It stresses the necessity for even modern "high tech" forces to be well schooled in the basics of muddy warfighting.  The American experience in Korea is enjoying a rediscovery as we once again begin demobilizing after successfully waging war, this time the Cold War.



Mellenthin, F. W. von Panzer Battles: A Study of the Employment of Armor in the Second World War.  Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982.  University of Oklahoma edition.

Quite simply, the classic inside story of the German style of Armored warfare.



Perrett, Bryan.  History of the Blitzkrieg.  NY: Stein and Day, 1983.



---------  Knights of the Black Cross.  NY: St. Martin's Press, 1986.

Perrett's account of the German Panzer army and its changing role in WWII.  Similar to the above with its focus solely on the Germans.



Rommel, Erwin.  Attacks.  Vienna, VA: Athena Books, 1979.

This is the book that made history sit up and take notice of Rommel.  Adopted throughout the German army as a primer on infantry tactics, it greatly influenced many foreign officers as well.  Even today, sixty years after its appearance, it is still considered to be an excellent text on small unit tactics.



Ryan, Conelius.  The Longest Day & A Bridge Too Far & The Last Battle.  NY: Pocket Books, 1984.

		Ryan pioneered the vignette style of history.  He tells the stories of individuals caught up in the great events he describes.  He takes the readers into the foxholes and the homes of his storytellers and does it well.



Sajer, Guy.  Forgotten Soldier.  Elsmford, NY: Pergammon Press, 1990.  

		This book follows one Alsatian draftee in the World War Two German army and vividly portrays the life of the common soldier in war.  It is a moving account of the shocking reality of modern combat at its most intense level: the Eastern Front of World War Two.



Tout, Ken.  Tank: 40 Hours in Normandy.  London: Robert Hale, 1985. 

		 Ken Tout's book is a recount of his experience as a tank commander in Normandy in 1944 during a period of just 40 hours.  Perhaps the best book written from a "simple tanker's" point of view.



Weigley, Russel F. Eisenhower's Lieutenants.  Bloomington, IN: University of Indiana Press, 1981.

		Dr. Weigley discusses the philosophical roots and traditions of both the American and British Armies, placing them in perspective with the campaign in Northwestern Europe in 1944-45.  He also makes a detailed examination of the personal relationships that made up the Allied High Command.



Staff Ride Support Materials 



Staff Rides are increasingly popular as means of multiplying training value at a reasonably low cost.  This list of titles is focused on American Civil War Battles, but many of the titles in other sections are useful for European Battles.  There are simply too many battles in Europe to try to develop any kind of useful list here.  For further information and assistance please contact: Commander 4-16 Cav, U.S Army Armor School, ATTN ATSB-SBD-P (MIL HIST) Fort Knox, KY, 40121; The United States Army War College; The United States Command and General Staff College; or The United States Center Of Military History in Washington D.C.



The U.S. Army War College faculty has prepared four guides to five Civil War battlefields, Gettysburg, Antietam, Chancellorsville and Federicksburg, and Chickamauga.  These guides are available commercially through Kansas University Press.  The Command and General Staff College has prepared a guide to the battle of Chickamauga in Pamphlet form and has typescript material on the battle of Shiloh, these are available from the Combat Studies Institute, Staff Ride Branch at Fort Leavenworth.



We have listed only one or two titles for each battle or campaign, though there are often many very good titles available.  Begin your research from the title given and add those other titles you feel contribute the most to your staff ride preparation phase.



Background Information

The most useful single source is the multiple volume Official Records of the War of the Rebellion.  This is a compilation of almost all the reports and messages written or transmitted during the Civil War.  I The second most useful source is the four volume Battles and Leaders	of the Civil War.  This work was compiled in the late 1870s and 1880s by either senior officers or their principal staff officers.  Unfortunately many of them were very self-serving defenses of mistakes made or reputations in the making.



Adams, Michael C.C. Fiqhting For Defeat: Union Military Failure in the East, 1861-1865.  Lincoln NE, University of Nebraska Press, 1992.



Griffith, Paddy.  Battle Tactics of the Civil War.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1989.



Hagerman, Edward.  The American Civil War and the Origins of Modern Warfare.  Bloomington IN, Indiana University Press, 1988.



Luvaas, Jay.  The Military Legacy of the Civil War: The European Inheritance.  Lawrence KS, University Press of Kansas, 1988.



McWhiney, Grady and Perry Jamison.  Attack and Die: Civil War Military

Tactics and the Southern Heritage.  Tuscaloosa AL, Alabama University Press, 1982.



Eastern Theater

The following battles and campaigns are concentrated in Virginia with the two significant exceptions of Antietam and Gettysburg.



Bull Run, Virginia

Davis, William C. Battle at Bull Run: A History of the First Major Campaign of the Civil War,.-Garden City NY, Doubleday, 1977.



The Valley Campaign, Virginia.

Henderson, G. F. R. Stonewall Jackson and the American Civil War.  Reprint.  NY: Blue and Gray Press, N.D.



The Peninsula, Virginia.

Sears, Stephen W. To the Gates of Richmond: The Peninsula Campaign.

New York, Ticknor and Fields, 1992



Second Bull Run, Virginia.

Hennessy, John J. Return to Bull Run: The Campaign and Battle of Second Manassas.  New York, Simon and Schuster, 1993.



Antietam, Maryland.

Sears, Stephen W. Landscape Turned Red: The Battle of Antietam.  New York, Ticknor and Fields, 1983.



Fredericksburg, Virginia.

Stackpole, Edward J. The Fredericksburg Campaign 2nd Edition, Harrisburg PA, Stackpole Books, 1991.



Chancellorsville, Virginia.

Bigelow, John Jr. The Campaign of Chancellorsville.  New Haven, Yale University, 1910.



Furgurson, Ernest B. Chancellorsville 1863: The Souls of the Brave. New York, Knopf, 1992.



Stackpole, Edward J. Chancellorsville. 2d Edition.  Harrisburg PA, Stackpole Books, 1988.



Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

Coddington, Edwin B. The Gettysburq Campaign: A Study In Command. New York, Scribner's Sons, 1984 Edition.



The Wilderness, Virginia.

Matter, Williams D. If It Takes All Summer: The Spottsylvania Campaign.  Chapel Hill, North Carolina, University of North Carolina Press, 1988.



Trudeau, Noah Andre.  Bloody Roads South: The Wilderness to Cold Harbor, May-June 1864.  Boston, Little Brown and Co., 1989.



The Final Campaigns, Virginia.

Trudeau, Noah Andre.  The Last Citadel: Petersburg, Virginia, June1864 - April 1865.  Boston, Little Brown and Co., 1991.



The Western Theater.

The geographic spread of these battles and campaigns is much greater covering territory from Missouri to Georgia and the Carolinas.



Belmont, Missouri.



Pea Ridge, Arkansas.

Shea, William L. and Earl J. Jones.  Pea Ridge: Civil War Campaign in the West.  Chapel Hill NC, University of North Carolina Press, 1992.



Forts Henry and Donelson, Tennessee.

Shiloh, Tennessee.

McDonough, James Lee.  Shiloh -- in Hell before Night.  Knoxville TN, University of Tennessee Press, 1977.



Sword, Wiley.  Shiloh: Bloody April.  Dayton OH, Morningside Bookshop, 1974.



Perryville, Kentucky.

Hafendorfer, Kenneth.  Perryville: Battle for Kentucky. 2nd Edition, Louisville KY, KH Press, 1991.



Stones River, Tennessee.

Cozzens, Peter.  No Better Place To Die: The Battle of Stones River.  Urbana IL, University of Illinois Press, 1990.



Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Miers, Edward S. The Web Of Victory: Grant At Vicksburg.  Baton Rouge LA, Louisiana State University Press, 1955, reprint 1984.



Wheeler, Richard.  The Siege of Vicksburg: The Seven Month Battle That Sealed The Confederacy’s Fate.  New York, Harper Collins, 1978.



The Tullahoma Campaign, Chickamauga, and Chattanooga, Tennessee and Georgia.

Cozzens, Peter.  This Terrible Sound: The Battle of Chickamauga.  Urbana IL, University Illinois Press, 1992.



Tucker, Glenn.  Chickamauqa:  Bloodv Battle In The West.  Dayton OH, Morningside Books, 1984.



McDonough, James Lee.  Chattanooqa: Death Grip On The Confederacv.  Knoxville TN, University of Tennessee Press, 198



The Atlanta Campaign, Georgia.



Franklin and Nashville.

Sword, Wiley.  Embrace an Angry Wind: The Confederacy’s Last Hurrah:. Spring Hill,  Franklin and Nashville. New York Harper Collins, 1992.



The March to the Sea, Georgia and South Carolina.

Davis, Burke.  Sherman's March.  New York, Random House, 1980.



The Wilson Raid, Alabama and Georgia.

Jones, James Pickett.  Yankee Blitzkrieg: Wilson's Raid Through Alabama and Georgia.  Athens GA, University of Georgia Press, 1976.



Bentonville, North Carolina.



The Philosophy of War and Strategic Thought



These titles comprise much of the "classics" or military thought as well as some newer works.  These works cover the entire spectrum of war, from the effects of war on the individual and small unit to the concepts of Grand National Strategy.  They are related to each other, not by the subject they treat, but rather by the nature with which they treat it. Many of these books are difficult and lengthy, some have little or no practical application, but they all contribute to a leader's intellectual growth as a professional and to his understanding of the deep historical roots of the art of war.



Arrian.  The Campaigns of Alexander.  NY: Penquin, 1984.

The earliest extant account of the campaigns fought by the world's greatest "Great Captain." Arrian discusses the early years of Alexander as well as his campaigns in Asia Minor, Persia, and India.  If Napoleon was correct in his recommendation to study the lives of the "Great Captain," then there is no better place to start than with Alexander the Great.



Caesar, Julius.  Caesar's War Commentaries.  MY: E. P. Dutton, 1958. 

		 Caesar's own accounts of his Gaelic Campaigns is useful as an introduction to studying the Great Captains of History.  In a good translation it is readable and enjoyable.  It gives a good insight into the interaction of the political and military spheres.  Even if the current systems are much different, the consideration have all remained similar.



Clausewitz.  On War.  Edited and Translated by Michael Howard and Peter Paret.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1976.

	Clausewitz's work was the first and most timeless attempt to develop an all encompassing philosophy of war.  Based on his studies of warfare from the early eighteenth century through the campaigns of Napoleon, Clausewitz develops theories on war, politics, and the concept of total war, as well as discussing strategy and tactics. much of the grand vision is still very applicable, even in the light of nuclear weapons, but the tactical and to a lesser extent the strategic discussions are dated.  This is simply the best translation of Clausewitz's heavy German, to attempt reading any other is pointless.



Collins, Arthur S. Common Sense Training: A Working Philosophy For Leaders.  Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1979.

No reading program or list would be complete without this little gem.  It never really fits neatly into any category, but its subject permeates our lives as soldiers so completely that perhaps it forms a part of our philosophical approach to our profession.  Collins' system and methods are so simple and basic that most readers find it refreshing after trying to understand whatever systems the army is currently employing.



Howard, Michael.  War In European History.  Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1988 reprint.

Michael Howard's succinct survey of the history of war in Europe is valuable as a primer in the evolution of warfare and its impact on society.



Jomini, Antoine Henri, Baron  The Art of War.  Reprinted in Roots of Strategy: Book 2. Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 1987.

Jomini and Clausewitz were the two major protagonist in a debate that still rages. Jomini does not develop the philosophical aspects of war as well as does Clausewitz, but his discussions of the strategic and operational considerations and solutions are very well developed.  His thinking influenced the Nineteenth Century military of Europe and America far more than did Clausewitz, and his legacy at West Point still lingers, although Clausewitz has begun to replace him as the starting point of strategic thinking.



Jones, Archer.  The Art of War in the Western World.  Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1987.

This rather massive book is easier to read than it first appears.  Full of charts and diagrams to explain Jones, concept of light/heavy and shock/missle interrelationships, it is a very useful primer on the interaction of combined arms elements throughout history.  He argues persuasively that combine arms interaction, while the technology has evolved, has remained consistent in its principles throughout history.



Luttwak, Edward.  Strategy: The Logic of War and Peace.  Cambridge, MA :Harvard University Press, 1987.

	Luttwak tries to explain the apparent contradictions that govern military action with some measure of success.  It should read as a follow-on to Clausewitz.  The two, in combination, provide the necessary ingredients to form a consistent board theory of war and warfare.

	

Nye, Roger H. The Challenge of Command.  Wayne, NJ: Avery Publishing Group, l986.

          Another Of those difficult books, this is in effect a reading program for military-leaders: Nye has prepared an excellent collection of classics and combined It with his own study of leadership and short vignettes of other successful leaders.  This is perhaps the first book a perspective leader needs to buy for his own leadership development.



---------------. The Patton Mind:  The professional development of a Great Leader.  Wayne NJ: Avery Publishing Group, l993.	

	This is an unusual approach to biography.  Nye traces Patton’s reading and commentary throughout his life to demonstrate the method Patton took to self-develop as a military leader.



Ropp, Theodore.  The Art of War in the Modern World.  NY: Collier, 1962.

	       This is simply one of the best general surveys of warfare in the modern age.  It is a fairly quick read and comprehensive in its scope.   Ropp provides a framework of historical understanding to begin a much more in depth study of war.



Simpkins Richard E. The Race to the Swift: Thoughts on Twenty-First Century Warfare.

London, Brassey’s, l985.

            This is the distillation of Simpkin’s long term thinking on the nature of war and its probable evolution in the net fifty to hundred years.  It is, in some wars, a late Twentieth Century response to Clausewitz.  It goes far beyond Simpkin;s usual focus on the technological and tactical levels of war.

 

Sun Tzu.  The Art of War.  NY:  Delacorte Press, l983.

	    This is probably the oldest existing text on military thought and has profoundly influenced much of the post war American experience through its impact on Chinese and Vietnamese revolutionary warfare doctrine.  The book’s value is  not limited, however, to guerrilla warfare.  There is much of Maneuver war or Airland Battle doctrine that draws on this Eastern wisdom, if not directly, then at least in spirit.  The work is written almost poetically and endures in the reader’s mind, long after it has been put down. 



Weigley, Russel F. The American Way of War: A History of U.S.Military Strategy and Policy.  Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, l977.

		Professor Weigley Traces the competing approaches to military strategy and policy in the U.S. starting with the militia-regular debate (that still persist two hundred years after our nation’s founding), and continues through the various strategic schools of  thought that have influenced our military development.  His analysis of the mismatch between the force structure and the strategy applied in world War Two is most enlightening, though in the editor's opinion open to a different interpretation.



Xenophon.  Anabasis.

		This book s included more for its long term impact on the military profession than for any other reason.  It has been required reading at one point in time or another in almost every army in the world.  This is the commander's account of the march of ten thousand Greek mercenaries across much of Asia Minor after the defeat of their employer.  It has all the ingredients of the heroic saga and has served as an inspiration to generations of military leaders.



Low Intensity Conflicts

 

This category deals with the role of the Mobile Force in a LIC and with LIC in general.



Callwell, Colonel C.E. Small Wars: A Tactical Textbook For Imperial Soldiers.  Novato CA, Greenhill , 1990, reprint of 1906 edition.

		The British did it better for over one hundred years than anyone else and this is the distilled wisdom of the Victorian Army in its small wars campaigns.  Though somewhat dated, many of LIC truths are carry-overs from earlier days.  Callwell was very perceptive and many of his observations on the difficulties of "little wars" will ring true to those soldiers of the American forces that have had to serve in the 20th Century's versions.



Charters, David and Maurice Tugwell.  Armies in Low Intensity Conflicts:	A Comparative Analysis.  London: Brassey's, l989

	The editors have compiled an outstanding series of essays looking at how various armies have dealt successfully and unsuccessfully with LIC.



Downs, Frederick.  The Killing Zone in the Vietnam War.  NY:Berkley Publishing Group, 1987.

		A poignant, yet accurate personal account of one man's experience as a platoon leader in Vietnam.  Downs takes us mentally through many of the ethical dilemmas he faced while serving as an officer in a low intensity war.  This is not necessarily an enjoyable reading experience, but it is a valuable one.



Fall, Bernard.  Hell In A Very Small Place.  Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott, 1967.

The classic account of Dien Bien Phu.  How a powerful force miscalculated the risk and was overwhelmed by its "guerrilla" foe.  The specter of Dien Bien Phu haunted much of the U.S. involvement in Vietnam.



------- Street Without Joy.  Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 1961.

Fall continues his examination of the wars in Indochina, looking this time at one area through a longer period of time to demonstrate how the war evolved through various phases in the same area.



Horne, Alistair.  A Savage War  of Peace  NY: Penquin, 1986.

		This book looks at the French Algerian campaign and its apparent military success and political failure, demonstrating the necessity for a unified strategy in LIC.



Jackson, William.  The Alternative Third World War, 1985-2035 NY: Brassey's, 1987.

		In this provocative novel, General Jackson proposes the thesis that the 21st Century will be dominated by a North-South conflict rather than an East-West one.  An altogether much more believable scenario than Hackett's famous Third World War..



Kitson, Frank.  Low Intensity Operations.  Harrisburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 1971.

Brigadier Kitson's book, though dated, is still respected world-wide as the primer on how to integrate the military and civilian responses to subversion insurgency.



Mahler, Michael D. Ringed in Steel. 

		 A squadron XO's account of an armored cavalry squadron’s activities in Vietnam.  The "heavy 11 force can and does have a role in LIC.



Race, Jeffery.  War Comes to Long An-, Revolutionary War in a Vietnamese Province.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1972.

This is the study of the effects of guerrilla warfare in one province.  It is not the war of the big airmobile battalions, but rather the struggle of advisors and local defense forces.

Starry, Donn A. Armored Combat in Vietnam.  Indianapolis, IN: Bobbs-Merrill, 1980.

This is a study of how armored units came to be developed in Vietnam and what they did while they were there.  A strong argument for the judicious application of the mobility, firepower, and protection that armor can provide even in LIC.



Utley, Robert M. Frontier Regulars.  NY: McMillan, 1974.



------- Frontiersmen in Blue.  NY: McMillan, 1967.

Utley's two books cover the Indian wars from 1846-1891.  There are some interesting lessons still to be gained from these old campaigns. over dispersing allows the enemy time and space to conduct his campaigns, over-concentration allows him to evade your slow and cumbersome columns.  The key lies in finding the middle ground and in applying knowledge, firepower, mobility, and discipline to deny space and time to the enemy.



Zumbrols, Ralph.  Tank Sergeant.  Novato, California: Presidio Press, 1986.

		Zumbrols personal account of combat in Vietnam as seen from the turret hatch of a tank.  He discusses the wide variety of roles that armor filled in Vietnam.



Personalities



This category deals with biographies and memoirs of the personalities who had a significant impact on Mobile Warfare in the Twentieth Century.



Guderian, Heinz.  Panzer Leader.  NY: Dutton, 1952.

		This memoir of  the key figure in German armored warfare in World

War Two.  Guderian traces his struggles during the interwar period first in trying to modernize the German Army under Versailles, and then later against rather conservative members of the German High Command.  His story becomes more vital, though, in dealing with the issues of WWII.  His account of the 1940 Sedan campaign is especially useful and lucid.  Later, he deals with his role as an army level commander, Chief of the Panzerwaffe, and eventually as Chief of the General Staff.



Baldwin, Hanson W. Tiger Jack: Major General John S. Wood.  Ft Collins, CO: Old Army Press, 1979.

		An interesting semi-biographical approach to what was probably the best armored division commander and, arguably, the best Armored Division in the U.S. Army in World War Two.  "P" Wood commanded the 4th Armored Division almost from its inception to November 1944.  His stamp was firmly placed on many of our finest armor leaders, especially Abrams.  He embodied the dashing style of pursuit and exploitation with armor.



Manstein, Erich von.  Lost Victories.  Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1982.

		This is the memoir of the architect of the 1940 campaign in France and the commander of the Southern wing of the Eastern Front in 1943.  He traces the campaigns with a strategist’s eye from a position of unrivaled view.



Patton, George S. Jr., War As I Knew It.  Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 1975.

		War as only Patton could see and describe it.  This book is full of timeless comments on the nature of man and war.  Patton's simple and earthly style make the reading of his philosophy of war enjoyable.  He discusses everything from small unit tactics to the role of personalities in high command.  This book provides a rare look at Patton as he would have been seen after the war attempting to pass on his knowledge of war.



Sorley, Lewis.  Thunderbolt: From The Battle of the Bulge to Vietnam and Beyond.  General Creighton Abrams and The Army of His Times.  New York, Simon and Schuster.

		Creighton Abrams, the first Armor Chief of Staff, had a profound impact on the army of his and our times.  From command of a Tank Battalion in the Fourth Armored Division under "P" Wood and Patton in the Second World War to command of MACV during Vietnamization, Abrams developed a style of command and a view of the proper role of the U.S. Army that was unique.  He created a spirit within the Armored Force that carried over to the Armor Branch of initiative and aggressiveness.  His principal legacy to the Army as a whole was the idea of the Total Army, an Army that could engage in a major war only with the mobilization of sizable numbers of RC members and units.  This was a direct result of his revulsion with the political decisions that permitted the United States Army to Vietnam without the complete commitment of the American people.



Young, Desmond.  Rommel: The Desert Fox.  NY: Harper and Row, 1970.

Young provides a brief  biography of one of the outstanding operational commanders of World War Two.  Rommel may have been the master of combined arms warfare.  The book concentrates on the desert campaign, but does not ignore his earlier career.



Issues in a Soldier’s Society 



 These books deal with ethical issues such as racism and sexual harassment as well as some of the broader and more historical issues of the military justice system and war crimes.  Leaders must have the understanding that soldiers upon entering the military bring with them some prejudices and biases that may affect their decision making process.  We should also understand that combat and command sometimes bring out both the best and worst in us.



Hope, Richard 0. Racial Strife in the U.S. Military: Toward The Elimination of Discrimination. New York, Praeger, 1979.

Richard 0. Hope was on the DOD team in 1971-1974 that put DOD Race Relations Institution together.  This books deals with the need for and the creation of this institution.  It includes the DOD vision on equal opportunity, affirmative action and racism.  The author also deals tangentially with other current social issues affecting the military.  If you can not find this title, there is a similar work in the Defense Technical Information Center Data base on this same subject by this same author.  Contact any military library or the Armor School Library for information on how to obtain this DTIC work.



Gaston, James C. and Janis Bren Hieltala, editors.  Ethics and National Defense: The Timeless Issues.  Washington D.C., National Defense University Press, 1993.

In a series of eight essays; various authors present ethical issues of interest to all soldiers ranging from undue command influence in judicial proceedings to the ethics of counter-insurgency warfare and women and combat.  This is a book designed to assist soldiers and leaders to think about ethics and the military it does not prescribe, rather it challenges one to think about ethics and to develop the necessary skills to establish an individual code of ethics that melds with the military's communal sense of ethics.



Hofmann, George.  Cold War Casualty: The Court-Martial of Major General Robert W. Grow.  Kent, OH, Kent State University Press, 1993.

This is a fascinating account of the almost forgotten court-martial of one of the most successful armored division commanders of the Second World War.  Grow was the military attaché to Moscow in the early 1950s and portions of his diary were photographed by a communist spy at the VIP quarters in Frankfurt Germany.  He was subsequently tried and convicted by a court martial panel that may have been unduly and unethically influenced General Maxwell D. Taylor as the result of a personal confrontation between the two officers during the Battle of the Bulge and the resulting animosity between the Armored Force officers and the Airborne Officers.



Terkle, Studs.  Race: How Black and White Americans Think and Feel About The American Obsession.  New York, New Press, 199 - 

	Terkel, author of the Good War, wrote this book describing the differing perceptions by blacks and whites of the world around them with regard to racism.  He describes how they think and feel about racism.  The primary focus of the book is on how people react, speak, and feel about people they perceive as different from themselves.



Webb, Susan.  Step Forward: Sexual Harassment in the Workplace, What you need to Know.  NY: Master Media Limi e , 1991.

Webb, a specialist in the field of sexual harassment treatment and prevention in the workplace, has created an easy-to-follow manual providing soldiers with information on what they need to know.  This book is filled with interactive quizzes, and its is direct and straight forward.
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