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STEREO LOSSES

The theft of car stereo conponents continues to be high at Fort
Knox and in the surrounding communities. The Clainms Ofice
continues to see large dollar clains for stereo conponents that
have been stolen fromvehicles on post. |n nany cases, the owner
of the vehicle has failed to protect against the loss. The
recovery of stolen stereo itens by police agencies has been
sporadi c at best.

There are a fewthings that all potential claimnts (soldiers,
DA and NAF civilian enpl oyees) should bear in mnd when installing
stereo itens in their vehicle. The nost inportant consideration
shoul d not be the quality of the sound the system produces, but
whet her there will be any systemthere to produce sound when you
want it!! W have seen a nunber of cases where the clai mant has
i nvested thousands of dollars in sound equi pnment, but none in a
physi cal security systemfor the vehicle. There are good quality
burglar alarnms on the market to hel p di scourage a break-in of your
vehicle. A good intrusion alarmcan be comrercially installed for
about $200. While no alarmsystemis perfect, and in many
| ocations (like New York City) the alarm m ght be ignored when it
goes off, with the siren or horn blasting and lights flashing, the
commotion is still a big deterrent to soneone trying to burglarize
a vehicle.

Combi ni ng such an alarmsystemw th slide out, or renovable
facepl ate stereo equi pnment that can be hidden from view or renoved
fromthe passenger conpartnent can go a long way in protecting
your property.

The Arny Clainms Service has three policies that Sol diers and DA
civilian enpl oyees should keep in m nd when they consi der
installing non-factory stereo conponents in a vehicle:

1) A $750 total [per claim is the nost that the Arny will pay
for stereo conponents that are "properly nounted" [ see: paragraph
2 below in a POV



2) In order to be payable, the stereo equi pnent nust be bolted

to the chassis of the vehicle. Installation nust be such that it
Wil require the use of tools to renove the itens. Laying the
equi pnent under or behind seats, even if out of view, wll make

t he cl ai mnon-payable. Failing to roll-up the wi ndows and | ock the
vehicle is also considered a failure to exercise due care to
protect the property, and woul d make the clai mnon-payable. In the
hot summer nonths, cracking the windows a half-inch for
ventilation is acceptable.

3) Leaving a slide-out conponent, or a renovable face-plate in
t he vehicle over an extended period would al so be considered a
failure to exercise due care and nmake the clai mnon-payabl e.

You should al so bear in mnd that without a Special Rider, nost

aut onobi | e i nsurance conpanies will not pay clainms for non-factory
installed stereo itens. You should check your policy or call your
i nsurance agent to find out how little it will cost to protect

agai nst such a loss. Also if you do have Conprehensive insurance
coverage, or a Special Rider that has been witten to protect

agai nst such losses, and if a theft occurs on the installation,
then the soldier or DA Cvilian enployee will have to first file
with the insurance carrier for any | oss, before the Arny can
consi der any paynent.

The followi ng are sone surefire ways to i ncrease the chances
that your stereo equipnment will be stolen:

1) Don't put in a security systemto protect the vehicle.

2) Put manufacturer or installer decals and stickers on the
vehicle to advertise that the vehicle contains the best stereo on
t he narket.

3) Make sure all the equipnent that can be seen from outside
the vehicle bears the | ogos of the nobst popul ar manufacturers so
that the thief won't be tenpted to pass up the opportunity to get
a "Kicker" box, or Rockford-Fosgate power anplifier, etc.

4) \Whenever you ride, play your stereo at eardrumsplitting
volume with the wi ndows down, so that potential thieves can judge
the quality of your equipnment, and foll ow you to your destination
froma safe distance.

5) Always | eave an anple nunber of CDs or cassettes in the
front seat area so the thief can ascertain if your mnusical tastes
mat ch his. Keep a hundred or nore CDs in the vehicle to insure
that the break-in will be worth the thief’s tine.

6) Al ways park your vehicle in a dark |ocation, and

preferably always in the sanme place, so that the thief won't have
to work too hard in finding your vehicle once he has targeted
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it, and also so that he will have adequate privacy to get the
equi pnent out.

7) Never keep your purchase receipts, or wite down the
equi pnent nodel and serial nunbers, or retain the owner's nanual s,
etc., because these steps mght really help the police apprehend
the thief and find your equipnment if it gets pawned or sold to
sonmeone el se.

8) Always |ay extra speakers on the rear w ndow shelf or
behind the seat in trucks. Insure that the manufacturer's | ogo can
be readily identified on the item

9) Brag around your unit about who has the "badest" stereo,
and chal | enge any non-believers to beat the decibel |evel of the
system you have install ed.

10) When you are going to be gone fromyour vehicle for just a
few m nutes, |eave the vehicle's wi ndows down or the doors
unl ocked so that the thief can be in and out quickly.

11) Ignore strangers that you see mlling around unit or
housi ng area parking | ots.

12) Leave your vehicle in a unit parking | ot when you rotate
to the NTC for a few weeks.

13) Because the procedure has turned-out to be nore of a "pain
in the neck"” than you thought it would be when you bought the
unit, don't bother sliding out your stereo, or renoving the face
pl ate when you | eave the vehicle for an extended peri od.
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